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ADVERTISEMENT. 

Tm seene of this poem lies, at first, in the castle 
ef Artornbh, on the coast of Argylesbire ; and, after- 
wards, in the islands of Skye and Arran, and upon 
the coast of Ayrshire. Finally, it b laid near Stir- 
Ub§. The story opens in the sfuing of the year 
1W7| when Bruce, who had been driven out o^ 
Scotland by the English, and the Barons who ad- 
hered te that foreign interest, returned from the 
Uand of Rachrin on the coast of Ireland^ ogaiu.t^ • 
•iBert his claims to the ^cottijji 'sr</wn.' ' M^ay<>r ' 
the personages and ii^uidcnts Sat^odueed are' «f 
historical celebrity, llie author ft^^; '.used- are 
chieliy those of the venerable Lo<d iiplkh,- as Veil ; 
entitled to be called the reston^ of SpoHbh'bjsi'c^, . 
as Brace the restorer of Scott'^h m'ouwby.-; and 5f 
Archdeacon Barbour, a correct edition of whose 
Metrical History of Robert Bruce will soon, I trust, 
appear under the care of my learned friend, the 
Bev. Dr. Jamieson. 

AbhotM/ord, IQth Duember, 1814. 
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GANTO FIRST. 



THE 

CANTO FIRST. 

LuTUKN departs-i-but still his mantle's fold 

Rest! on the groves of noble Somerville, 
boeath a shroud of russet dropped with gold 

Tweed and his tributaries mingle still ; 
loarser the wind, and deeper sounds the rill, 

Tet lingering notes of sylvan music swdl, 
rhe deep-toned cushat, and the redbreast shrill ; 

And yet some tints of summer splendour tell 
)o the broad sun sinks down on Ettriek's western 

ML 

'nmn departs — from (hda's fields no mora 

'ome rural sounds our kindred banks to cheer; 

it with the stream, and gale that wafts it o'eri 

) more the dbtant reaper's mirth we hear. 

ast blithe shout hath died upon our ear, 

d harvest-home hath hushed the clanging 

rain, 

t waste hill no forms of life appear, 

) where, sad laggard of the autumnal train, 

t-strack wanderer gleans few ean oC i«»iL- 

1 grain. 



tt> L THE ISLES. | ] 

^fftf when on Coolin*fl hills the lights decay. 
With such the Seer of Skye the eve begailes , 

lit known amid the pathless wastes of Beays 
In Harries known, and in Ionia*s piles, 

«• rest (mm mortal cofl the Mighty of the 
Isles. 

I. 
fAEMt Maid of Lorn !" the Minstrels sung, 
r ragged ludls,Artoniuh! rang* 
1 the dark seas, thy towers that lave, 
&ved on the beach a softer wave, 
mid the tuneful choir to keep 
) diapason of the Deep, 
led were the wunds on Inninmocot 
1 green Loch-Alline's woodland shoine, 
if wild woods and waves had pleasure 
istingto the lovely measure. 
1 ne'er to symphony more sweet 
ra mountain echoes answer meet, 
«e, met from mainland and from isle, 
IB, Arran, Hay, and Aigyle, 
ch mlnstreVs tributary lay 
id homage to the festal day. 
n and dishonoured were the bard, 
Hrthless of guerdon and regard, 
if to the hope' of minstrel fame, 
lady's smiles, his noblest aim, 
10 on that mom's resistless call 
IS fOeat IB Artomisli hall. 
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11. 

'' Wake, Maid of Lorn !" twas thas they ami 
And yet more proud the descant rang, 
** Wake, Maid of Lorn ! high right is oorsi 
To charm di\11 sleep from Beauty's bowers ; 
Earth, Ocean, Air, have nought so shy 
But owns the power of minstrelsy. 
In Lettermorc the timid deer 
Will pause, the harp's wild chime to hear ; 
1 Rude Heiskar's seal through surges dark 

Will long pursue the minstrel's bark ; 
To list his notes, the eagle proud 
Will poise him on Ben-CailUach's cloud ; 
Then let not Maiden's ear disdain 
The summons of the minstrel train, 
But, while our harps wild music make, 
Edith of Lorn, awake, awake ! 



IIL 

" wake, while Dawn, with dewy shine, 
Wakes Nature's charms to vie with thine ! 
She bids the mottled thrush rejoice 
To mate thy melody of voice ; 
The dew that on the violet lies 
Mocks the dark lustre of thine eyes ; 
But, Edith, wake, and all we see 
Of sweet and fair shall yield to thee !" — 
*< She comes not yet," gray Ferrand cried ', 
^ " Brethren, let softer spell be tried, 

\J Those notes prolonged, that soothing theme, 

ff'Jbich best may mh with Beauty'« di«%m) 
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18 THE LORD OF Cat 

That, bound in strong affection's chain, 
Looks for retain and looks in yain ? 
No! som thine Edith's wretched lot 
In these brief words — he lows her not ! 

X. 

" Debate it not — too long I strove 
To call his cold observance love, 
All blinded by the league that styled 
Edith of Lorn, — ^while, yet a child, 
She tripped the heath by Morag*s side, — 
The brave Lord Ronald's destined bride. 
Ere yet I saw him, while afeur 
His broadsword biased in Scotland's war, 
Trained to believe our fates the same, 
My bosom throbbed when Ronald's name 
Came gracing Fame's heroic tale. 
Like perfiime on the snmmer gale. 
What pilgrim sought our halls, nor told 
Of Ronald's deeds in battle bold; 
Who touched the harp to heroes' praise, 
But his achievements swelled the lays? 
E'en Morag — ^not a tale of fame 
Was her's bnt dosed with Ronald's name. 
He came ! and all fhat had been told 
Of his high worth seemed poor and cold, 
Tame^ lifeless, void of energy, 
Vnjttut toJRonatd and to me\ 



Me*. ^ •""' "■« Mighty of ,h. 

fl'^'' of the Deep. ^ 
«•", flay, and Antvl.. *' 
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As if she vailed its bannered pride. 

To greet afar her prince's bride! 

Thy Ronald comes, and while in speed 

His galley mates the flying steed, 

He chides her sloth!"— Fair Edith sighed, 

Rlushed, sadly smiled, and thus replied — 

XIII. 

*^ Sweet thought, but vain! — No, Morag! mari 

.Type of hts course, yon lonely bark, 

That oft hath shifted helm and sail, 

To win its way against the gale. 

Since peep of mom, my vacant eyes 

Have viewed by fits the course she tries; 

Now, though the darkening scud comes on. 

And dawn's fair promises be gone, 

And though tlie weary crew may see 

Our sheltering haven on their lee, 

Still closer to the rising wind 

They strive her shivering sail to bind. 

Still nearer to the shelves' dread verge 

At every tack her course they urge. 

As if they feared Artomish more 

Than adverse winds and breaker's roar." — 

XIV. 
Sooth ^K>ke the Maid. — ^Amid the tide 

The skiff she marked lay tossing sore, 
And shifted oft her stooping side, 
la weary tack from shore to B\ic»ce. 



•Dtol. THE ISLES. 21 

Tet on her destined coone no more 

She gahied, of forward way, 
Than what a minstrel may compare 
With tiie poor meed which peasants sfaarei 

Who toil the live-long day; 
And such the risk her pilot braves, ' 

That oft, before she wore, 
Her bowsprit Itissed the broken waves, 
Where in white foam the ocean raves 

Upon the shelving shore. 
Tet, to their destined purpose troe, 
Undannted toiled her hardy orewy 

Nor lool^ed where shelter lay, 
Nor for Artomish Castle drew, ^ 

Nor steered for Aros-bay. 

XV. 
Thus while they strove with wind and seas, 
Borne onward by the willing breeie. 

Lord Ronald's fleet swept by, 
Streamered with silk, and tricked with g6ld. 
Manned with the noble and the bold 

Of Island chivalry. 
Around their prows the ocean roars. 
And chafes lieneath their thousand oars, 

Yet bears them on their way; 
So fumes the war-horse in hb might. 
That field-ward bears some valiant knight, 
Champs till both bit and boas an vi\k\V%> 
But, foamiag, muft obey. 
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On eaeh gay deck they might behold 
Lances of steel and crests of gold, 
And hauberks with their bmmished fold. 

That shimmered fair and free ; 
And each proud galley, as she passed, 
To the wild cadence of the Mast 

Gave wilder minstrelsy. 
Full many a shrill triumphant note 
Saline and Scallastle bade float 

Their misty shores around ; 
And Morven*s echoes answered well, 
And Duart heard the distant swell 
- Come down the darksome Sound. 

XVL 

So bore they on with mirth and pride, 
And if that labouring bark they spied, 

'Twas with such idle eye 
As nobles cast on lowly boor, 
When, toiling in his task obscure, 

They pass him careless by. f 

Let them sweep on with heedless eyes ! 
But, had they known what mighty prize 

In that frail vessel lay. 
The famished wolf that prowls the wold. 
Had scatheless passed the unguarded fold, 
Ere, drifting by these galleys bold. 

Unchallenged were httr way \ 
And thoa. Lord Aonald, sweep tViou on, 
WfrA mirtb and pMe and minstrel toue V 
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But liad*st Aoo known who atUed lo nigh, 
Far other glaaoe w«ra m thine eye ! 
Far other flush were on thy brow. 
That, shaded by the bonneCi now . 
Assumes but ill the bfithesome cheer 
Of bridegroom when the bride is near ! 

xvn. 

TeS| sweep they on ! — ^We will not leaTOi 
For them that triumph, those who griere. 

With that armada gay 
Be laughter loud and jocund shouti 
And bards to cheer the wassail rout. 

With tale, romance, and lay ; 
And of wild mirth each clamorous art, 
Which, if it cannot cheer the heart. 
May stupify and stun its smart, 

For one loud busy day. 
Yes, sweep they on ! — ^Bot with that skiff 

Abides the minstrel tale, 
Where there was dread of surge and cliff, ' 
And toil that strained each sinew stiff, 

And one sad Maiden's wail. 

XVIIL 
AU day with fruitlan strife they toiled. 
With eve the ebbing currents boHad 
More fierce fiom strait and lake; 
And midw^ through the cbanneX mel 
OuiEMuV lidM thiit foam tad Cf«i> 
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And high their mingled billows jet» 
As spearsi that, in the battle setf 

Spring upward as they break. 
Then too the lights of eve were past, 
And louder sung the western blast 

On rocks of Inninmore ; 
Rent was the sally and strained the mast) 
And many a leak was gaping fast. 
And the pale steersman stood aghast. 

And gave the conflict o'er. 

XIX. 
Twas then that One, whose lofty look 
Nor labour dulled nor terror shook, 

Thus to the Leader spoke : 
" Brother, how hopest thou to abide 
The fury of this wildered tide, ^ 

Or how avoid the rock's rude side, 

Until the-day has broke ? 
Did*stthou not mark the vessel reel. 
With quivering planks, and groaning keel, 

At the last billow's shock ? 
Yet how of better counsel tell, 
Though here thou seest poor Isabel 

Half dead with want and fear ; 
For look on sea, or look on land, 
Or yon darkjky, on every hand 

Despair and death are near. 
For her alone I grieve— on me 
Danger sits light by land and sea, 
/ folio w where thou wilt *, 
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Either to bide the tempest's lonry 
Or wend to yon nnfiiendly tower. 
Or nnh amid their naval power, 
With war-cry wake their wassail-honr, 
And die with hand on hilt"— 



That elder Leader's ealm reply 

In steady voice was given, 
** In man's most dark extremity 

Oft succour dawns from Heaven. 
Edward, trim thou the shattered sail, 
The helm be mine, and down the gale 

Let our free course be driven ; 
So shall we 'scape the western bay, 
The hostile fleet, the unequal fray, 
So safely hold our vessel's way 

Beneath the castle wall ; 
For if a hope of safety rest, 
Tu on the sacred name of guest* 
Who seeks for shelter, storm-distressed, 

Within a chieftain's hall. 
If not — it best beseems our worth. 
Oar name, our right, our loify birth, 

By noble hands to foil.** — 

XXI. 
The helm, to hb strong arm consigned, 
Gave the reefed sail to meet the wind, 
And on her altered wttj, 

a 
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^^akedbefowtj „^, 

Those V.ght»«•B•r^^^ken tide.. 

^Hhelvlshjustre^^'^,.,^, 
Xo the diurtt o»» , ^-gave. 

\gi„o«y;p^«^«:h*e. 

tt*e».«/°^J"^e livid fl»ke. 

From V>i« *""*♦« 
toenv.ou.l»^;bt0..t.treata - 

* I.oM.ciced0.2:t'^raS^ 

Glanced with a to«^^^^., 

WUb the P^^^^y^ «V««»«^ 
^ the cold Moon he. W 
Aboce the eastern t eu 
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xxin. 

Thus guided, on their course they bore 
Until they oeared the mainland shore^ 
When frequent on the hollow blast 
Wild shouts of merriment were casti 

And wind and wave and seabird's cry 

With wassail sounds in concert yiCy 

Like funeral shrieks with revelry, 
Or like the battle-shout 
By peasants heard from cliflfs on high, 
When Triumph, Rage, and Agony, 

Madden the fight and rout 
Now nearer yet, through mist and stormy 
Dimly arose the Castle's form, 

And deepened shadow made, 
Far lengthened on the main below, 
Where, dancing in reflected glow, 

An hundred torches played. 
Spangling the wave with lights as vain 
As pleasures in this vale of pain. 

That daasle as they fade. 

XXIV. 

Beneath the Castle's sheltering lee, 
They staid their oonne in quiet sea. 

Hewn in the rock, a passage there 

Sought the dark fortress by a stair 
So strait, so high, so steep, 
With peasant's sfafTone vaUant\iaiid 
M^bt well the diivy pass have manueOL) 
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*Ga!nst hundreds armed with tpear and brandt 

And plunged them in the deep. 
His bugle then the helmsman wound ; 
Loud answered every echo ronndi 

From turret, rock, and bay. 
The postem*8 hinges crash and groan. 
And soon the warder's cresset shone 
On those rude steps of slippery stone, 

To light the upward way. 
<< Thrice welcome, holy Sne !" he said ; 
" Full long the spousal train have staid. 

And, vexed at thy delay, 
Feared lest, amidst these wildering seas, 
The daiksome night and fr»diening breese 

Had driven thy bark astray." — 

XXV. 
" Warder," the younger stranger said, 
<< Thine erring guess some mirth had nmda - 
In mirthful hour ; but nights like these, 
When the rough winds wake western seas, 

Brook not of glee. We crave some aid 

And needful shelter for this maid 

Until the break of day ', 
For, to ourselves, the deck's rode plank 
Is aaisy as the mossy bank 

That's breathed npon by May; 
And for our storm-tossed iUff we seek 
Short shelter in tliii leeward creek, 
Prompt when the dawn the east shall streak, 
Again to bear away." — 



Of cn^ ^" yout Daws *"'<' '^ 

"^ewr on fte /e, /"_ * 

«a Ul^tj ,• «* Of a,|„^ * 
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Be what ye will, Artornish Hall 
On thb glad eve is free to all. 
Thoagh ye had drawn a hostile sword 
'Gainst our great ally, England's Lord, 
Or mail upon your shoulders borne. 
To battle with the Lord of Lorn, 
Or, outlawed, dwelt by greenwood tree 
With the fierce Knight of EUerslie, 
Or aided e'en the murderous strife, 
Wlien Comynfell beneath the knife 
Of that fell homicide The Bruce, 
This night had been a term of trace. — 
Ho, vassals! give these guests your care, 
And show the narrow postern stair." — 

XXVII. 
To land these two bold brethren leapt, 
(The weary crew their vessel kept) 
And, lighted by the torches' flare, 
That seaward flung their smoky glare. 
The younger knight that maiden bare 

Half lifeless up the rock; 
On his strong shoulder leaned her head, 
And down her long dark tresses shed, 
As the wild vine, in tendrils spread, 

Droops trom the mountain oak. 
Him followed close that elder Lord, 
And in his hand a sheathed sword, 

Such as few arms could wield ; 
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bound him to anchteik* 
cleave tbe stnmgeft caaqae^ 
floreitihlald. 



xxvm. 

fftcullis' arah they 
^th its ban of bnuM, 
ice long and low, 
leh tain by loop-holes, straity 
an mi^t in ambuih waity 
and should burst the galak) 
entering foe. 
luus post of ward, 
encelesB and unbarred, 
passage free 

irowed apd vaulted room, 
and yeomaoi page and grooB) 
loud revelry. 

XXIX. 

3 here," the Warder bade, 
iOtd your suit is said. — 
is, gaze not on the maid, 
men who ask our aid, 
er had seen 
d of midnight bark, 
of a moulding stark, 
g martial mien.'*— 
achiu'i reproof 
r vassal stand aloot, 
i on ta sttn, 
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As men ofcourtefly imtBiighti 
Till fiery Edward roughly caughtf 

From one the fiDremost thafOf 
Hb chequered plaid, and in ita ahrondy 
To hide her from the vulgar crowdy 

Involved his sister fair. 
His brother^ as the clansman bent 
His sullen brow in discontent, 

Made brief and stem eiense; — 
<< Vassal, were thine the cloak of pall 
That decks thy Lord in bridal hall, 

Twere honoured by her use."— 

XXX. 

Proud was his tone, but calm ; his eye 

Had that compelling dignity. 

His mien that bearing haugfat and high, 

Which common spirits fear; 
Needed nor word nor signal more, 
Nod, wink, and laughter, all were o*er; 
Upon each other back they bore, 

And gazed like startled deer. 
But now appeared the Seneschal, 
Commissioned by his Lord to call 
The strangers to the Baron's hall, 

Where feasted fair and free 
That Island Prince in nuptial tide, 
With Edith there his lovely bnde, 
And her bold brother by b«t ft\d«i 
And many 3, chief, the ftov^cr and \it\Afc 
Of IVestern lead and sea. 



^ 

u 



tBM IBLES. 



I ^anw we^ SenHeii for a 8|Mie9 ; 
if oor tele hath won your gmce, 
t OS tirlef patience, and agaSn 
irill reaew Uw nlnstre] strain. 
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CANTO SECOND. 



I. 



n^fli goblet, spread the fesUve board ! 
^® g&yi the noble, and the fair! 
he loud hall in joyous cqpicert poured> 
and music sound the dirge of Care! 
(Ml not if Happiness be there, 
ud laugh disguise convulsive throei 
•row the heart's true livery wear; 
the festal mask ! — enough t6 know, 
mortal life but teems with mortal w». 



II. 
:er8* clang, with harpers' lay, 
!iat olddn time deemed ^y> 
Cbieftma feasted high; 
'Bsinbu troubled eye 

4,. 
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A gloomy firei and on hb brow 
Now sudden flushed, and faded noW| 
Emotions such as draw their birtii 
From deeper source than festal mirth. 
By fits he paused, and harper's strain 
And jester's tale went round in vain. 
Or fell but on his idle ear 
Like distant sounds which dreamers hear. 
Then would he rouse him, and employ 
Each art to aid the clamorous joy, 

And call for pledge and lay, 
And, for brief space, of all the crowd, 
As he was loudest of the loud, 

Seemed gayest of the gay. 

nL 

Yet nought amiss the bridal throng 
Marked in brief mUlh, or musing long ; 
The vacant brow, the unlisteniogear. 
They gave to thoughts of raptures near. 
And his fierce starts of sudden glee 
Seemed bvrstB of bridegroom's ecstacy. 
Nor thus alone misjudged the crowd. 
Since lofty Lorn, suspicious, proud. 
And jealous of his honoured line. 
And that keen knight, De Argentinei 
(From England sent on errand high, 
The western leagae more firm to ijotf^ 
Both deemed in lU>Qald*8 moodlo&ii4 
A lover's (raiisport-troiibled mind. 



THB ISLES, 
^t one sad heart -. 

*«n>w». varied cheer. 

'^'^ «et, «.e poi„, „^;e„ bjr ch«,^' 

»• Writhed w,?:*«n«rt 

'•<'P'ayh«C^-«2''r^'*'»«* 
And bom thH.!,. ""* W. 

«« «e the „Tl?'* *^«- 
'^tt.taiontheS!*""*** 

I"*- doubly bH»L?^»Wne 
■^•w noion of Oo, H» ^''- 

«^"'^«arJdJSk;Jl'"^«' 

# •# V 

'"pass round p. \. 

^'*« bugle blast. 
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And on the floor at random casti 

The untasted goblet fell. 
• 'But when the Warder in his ear 
Tells other news, his blither eheer 

Betums like sun of May, 
When through a thonder-cloud it beams!— 
Lord of two hundred isles, he seems 

As glad of brief delay, 
As some poor criminal might feel. 
When from the gibbet or the wheel 

Respited for a day. 

VI. 

" Brother of Lorn," with hurried voica 
He said, " And you, fair lords, rejoice! 

Here, to augment our glee, 
Come wandering knights from travel far, 
Well proved, they say, in strife of wary 

And tempest on the sea.—- '*' 
Ho ! give them at your board such place 
As best their presence seems to grace. 

And bid them welcome free!" 
With solemn 8tep» and silver wand, 
The Seueschal the presence scanned 
Of these strange guests; and well he knew 
How to assign their rank its due ; 

For,^ough the costly furs 
TAsi erst bad decked their caps were tOTn^ 
Aad their gay Tohes were over-worn, 
Ajid soiled their gilded spura. 
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i^et such a high commanduig grace 
Was Id their mien and in their face. 
As suited best the princely dais. 

And royal canopy: 
And there he marshalled them their place, 

First of that company. 

VII. 
Then lords and ladies spake aside. 
And an|;ry looks the error chide, 
That gave to guests unnamed, unknown, 
A place so near their prince's throne ; 

But Owen Erraught said, 
" For forty years a seneschal, 
To marshal guests in bower aftd kail 

Has been my honoured trade. 
Worship and birUi to me are known, 
By look, by bearing, and by tone, 
Not by furred robe or broidered Eone; 

And 'gainst an oaken bough 
111 gage my silver wand of state, 
That these three strangers oft have sate 

In higher place than now."— 

VIII. 

'< I, too," the aged Ferrand said, 
" Am qualified by minstrel trade 
Ofnmk end place to teW ', — 

4* 
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Mturked ye the younger stranger^s eye. 
My mates, how quick, how keen, how high; 

How fierce its flashes fell,' 
Glancing among the fiMtal rout- 
As if to seek the nobl^ out, 
Because the owner might not brook 
On any save his peers to look ? 

And 3ret it moves me more. 
That iteady, calm, majestic brow. 
With which the elder chief e'en now 

Scanned the gay presence o*er, ' 
Like being of superior kind. 
In whose high-toned impartial mind 
Degrees of mortal rank and state 
Seem objects of indifferent weight. 
The lady too — though closely tied 

The mantle veil both face and eye, 
fier motion's grace it could not hide, 
Nor cloud her form's fairisymmetry." — 

IX. 

Suspicions doubt and lordly scorn, 
Loured on the haughty front of Lorn. 
From underneath his brows of pride, 
The stranger guests he sternly eyed, 
And whispered closely what the ear 
Of Argentine alone might hear; ' 

Then questioned, high and brief, 
" If, in their voyage, aught they kne\r 
Of the rebellious Scottish crew, 
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Who to Ralb Erin's slieller drew, 

Willi Cnrrick'a oullaived CbleCf 
And if, llifir wiiiler's eiile o'er, 
They harboured 5liil by UlbWr's ahora, 
Or liiuncliQii tijcir gallejs on tbe main, 
To vex llieir native Jand again ! 

X. 

That younger stranger, fierce and bigh, 
At oiiee confronts llie Chieftala'i eye 

With Ionic of ei|ual scorn;— 
" Of rebels have we nought to show ; 
But if of RojTil Brdce thou'dst know. 

Ere lliricc three days ehall come and go, 
Hk banner Scollisfa winds shall bloWi 
Before cacli mean or iniBhIy foe, 
Frum Enclaiid's every bill and bow, 
To Allaiter of Lorn." 

Bkit Elonald quoncbed the rising Gro; 

" Brother, it better wills the time 

To ebasB tbe night with Ferrand's rhyme, 

Tlian wake, 'midst mirth and wine, the jars 

Thut Hiiw from these unhappy wafg."— 

'< Content," said Lorn ; and spoke apart 

Willi F^rrand, master of bit art. 

Then whispered Argealine, — ^ 

"The lay I named will cany smart 
To these bold slrangcn' liaughVj\itMV, 
' if right this guess of mme." 
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m the royal robe he tied 
' a heart of wrath and pride ; 
Dce in triomph wertthoa tonii 
he victor hand of Lorn! 

hile the gpem was won and lost 

ely was the war-cry tossed! 

g alond Bendonrish Fell) 

neered Donchart's soonding ddl, ^ 

I the deer firom wild Teyndmni} 

m the homicide, o'ercome, 

dly 'scaped with scathe and scorn, 

the pledge with conqaering Lorn! 

xin. 

SONG CONCLUDED, 
ifai was then the Douglas brand, 
I the Campbell's vaunted hand, 
I KiriqMtriclc's bloody dirlL, 
ing sare of murder's work; 
sndown fled fast away, 
I the fiery De la Haye, 
)n this broach, triumphant borne, 
ned upon the breast of Lorn. 

irthest fled its former Lord, 
his men to brand and cordi 
dy brand of Highland steel, 
fb gibbet, axe, and wheel. 
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Let him fly from coast to coast* 
Dogged by Comyn's vengeful glioit. 
While his spoils, in triumph worn. 
Long shall graca victorious Lorn !"-* 

XIV. 
As glares the tiger on his foes. 
Hemmed in by hunters' spears and bowB^, 
Andy ere he bqunds upon the ring. 
Selects the object of his springi — 
Xow on the Imrd, now on his Loidy 
So Edward glared and grasped his swor^ 
But stem his brother spoke, — " Be still. 
What! art thou yet so wild of will, 
After high deeds and sufferings long. 
To chafe thee for a menial's song ? — 
Well hast thou framed, Old Man, thy st 
To praise the hand that pays thy pains ; 
Yet something might thy song have tol' 
Of Lom*s three vassals, true and bold. 
Who rent their Lord from Bruce's hoi 
As underneath his knee he lay, 
And died to save him in the fray. 
IVe heard the Bruce's cloak and da* 
Was clenched within their dying gn 
What time a hundred foemen more 
Rushed in and back the victor bor 
Zon^ after Lorn had left the strife 
J''aUglad to 'scape with limb and 
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Enough of this — ^And, Mio8trel> hold. 
As minstrel-hire, this chain of gold^ 
For future lays a fahr excuse} 
To speak more nobly of the Bmoe."— 

XV. 
" Now, by Columba's shrinei I swear. 
And eyery saint that*s buried there, . 
'Tis he himself!" Lorn sternly cries, 
" And for my kinsman*s death he dies.*'— ^ 
As loudly Ronald calls*— << Forbear ! 
Not in my sight while brand I wear, 
O'ermatched by odds, shall warrior fiedl, 
6r blood of stranger stain my hall ! 
This ancient fortress of my race 
Shall be Misfortune's resting place, 
Sbdter and shield of the distressed, 
No slaughter-house for shipwrecked gnesU" — 
*< Talk ndt to me," fierce Lorn replied, 
*< Of odds or match! — ^when Comyn died, 
Three daggers clashed within his side! 
Talk not to me of sheltering hall. 
The Church of God saw Comyn fall! 
On God's own altar streamed hb blood, 
While o'er my prostrate kiniman stood 
The ruthless murderer— e'en as now — 
With armed hand and scornful brow^— 
Pjh all who love me I )Aow on blow \ 
AadUty the outlawed felons lowl** — 
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Then up sprung many a mainland Lord, 
Obedient to their Chieitain's word. 
Barcaldine's arm i^ high in air. 
And Kinloch-Alline's blade is bare. 
Black Murthok's dirk has left its sheath. 
And clenched is Dermid's hand of death. 
Their muttered threats of vengeance fwell 
Into a wild and warlike yell ; 
Onward they press with weapons high. 
The affrighted females shriek and fly. 
And, Scotland, then thy brightest ray 
Had darkened ere its noon of day, 
But every chief of birth and fame, 
That from the Isles of Ocean caofie. 
At Ronald's side that hour withstood 
Fierce Lom's relentless thirst for blood. > 
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XVU. 
Brave Torquil from Dunvegan high. 
Lord of the misty hills of Skye, 
Mac-Neil, wild Bara's ancient thane, 
Doart, of bold Clan Gillian's strain, 
Fergus, of Canna's castled bay, 
Mac-Duffith, Lord of Colonsay, 
Soon as they saw the broadswords glance, 
With ready weapons rose at once, 
More prompt, that many an ancient iewl> 
^aJJ oft suppressed f full oft renewed, 
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allowed 'twixt the chieftains of Argyley 

And many a lord of Ocean's isle. 

Wild was the scene — each sword wis biMi 

Back streamed each chieftain's thagigy hair, 

In gloomy opposition set. 

Eyes, hands, and brandished weapons met; 

Blue gleaming o'er the social board. 

Flashed to the torches many a sword ; 

And soon those bridal lights may shine 

On purple blood for rosy wine. 

XVIU. 
While thus for blows and death prepared, 
Each heart was np, each weapon bared, 
Each foot advanced, — a surly pause 
StiH reverenced hospitable laws. 
AH menaced violence, but alike 
Reluctant each the first to strike, 
(For aye accursed in minstrel line 
Is he who brawls 'mid song and wine, 
And, matched in numbers and in might, 
Doubtful and desperate seemed the fight) 
Thus threat and murmur died away, 
TQl on the crowded hall there lay 
Such silence, as the deadly still. 
Ere bursts the thunder on the hill. 
With blade advanced, each Chiefte&n \kA3l 
Showed like the Sworder's fona of o\d, 

Atwmating Btill the torch of life, 

^ WMke the marble into strife. 

5 
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XIX. 
That awfid panse the stranger maid^ 
And Edhfa, leiEed to pray for aid. 
Ai to Do Arga&tine they clung, 
Awa^er veil the stranger flung, 
And, lovely 'mid her wild despair, 
Fast streamed her eyes, wide flowed her hair, 
*< thou, of knighthood once the flower, 
Sure refuge in distressful hour. 
Thou, who in Judah well hast fought 
For our dear faith, and oft hast sought 
Renown in knightly exercise, 
When this poor hand has dealt the prize, 
Say, can thy soul of honour brook 
On the unequal strife to look. 
When, butchered thus in peaceful hall. 
Those once thy friends, my brethren, fall !*' — 
To Argentine she turned her word. 
But her eye sought the Island Lord. 
A flush like evening's setting flame 
Glowed on his cheek ; his hardy frame, 
As with a brief convulsion, shook: 
With hurried voice and eager look, — 
" Fear not," he said, " my Isabel ! 
What said J— Edith !— all is well- 
Nay, fear not — I will well provide 
The safety of my lovely bride — 
My bride ?" — ^but there the accents clnag 
In tremor to his faltering tongue. 
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XX. 

Now rose De Argejitine, to claim 

The prisoners in his sovereign's naraei 

To England's crown, who, yassabiwonw 

'Gainst their liege lord had weapon bom^- 

(Such speech, I ween, wa» but to hide 

His care their safety to provide ; 

For kidght more true in thought and deed 

Than Argentine ne'er spurred a steed)-^ 

And Ronald, who his meaning guessed. 

Seemed half to sanction the request 

This purpose fiery Torquil broke ; — 

<' Somewhat we've heard of England's yoke/' 

He said, << and, in oar islands. Fame 

Hath whispered of a lawful claim, 

That calls the Bruce fair Scotland's Lord, 

Though dispossessed by foreign sword. 

This craves reflection — ^but though right 

And just the charge of England's Knighty 

Let England's crown her rebels seize, . 

Where she has power ; — ^in towers like these, 

'Midst Scottish Chieftains summoned here 

To bridal mirth and bridal cheer. 

Be sure, with no consent of mine, 

Shall either Lorn or Argentine 

With chains or violence, in our sight, 

Oppress a brave and banbhed knight"—- 

XXL 

Then waked the wild debate agein. 
With brawling threat and clanaous N«3.ti» 






*i.«ir brute tag? ^''. ^Jic-cU«« 

^ Tim bi» ^<>^y ^i.\Ce decide. - 

■1 ^«g o «» 
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Then sunk each fierca. uplifted hand. 
And dagger bri^t and flashing brand 

Dropped swiftly at the sight ; 
They vanished from the churchman's «fi^. 
As shooting stars^ that glance and dl«y -0 

Dart from the vault of night. 

XXIIT. 

The Abbot on the threshold stood, 

And in his hand the holy rood ; 

Back on his shoulders flowed hb hood. 

The torches* glaring ray 
Showed, in its red and flashing lighti 
His withered cheek and amice white. 
His blue eye glistening cold and bright, 

His tresses scant and gray. 
" Fair Lords," he said, << Our Lady's love. 
And peace be with you from above, 

And Benedicite I — 
— But what means this ? no peace is here I — 
Do dirks unsheathed suit bridal cheer ? 
, Or are these naked brands 
A seemly show for churchman's sight, 
When he comes summoned to unite 

Betrothed hearts and hands ?" 

XXIV. 

Then, cloaking hate with ftcr^ zieaX, 
Proud Lorn first answered Ihe av^«X\ — 
" Thou comest, O holy Mua, 
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True sons of blessed church to greet. 
But little deeonliig here to meet 

A wretch, beneath the ban 
Of Pope and Chnrch» for murder done 
E'en OB the sacred altar-stone !— 
Well mayest thou wonder we should know 
Such miscreant here, nor lay him low. 
Or dream of greeting, peace, or trace, 
With excommunicated Bruce ! 
Tet well I grant, to end debate, 
Thy sainted voice decide his fate."— 

XXV. 

Then Ronald pled the stranger*s cause. 
And knighthood's oath and honour's laws ; 
And Isabel, on bended knee, 
Brought prayers and tears to back the plea ; 
Aod Edith lent her generous aid. 
And wept, and Lorn for mercy prayed. 
" Hence," he exclaimed, << degenerate maid ! 
Was't not enough to Ronald's bower 
1 brought thee, like a paramour, 
Or bond-maid at her master's gate, 
His careless cold approach to wait ?— 
But the bold Lord of Cumberland, 
The gallant Clifford, seeks thy hand ; 
His it shall be — Nay, no reply ! 
Uence ! till those rebel eyes be dry." — 
With grief the Abbot heard and saw, 
Tet nought re/axed his brow oC «w«. 
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XXVl. 

Then Argentiney in England's nam&f 
So highly urged his sovereign's clcUii» 
He waked a spark, tliat, long supp r e s wdi 
Had smouldered in Lord Ronald's bretit; 
And now, as from the flint the fire^ 
Flashed forth at once his generous ire.— 
<< Enough of noUe blood/' he said, 
*< By English Edward, had been shed, 
Since matchless Walhice first had been 
In mockery crowned with wreaths of green, 
And done to death by felon hand. 
For guarding well his father's land. 
Where's ^igel Bruce ? and De la Haye, 
And valiant Seton — where are they ? 
Where Somerville, the kind and free ? 
And Eraser, flower of chivalry ? 
Have they not been on gibbet bound, 
Their quarters flung to hawk and hoondy 
And hold we here a cold debate. 
To jrield more victims to their fate ? 
What ! can the English Leopard's mood 
Never be gorged with northern blood ? 
Was not the life of Athole shed. 
To sooth the tyrant's sickened bed f 
\nd must his word, at dying day. 
Be nought but qnartifv hang, and slay i— 
Thou frown'st, De Argentine,— my gaga 
la prompt to prove the strife I w«c^"— 
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XXVII. 
« Nor deem," said stout Dunvegan's kniglity 
« That thou shall brave alone the fi^t ! 
By saints of isle and mainland both. 
By Woden wild, (my grandsire's oath,) 
Let Rome and England do their worsts 
However attainted or accursed, 
If Bruce shall e'er find friends again, 
Once more to brave a battle plain. 
If Douglas couch again his lance. 
Or Randolph dare another chance, 
Old Torquil will not be to lack 
With twice a thousand at his back.—- • 
Nay, chafe not at my bearing bold. 
Good Abbot ! for thou knowest of old, 
Torquil's rude thought and stubborn will 
Smack of the wild Norwegian still; 
Nor will 1 barter Freedom's cause 
For Eof^and's wealth, or Rome's applause."— 

XXVIIL 
The Abbot seemed with eye severe 
The hardy Chieftain's speech to'hear ; 
Then on the monarch turned the Monk, 
- But twice his courage came and sunk, 
Confronted with the hero's look ; 
Twice fell bis eye, his accants shook ; 
Atleagtb, resolved in tone andYvKvw, 
5r49jii/y hequestioaedbim *' Ka^iSio^^ 
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Unhappy ! what hast thou to f^ead. 
Why I denounce not on thy deed 
That awfiil doom which canons tell 
Shots paradise, and opens hell ; 
Anathema of power so dread) 
'it blends the living with the dead. 
Bids each good angel soar away. 
And every ill one claim his prey ; 
Expels thee from the chareh*8 care« 
And deafens Heaven against thy pra3rer; 
Arms every hand against thy life. 
Bans all who aid thee in tlie strife. 
Nay, each whose succour, cold and sGant^ 
With meanest alms relieves thy waat ; 
Haunts thee while living, — and, when dead, 
Dwells on thy yet devoted head. 
Rends Honour's scutcheon fronr thy hearse, 
Stills o'er thy bier the lioly verse. 
And spurns thy corpse from hallowed gromid^ 
Flung like vile carrion to the hound ! 
Such is the dire and desperate doom, 
For sacrilege, decreed by Roaie; 
And such the well-deserved meed 
Of thine unhallowed, ruthless deed." — 

XXIX. 

** Abbot r the Brace replied, « thy char^. 
ft boots not to dhpate at large. 
Tbkmuch, bowe'er, I bid thee know, 
Noaeiash vengeance dealt the blow, 
«r Comya died bis country's foe. 
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IVor blame I friends whose ill-timed speed 

Fulfilled my soon-repented deed, 

Nor censure those from whose stem longne 

The dire anathema has rung. 

I only blame mine own wild ire ; 

By Scotland's wrongs incensed to fire. 

Heaven knows my purpose to atonei 

Fan as I may, the evil done, 

And hears a penitent's appeal 

From papal curse and prelate's seal. 

My first and dearest task achieved. 

Fair Scotland firom her thrall relieved. 

Shall many a priest in cope and stole 

Say requiem for Red Comyn'i soul. 

While I the blessed cross advance, 

And expiate this unhappy chance, 

In Palestine, with sword and lance. , 

But, while content the church should know 

My conscience owns the debt I owe, 

Unto De Argentine and Lorn 

The name of traitor I return. 

Bid them defiance stem and high. 

And give them in their throats the lie ! 

These brief words spoke, I speak no more. 

Do what thou wilt, my shrift is o'er." — 

XXX. 

XHre man by prodigy amaieA, 
Vpoa rhe King the Abbot saze^> 
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Tben^'jer bis pallid featares glance 
CoaTolsions of ecstatic trance. 
His breathing came more thick and &st» 
And from his pale blue eyes were cast 
Strange nyM of wild and wandering light ; 
Up rise his locks of silver white. 
Flushed is his brow, through every vein 
In anire tide the currents strain. 
And undistinguished accents broke 
The awful silence ere he spoke. 

XXXI. 

** De Bruce ! I rose with purpose diead 

To speak my curse upon thy head, 

And give thee as an outcast o'er 

To him who bums to shed thy gore y — 

But, like the Midianite of old. 

Who stood on Zophim, heaven-controlled » 

I feel within mine aged breast 

A power that will not be repressed. 

It prompts my voice, it swells my veins, 

It bums, it maddens, it constrains ! — 

De 3mce, thy sacrilegious blow 

Hath at God's altar slain thy foe: 

0*er-mastered yet by high behest, 

I bless thee, and thou shalt be blessed !" — 

He Spoke, and o'er the astonished thTon^ 

WasaileDce, awfui, deep, and long. 



eo 'HIE LORD OF Cantc 

XXXU. 

Again that light has fiied his tje^ 
. Again his form swells bold aad high» 
The broken voice of age is goney 
*Tis vigoioas maohood^s lofty tone >— 
<< Thrice vanquished on the hattle*plain, 
Thy followers slaoghter^, fled» or ta'eli» 
A hunted wanderer on the wild. 
On foreign shores a man exiled^ 
Disowned) deserted and distressedy 
I bless thee» and thou shalt be blessed : 
Blessed in the hall and in the field. 
Under the mantle as the shield. 
Avenger of thy country's shame. 
Restorer of her injured fame, 
BiMied in thy sceptre and thy sword, 
Pii Bruce, fjair Scotland's rightful Lord, 
Blessed in thy deeds and in thy fame, 
. What lengthened honours wait thy name ! 
In distant ages, nre to son 
Shall tell thy tale of freedom won, 
And teach bis infants, in the use 
In earliest speech, to falter Bruce. 
Go, then, triumphant ! sweep along 
Thy course, the theme of many a song ! 
The Power, wh«e dictates swell my breast, 
nth blessed thee, and thou shalt be blessed ! — 
Enough — my short-lived strength decays, 
Aa^ sinks the momentary blase. — 
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Heaven hath our deilioecl purpofle broke. 
Not here must nuptial vow be spoke. 
Brethren, our errand here is o'er, 
Our task discharged. — ^Unmoor, unmoor V* — 
His priests received the exhausted Monk, 
As breathless in their arms he tank. 
Punctual his orders to obey, 
The train refused all longer stay, 
Embarked, raised sail, and bore away. 
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I. 

Hast thou not marked, when o'er thy startled 
head 
Sadden and deep the thunder-peal has rolled. 
How, when its echoes fell, a silence dead 

Sunk on the wood, the meadow, and the wold f 
The rye-^grass shakes not on the sod-built fold, 

The rustling aspen's leaves are mute and still. 
The wall-flower waves not on the ruined Hold, 
Till, murmuring distant first, then near and 
shriU, 
Ihe savage whirlwind wakes, and sweeps the groin- 
ing hill. 

n. 

Artoraisb ! sack a silence sank 
^n tbjr balls, when that gray Monk 
^fff^propket^peech had spoke •, 
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Old his obedient brethren's sail 

^as stretched t(\meetthe southern gale 

Before a whisper wolce. 
Then mnnnuring sounds of doubt and fear» 
Close poured in many an anxious 4tov 

The solemn stillness broke ; 
And stm they gased with eagur guess. 
Where, in an oriePs deep recess, 
The Island F^^ice seemed bent to press 
What Lorn, by his impatient cheer, 
And gesture fierce, scarce deigned to hear. 

in. 

starting at length with frowning loolc, 
His hand he clenched, his besd he shook, 

And sternly flung apart ;-r 
" And deem'st thou me so mean of mood, 
As to forget the morlsl feud. 
And elaap the hand with blood imbrued 

From my dear kinsman's heart ? 
Is this thy rede ? — a due return 
For ancie;nt league and friendship sworn ! 
But well our mountain proverb shows 
The faith of Islesmen ebbs and flows. 
Be it e*en so— believe, ere long. 
He that now bears shall wreak the wrong. 
Cail £dith~call the Maid of Lorn ! 
J^X 'i^fer, slaves W^or fwthfiiT woTfi> 

Be sare nor ahe nor I wU\ stay .— - 

A way, De Argentine* mway I — 
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We nor ally oor brother know, 

In Brace*! friend, or £ngIan<l'«.foe." 

IV. 
But wlio theChieflaui's rage can tell. 
When, sought from lowest dangeon cell 
To highest tower the castle round, 
No Lady Edith was there found ! 
He shouted, << Falsehood ! — treachery! — 
Revenge and blood ! — a lordly meed 
To him that will avenge the deed ! 
A Baron's lands !" — His frantic mood 
Was scarcely by the news withstood, 
That Morag shared his sister's flight, 
And that, in hurry of the night, 
*Scaped noteless, and without remark, 
Two strangers sought the Abbot's bark.— 
'* Man every galley ! — fly — pursue ! 
The priest his treachery shall rue ! 
Ay, and the time shall quickly come, 
When we shall hear the thanks that Borne 
Will pay his feigned prophecy !" — 
Such was fierce Lorn's indignant cry ; 
And Cormac Doil in haste obeyed, 
Hoisted his sail, his anchor weighed, 
(For, glad of each pretext for spoil, 
A pirate sworn was Cormac Doil.) 
Bat others, Jingering, spoke apart, — 
" Hbe Maid has given her maiden hewrt 
To Bonald of the Wes, 
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And) fearful lest her brother's word 
Bestow her on that English Lord^ 

She seeks f ona*s piles. 
And wbely deems it best to dwell 
A votaress in the hoty cell. 
Until these feuds, so fierce and fell) 

The Abbot reconciles."*^ 



S } AS) impotent of ire, the hall 

Echoed to Lom's impatient call, 

<< My horse, my mantle, and my train ! 

Let none who honours Lorn remain !** 

Courteous, but stem, a bold request 

To Bruce de Argentine addressed — 

<< Lord Earl," he said, — " I cannot choose 

But yield such title to the Bruce, 

Though name and earldom both are gone, 

Since he braced rebel's armour on — 

But, Earl or Serf— rude phrase was thine 

Of late, and launched at Argentine ; 

Such as compels me to demand 

Redress of honour at thy hand. 

We need not to each other tell. 

That both can wield their weapons Well ; 

Then do me but the soldier grace. 
This glove upon thy helm to place 

|i^' ' Where we may meet in fight ; 

And I will say, as still I've said, 
Though bywaihliioTi far misled, 

Thou act a noble knigVil" — 



it. 
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VL 
<< And I/' the prineely Brace replied, 
« Might tenn it ftain on knighthood's pride, 
That the bright sword of Argentine 
Should in a t|kttit's quarrel shine ; — 

But, for your brave request, 
Be sure the honoured pledge you give 
In eveiy battle-field shall wave 

Upon my htelmet-crest ; 
Believe, that if my hasty tongue 
Hath done thine honour causeless wrong. 

It shall be well redressed. 
Not dearer to my soul was glove. 
Bestowed hi youth by lady's love, 

Than this which thou hast given ! 
Thus, then, my noble foe I greet ; 
Health and high Cnrtune tiU we meet. 

And fheup- what pleases Heaven." — 

VL 

Thus parted they — for now, with sound 
Like waves rolled back firom rocky ground. 

The friends of Lorn retire ; 
Each mainland chieftain, with his train, 
Draws to his mountain towers again. 
Pondering how mortal schemes prove vain, 

And mortal hopes expire. 
But through the castle double guard. 
By Ronald's charge, kept wakefoL waxd^ 
Wicket aad gate were trebly barred 
B/r beam and bolt amd chain ', 
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Then of the guests, in ccNirteous sorty 
He prayed excuse for miitli broke shorty 
And bade them in Artornish fort 

In confidence remain. 
Now torch and menial tendance M 
Chieftain and knight to bower and bed. 
And beads were told) and aves said. 

And soon they sunk away 
Into such sleep, as wont to shed 
Oblivion on the weaiy head. 

After a toilsome day. 

VII. 
But soon up-rousedy the monarch cried 
To Edward slumbering by his side, 

" Awake, or sleep for aye ! 
E'en now there jarred a secret door—' 
A taper light gleams on the floor — 

Up, Edward, up, I say ! 
Some one glides in like midnight ghost — 
— Nay, strike not ! 'tis our noble Host." — 
Advancing then his taper's flame, 
Ronald stept forth, and with him came 
Dunvegaii's chief— each bent the knee 
To Bruce, in sign of fealty, 

And proffered him his sword, 
And hailed him, in a monarch's styte, 
As king of mainland and oC \a\«, 
And Scotiand's rightiuWoid. 
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« And O," nid BomU, " Owned of Hmtwi ! 
Say, is my erring yootfa foigiveny 
^ falsehood's arts from duty driveny 

Who rebel falchion drew, 
Yet ever to th^. deeds of fame, 
E'en while I strove against thy elaim, 

Paid homage just and true ?" — 
(< Alas ! dear youth, the unhappy time," 
Answered the Bruce, " must bear the crime. 

Since, guiltier far than you, 
S*en r'--he paused ; for Falkirk's woes 
Upon his conscious soul arose. 
The Chieftain to his breast he pressed, 
And in a sigh concealed the rest. 

vin. 

They proffiered aid, by arms and might. 
To repossess him in his right ; 
But well their counsels must be weighed, 
Ere banners raised and musters made, 
For English hire and Lom's intrigues 
Bound many chiefs in southern leagues, 
lo answer, Bruce his puipose bold 
To his new vassals frankly told. 
** The winter worn in exile o'er, 
I longed for Carrick's kiadred shore. 
I thought upon my native Ayr, 
And lon^red to see the burly fare 
22iai Clifford makes, whose lordly caW 
Aoir echoes Uirough my ^er's UaiV. 
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But ifit my oomse to Amn led, 
Where valiant LeMKn gKlhen beadi 
And on the eea by tempests tossedy 
Our barks dispersed, ourpnipoee eroMed, 
Mine own, a hostile sail to shun, 
Far from her destined course bad raoy 
When that wise will, whieb masten oars, 
Compelled us to yoitr friendly towers.** — 

DC 

Then Torqoil spoke : *< The time eracfes sp« 
We must not linger in our deed, 
But instant pray oar Sovereign Liege 
To shun the perils of a siege. 
The vengeful Lorn, ivith all his powers. 
Lies but too near Artomish towers. 
And England*s Hgfat-ermed vessels rid*, 
Not distant far, the waves of Clyde, 
Prompt at these tidings to onmoor. 
And sweep each strait, and guard each shore 
Then, till this fresh alarm pass by. 
Secret and safe my Liege must lie 
In the fair bounds of friendly Skjre, 
Torqoil thy f^lot and thy guide.**-^ 
« Not so, brave Chieftain,** Ronald cried ; 
'< Myself will on my Sovereign wait. 
And raise in arms the men of Sleate, 
Whilst tbouf renowned where c\i\e(s dfe\Ml%) 
Sbalt sway their souls by couiuw\ la^, 
-^dawe them by tby locks ol «Bb."— 
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— <« And if my words in welglH dbooM M, 
This ponderons swmd shall toni the s^ato.*— • 

X 

^ The scheme/* said Braoe, ^ eoDtents me well ; 

Meantime, *twere belt that Isabel, 

For safety, with my baik and crew. 

Again to friendly Erin drew. 

There Edward, too, shall with her wend, 

In need to cheer her and defend, 

And muster up each scattered friend."--^ 

Here seemed it as Lord Ronald's ear 

Would other counsel gladlicr bear ; 

But, all achieved as soon as planned, 

Both barks, in secret armed and manned, 

From out the haven bore ; 
On different yoyn^ forth they ply, 
This for the coast of winged Skye, 

And that Ibr Erin's shore. 

XI. 
With Bruce and Eonald bides the tale. 
To favouring winds they gave the sail, 
Till Mull's dark headlands scarce they knew. 
And AmanHnrehan's hills ivere blue. 
But then the squalls blew close and hard. 
And, fain to strike the galley's ynrd, 

Aadtske them to the oar, 
»%A theM rade seas, ia weary pli^\, 
Tkey strove f^e /Ive-fong day and «\^t» 
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Nor till the dawning fand a sight 

Of Skye's romantic shore. 
Where Coolin stooiM him to the west, y 

They saw upon his shivered crest / 

The san*s arising gleam ; 
But such the labour and delay. 
Ere they were moored in Scarigh bay, 
(For calmer heaven compelled to stay,) 

He shot a western beam. 
Then Ronald saidi <* If true mine eye 
These are the savage wilds that lie 
North of Strathnardill and Dunskye ; 

No human foot comes here, 
And, since these adverse breezes blow. 
If my good Liege love hunter's bow, 
What hinders that on land we go, , 

And strike a mountain deer ? 
Allan, my Page, shall with us wend, 
A bow full deftly can he bend, 
And, if we meet a herd, may send 

A shaft shall mend our cheer." — 
Then each took bow and bolts in hand. 
Their row-boat launched and leapt to land, 

And left their skiflf and train. 
Where a wild stream, with headlong shook, 
Came brawling down its bed of rock. 

To mingle with the main. 

XIII. 
A while their route they silent madie, 
As men who stalk for mouutam-d^^t^ 
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Till the good Bmee to BoiMildindy ' 
<< St Mary! what a aoeoe ii hero i 
I've traversed many a mountainHrtraady 
Abroad and in my native landi 
And it has been my lot to tread 
Where safety more than pleasure led ; 
Thus, many a waste I've wandered o'er, 
Clombe many a onig> crossed many a moor« 
But« by my halidome^ 
A scene so mde, so wild as this» 
Tet so sablime in barrennesSf 
Ne'er did my wandering footsteps pressi 
Where'er I happed to roam." — 

XIV. 
No marvel thus the Monareh spake ; 

For rarely human eye has knowa 
A scene so stem as that dread lakei 

With its dark ledge of barren stone. 
Seems that primeval earthquake's sWay 
Hath rent a stnoge and shattered way 

Through the rude bosom of the hill, 
And that each naked precipicey 
Sable raviiic, and dark abyss. 
Tells of the outrage still. 
. The wildest glen, but this, can show 
Some touch of Nature's genial glow ; 
On hig^ Benmore green mosses grow, 
And beatb'beUs bad in deep 6lencToe> 
And copsf on Craohan-Ben, 
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But here, above, around, below> 

On moantain or in glen, 
Nor tree, nor shrub, nor plant, nor flower, 
Nor aught of vegetative power. 

The weary eye may ken. -^ 

For all is rocks at random thrown, 
Black waves, bare crags, and banks of stone. 

As if were here denied 
The summer sun, the spring's sweet dew. 
That clothe with many a varied hue 

The bleakest mountain-side. 



XV. 

And wilder, forward as they wound. 
Were the proud- cliffs and lake profound. 
Auge terraces of granite black 
Afforded rode and cumbered track ; 

For from the mountain hoar, 
Hurled headlong in some night of fear. 
When yelled the wolf and fled the deer, 

Loose crags had toppled o*ar ; 
And some, chance-poised and balanced, lay. 
So that a stripling arm might sway 

A mass no host could raise. 
In Nature's rage at random thrown. 
Yet trembling like the Druid's stone 

On its precarious base. 
The evening mists, with ceaseless change. 
Now clothed the mountains' lofty range, , 

Now left (heir foreheads bare, 



,f 
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And round the skirts their mantle furied. 

Or on the sable waters curled, 

Or, on the eddying lireeies whiried. 

Dispersed in middle air. 
And oft, condensed, at once they lower 
When, brief and fierce, the mountain shower 

Poors like a torrent down. 
And when return the son's glad beams, 
Whitened with foam a thousand streami 

Leap from the moontain's crown. 

XVL 
** This lake," said Bnice, « whose barriers drear 
Are precipices sharp and sheer, 
Yielding no track for goat or deer. 

Save the black shelves we treadi 
How term yoo its dark waves P and how 
Yon northern moontain's pathless brow, 

And yonder peak of dread, 
That to the evening son oplifts 
The gricsly golfii and slaty rifts. 

Which seam its shivered head ?" 
'< Ckiriskin call the dark lake's name, 
Coolin the ridge, as bards proclaim, 
From old Cochollin, chief of fame. 
Bot bards, familiar in our isles 
Rather with Nature's frowns than smiles, 
Foil oft their careless humoors please 
By sportive names for scenes like these. 

7» 
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I would old Torqail were to show 

His maidens with their breasts of snowi 

Or that my noble Liege were nigh 

To bear his nurse sing lallaby ! 

(The Maids — ^tall cliffii with breakers while, 

The Narse— a torrent's roaring mighty) 

Or that your eye could see the mood 

Of Corryvrekin's whirlpool rude. 

When dons the Hag her whitened hood — 

Tis thus our islesmen*s fancy frames, 

For scenes so stem, fantastic names.**— 

XVII. 
Answered the Brace, « And musing mind 
Might here a graver moral find. 
These mighty cliffs, that heave on high 
Their naked brows to middle sky. 
Indifferent to the sun or snow. 
Where nought can fade, and nought can Uo 
May they not mark a monarch's fate, — 
Raised high 'mid storms of strife and statt^ 
Beyond Itfe's lowlier pleasures placed. 
His soul a rock, his heart a waste ? 
O'er hope and love and fear aloft 
High rears his crowned head — But soft! 
Look, underneath yon jutting crag 
Are hunters and a slaughtered stag. 
Who may they be ? But late you said 
\o steps these desert regions tread ?"-^ 
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XVIII. 
" So said I— «iicl believed in sooth/* 
Ronald replied, '' 1 spoke the tnith. 
Tet now I spy, by yonder stone, 
Five men — ^they marie ns, and come on> 
And by thdr badge on bonnet borne, 
I guess them of the land of Lorn, 
Foes to my Liege.'* — ^< So let it be ; 
Tve faced worse odds than five to three — 
But the poor page can litUe aid ; 
Then be our battle thus arrayed, 
If our free passage they contest; 
Cope thou with two, I'll match the rest*" 
'< Not so, my Liege— for by my life. 
This sword shall meet the treble strife ; 
My strength, my skillin arms, more small, 
And less the loss should Ronald fall. 
But blesmen soon to soldiers grow, — 
Allan has sword as well as bow, 
And were my Monarch's order given, 
Two shafts should make oar number even.'* 
" No ! not to save my life !" he said ; 
" Enough of blood rests on my head. 
Too rashly [q[nlled — ^we soon shall know* 
Whether they come as friend or foe." — 

XIX. 
yjgh came the atnagen, and more iu|^v~~ 
Unless tbejrpleaaed the MonarcVaeT^. 
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Men were they all of evU mien, 
Down-looked, unwilling to be teen ; 
They moved with balf-reM^ved pace, 
And bent on earth each gloomy face. 
The foremost two were fair arrayed, 
With brogue and bonnet, trews and plud, 
And bore the arms of mountaineers. 
Daggers and broadswords, bows and spear 
The three, that lagged small space behind, 
Seemed serfs of more degraded kind ; 
Goat-skins or deer-hides o'er them east, 
Made a rude fence against the blast ; 
Their arms and feet and beads were bare, 
Matted their beards, unshorn their hair; 
For arms, the caitiffs bore in hand, 
A club, an axe, a nisty biftnd. 



■ 




XX. 

Onward, still mute, they kept the track ;-> 
<< Tell who ye be, or else stand back," 
Said Bruce ; << In deserts when they meet, 
Men pass not as in peaceful street.** — 
Still, at his stem command, they stood, 
And proffered greeting brief and mde, 
But acted courtesy so ill. 
As seemed of fear, and not of will. 
" Wanderers we are, as you may be ; 
Men hither driven by wind and sea. 
Who, if you list to taste our cheer, 
WHIsban with you this faMow Aect."— 
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** If from the sea, where lies your bark ?" 

** Ten fathom deep in ocean dark ! 

Wrecked yesternight ; but we are men. 

Who little sense of peril ken. 

The shades come down — ^the day is shut — 

Will yon go with us to our hut !*' — 

" Our vessel waits us In the bay ; 

Thanks for your profler— have good day.*'-— 

** Was (hat your galley, then, which rode 

Net far from shore when evening glowed ?**— 

** It was."— '< Then spare your needless pain. 

There will she now be sought in vain. 

We saw her from the mountain head» 

When with St. George's blaion red 

i southern vessel bore in sights 

Old yours raised sail, and took to flight" 

XXI. 
^ow, by the rood, unwelcome news !" 
va with Lord Ronald communed Bruce ; 
or rests there light enough to show 
\is their tale be true or no. 
men seem bred of churlish kind, 
ugged brows have bosoms kind ; 
rill go with them — ^food and fire 
heltering roof our wants require, 
uard 'gainst treachery will we keep, 
atch by turns our comrades' sleep. — 
allows, thanks ; your guests we'll bA) 
U wiUpay the courtiMy. 
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Come, lead as where yonr lodging liei , 
—Nay, soft ! we mix not companies. — 
Show ns the path o'er crag and stone, 
And we will follow yon ;-"lead on." — 

xxn. 

^hey reached the dreary cabin, made 
Of sails against a rock displayed. 

And there, on entering found, 
A slender boy, whose form and mien 
III suited with such savage scene, 
In cap and doak of velvet green. 

Low seated on the ground. 
His garb was such as minstrels wear. 
Dark was his hue, and dark his hair. 
His youthful cheek waa marred by care, 

His eyes in sorrow drowned. 
'< Whence this poor boy?** — As Roaald spoke 
The voice his trance of anguish broke ; 
As if awaked from ghastly dream. 
He raised his head with start and scream, 

And wildly gased around ; 
Then to the wall hb face he turned. 
And his dark cheek with blushes burned. 

XXIII. 
" Whose is the boy ?" again he said, 
'' By chance of war our c«(tlVv« m^iOift \ 
He may be yours, if you ^wiVd^\iCk\<^> 
That music has mora chaxmi l^siw ^^^o 
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?oTf though from etrlieat ohildhood mute, 
[he lad caa deftly touch the lute, 

And on the rote and viol phiy» 

And well can drive the time away 
For thoae who love such glee ; 

For me, the favouring breeae, when loud 

It pipes upon the galley shroud, 
Makes blither melody." 
■* Hath he, then, sense of spoken sound •'"*-^ 

— " Ay ; so his mother bade us know, 
k crone in our late shipwreck drowned. 

And hence the silly stripling's wo. 
More of the youth 1 cannot say, 
Onr captive but since yesterday ; 
n^heu wind and weather waxed so grim, 
We little listed think of him.— 
Bat why waste time in idle words ? 
Sit to your cheer — unbelt your swords.'* 
Sudden the captive turned his head, 
4nd one quick glance to Ronald sped. 
It was a keen and warning look, 
knd well the chief the signal took. 

XXIV. 

' Kind host,*' he said, " our needs require 
4 separate board and separate fire; 
Por know, that on a pilgrimage 
Wend I, my commde, and this page. 
ad, sworn to vigil and to fast, 
ng as this bmllowed teak shall last> 
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We never doff the plakl or sword, 
Or feast us at a itruiger*fe board ; 
And never share one common sleepi • 
But one must stili hk vigil keep. 
Thus for our separate nse^ good friend. 
Well hold this hat*8 remoter end." — 
< '' A churiish vow," the eldest said, 
'< And hard, methinks, to be obejred. 
How say you, if, to wreak the scorn 
That pa3r8 our kindness harsh return, 
We should refuse to share our meal P"— 
« — ^Then say we, that our swords are steel ! 
And our vow binds us not to fast, 
Where gold or force may buy repast" — 
Their host's dark brow grew keen and fell, 
His teeth are clenched} his features swell; 
Yet sunk the felon's moody ire 
Beibre Lord Ronald's glance of fire, 
Nor eould his craven courage brook 
The Monarch's calm and dauntless look. 
With laugh constrained, — <' Let every mail. 
Follow the fashion oi his clan! 
Each to his separate quarter^ keep. 
And feed or fast, or wake or sleep." — 

XXV. 

IMr fire at separate distance bums. 
By turns they eat, keep guard by turns ; 
For evil seems that old man's eye. 
Dark and designing, fierce yet shy. 
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Still he avoided forward look, 
Bat slow and circumspectly took 
A circling^ never-ceasing glance. 
By doabt and cunning marked at once. 
Which shot a mischief-boding ray, 
From under eyebrows shagged and gray. 
The younger, too, who seemed his son. 
Had that dark look, the timid shun ; 
The half-clad serfs behind them sate. 
And scowled a glare twixt-fear and hate- 
Till all, as darkness onward crept, 
Couched down and seemed to sleep, or slepti 
Nor he, that boy, whose ])oweriess tongue 
Must trust his eyes to wail his wrong, 
A longer watch of sorrow made, 
Bat stretched his limbs |o slumber laid» 

XXVI. 

Not in his dangerous host confides 
The King, but wary watch provides. 
Ronald keeps ward till midnight past. 
Then wakes the King, young Allan last ; 
Thus ranked, to give the youthful Page 
The rest required by tender age. 
-»What is Lord Ronald's wakeful thought, 
To chase the languor toil had brought? — 
(For deem not that he deigned to throw 
Bfneh eare upon such coward foe,) — 

8 
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Hb thiDki <rf lovely Inb«1, 
When at h«T ftMmia'i feet ibe fell, 
Nor leu when, plued in priiieelj aelle. 
She glanced on him wilhiaronciog eye*: 
At Woodstocke when he won the prise. 
Nor, faipin joj, io lOrTOW fsiri 
In pride of place as 'mid despair, 
Muat ^e alone eagrou his care. 
His Ihoughta Io his betrothed bride, 
To Edith, turn — O how decide. 
When here hii love and heart are given, 
And there hti faith stands plight to Hear 
No drowsy ward 'tis hit to keep. 
For seldom lovers long for sleep. 
Till sung his midDight hymn the owl. 
Answered the dog-fox with his howl. 
Then waked the King — at his request. 
Lord Ronald stretched himself to rest. 

XXVll. 
What spell was good King Robert's, aay. 
To drive the weary night away ? 
His was the patriot's buniiog thought, 
Of Freedom's haltle tnavely fought, 
or castles slnrmed, of cities freed. 
Of deep design and daring deed. 
Of Eoglend's roaes reft and torn, 

' And Scotland'* cross In triumph won. 
Of rout and rally, war and truce, 

4* /if^rpes think, so ttioug^\\)Mi%irae«. 
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To marveli *mid sach mofings higfay 

ileep shunned the monarch's thoughtful eye. 

(ow over Coo]in*s eastern head 

?he grayish light begins to spready 

rhe otter to his cavern drew, 

knd clamoured shrill the wakening mew ; 

rhen watched the Page— to needful rest 

rhe King resigned his aniious breast. 

xxvin. 

To A]lan*8 eyes was harder tasky 

The weary watch their safeties ask. 

le trimmed the fire, and gave to shine 

iVith bickering light the splintered pine; 

rhen gased awhile, where silent laid 

rheir hosts were shrouded by the (daid. 

But little fear waked in his mindy 

Por he was bred of martial kind, 

Kad, if to manhood he arrivey 

May match the boldest knight alive. 

Then thought he of his mother's tower, 

Hb little sister's green-wood bower, 

Bow there the Easter-gambols pass, 

knd of Dan Joseph's lengthened mass. 

But still before his weary eye 

In rays prolonged the blazes die— • 

Again he roused him^-on the lake 

looked forth, where now the twi\\g\vl-fL«k« 

Ypale oold dawa began to wake. 
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On €00110*8 cliffis the mist lay ftnledy' 
The morning breeze the lake had curled. 
The short dark waves, heaved to the land. 
With ceaseless plash kissed cliff or sand ; — 
It was a slumberous sound — ^he turned 
To tales at which his youth had bumedy 
Of pilgrim's path by demon crossed^ 
Of sprightly elf or yelling ghost, 
Of the wild witch's baneful cot, 
And mermaid's alabaster grot, 
Who bathes her limbs in sunless well 
Deep in Strathaird's enchanted cell. 
Thither in fancy wrapt he flies. 
And on his sight the vaults arise ; 
That hut's dark walls he sees no more. 
His foot is on the marUe floor, 
And o'er his bead the dazzling spars 
Gleam like a firmament of stars ! 
— ^Hark ! hears he not the sea-nymph ipeak 
Her anger in that thrilling shriek ? — 
No! all too late, with Allan's dream 
Mingled the captive's warning scream ! 
As from the ground he strives to start, 
A ruflian's dagger finds his heart! 
Upward he casts his dizzy eyes, . . . 
Murmurs his master's name, . . . and dies ! 

XXIX. 

JVot so awoke the King! his hand 
Snatched from the flame aknolledVitvAdi^ 
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The neanil wupon of hii wrath ; 
With thia lie crosied the mnrderer's path, 

And vencBd young Allan welE ! 
The ipatlered bnin and bubbling blood 
HUwd on the half-eitinguiabfd nood, 

The miicreuit gasped and fell ! 
Not ro*e in peace the lilaad Lord ; 
One culiiT died upon bia Bwordi 
And one beoealh his grasp lies prone, 
Id martHl grapple overthrown. 
But while Lord Rouald's dagger drank 
The liCe-btood from bis panting flwik, 
The Fatfaer^niffian of the band 
Behind bim reart a coward hand ! 

— O for a mameat'9 aid, 
Till Bruce, who deals no double blow, 
Dash to Ibe earth another foe, 

Above hU comrade laid ! — 
And it is (ained — the captive sprang 
Od the raised arm, and cloaely clun(i 

And, ere be ihook him loose. 
The mastered felon pressed the ground, 
And gaaped beneath ■ morlat wound. 
While o'er him stands the Brace. 

XXX. 

" Hiscresnt! while lasts thy flitting ^arit, 
0<*e me to know the poipose derfc. 
That armed thy hand withmurderouki^i 
Agwlait aAaetlea atrangeT's lib >"— 
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ti — j^o stranger thou!" with aooant felly 

Murmured the wretch; ** I know thee well ; 

And know thee for the foeman sworn 

Of my high chief, the mighty Lorn."— 

" — Speak yet again, and speak the tnith 

For thy soul's sake ! — from whence this youth P 

His country, bhlh, and name declare. 

And thus one evil deed repair." — 

— ** Vex me no* more ! . . . my biood runs r-old... 

No more 1 know than I have told. 

We found him in a bark we sought 

With difTerent purpose . . . and I thought*' . . . 

Fate cut him short; in blood andbroili 

As he had lived, died Cormac Doil. 

XXXT. 

Tlien resting on his bloody blade. 
The valiant Bruce to Ronald said, 
" Now shame upon us both ! — that boy 

Lifts his mute face to heaven. 
And clasps his hands, to testify 
His gratitude to God on high, 

For strange deliverance given. 
His speechless gesture thanks hath paid, 
Which our free tongues have left unsaid!*' — 
He raised the youth with kindly word, 
Bot marked him shudder at the sword; 
He cleansed it from its hue oC dea.\.\i> 
And plunged the weapon m ils ^V^^l^Vv. 
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» AUkBf poor cfiild! nofittiog part 

Fate doomed, when with so soft a hearty 

And form ao siigbt as thiiie» 
She made thee first a pirate*8 slave. 
Then, in his stead, a patron gave 

Of wayward lot like mine ; 
A landless priaee, whose vranderiog life 
Is but one scene of blood and strife — 
Yet scant of friends the Bruce shall be, 
But he'll find resting-place for thee. — 
Come, noble Ronald ! o'er the dead 
Enough thy generous grief is paid, 
And well has Allan's fate been wroke ; — 
Come, wend we hence — 'the day has broke. 
Seek we our bark — I trust the tale 
Was false, that she had hoisted sail." — 

xxxir. 

Yet, ere tbey left that charnel-cell. 
The Island Lord bade sad farewell 
To Allan :—" Who shall tell this tale," 
He said, ** in halls of Donagaile I 
Oh, who his widowed mother tell, 
That, ere hb bloom, her fairest fell ! — 
Rest thee, poor youth ! and trust my care. 
For mass and knell and funeral prayer ; 
While o*er those caitiffs, where they lie, 
The wolfsbal) snarl, the raven cty V — 

And now the eastern mountain''a hcaid 

^« tbe dark /ate tlire w lustre red *, 
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Bright gleams of gold and purple streak 
Ravine and precipice and peak — 
(So earthly power at distance shows ; 
' Reveals his splendour, hides bis woes.) 
0*er sheets of granite dark and broadi 
Rent and unequal, lay the road. 
In sad discourse the warriors wind, 
And the mute Page moves slow behind. 



END OF CANTO THIRD. 
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f. 

Stranger! if e*er thine ardent step hath traeed 

The northern realms of ancient Caledon, 
Where the prond Qneen of Wilderness hath placed, 

By lake and cataract, her lonely throne; 
SabUme but sad delight thy soul hath known, 

Casing on pathless glen and mountain high. 
Listing where from the cliffs the torrents throws 

Mingle their echoes with the eagle's cry, 
And with the sounding lake, and with the moaning 
sky. 

Tes! 'twas sublime, but sad. — ^The loneUnem 
Loaded tby beart, the desert tired thine e^^\ 
^dBtnuge mud awful fewn began to pifew 
Thy bosom with a stem solemnity. 
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Then hast thou wished some woodman's cottage 
nigh, 
Something that diowed of life, though low and 
mean, 
Glad sight, its curling wreath of smoke to spy. 
Glad sound, its cock's blithe carol would have 
been, 
Or children whooping wild beneath the wiHowl 
green. 



Sieh are- the scenes, where savage 
wakes 

An awful thrill that softens into sighs; 
Such feelings rouse them by dim Rannoch's lakesy 

In dark Glencoe such gloomy raptures rise: 
Or farther, where, beneath the northern skies* ' 

Chides wild Loch-Eribol his caverns hoar — 
But, be the minstrel judge, they yield the prim 

Of desert dignity to that dread shorey 
That sees grim Coolin rise, and hears Corisken roar. 

II. 

Through such wild scenes the champions pattedy 
When bold halloo and bugle-blast 
Upon the breeze came loud and fast. 
** There," said the Bruce, " blew Edward's honU 
Wh«t can have caused such brief return ? 
And see, brave Ronald, — see him dart 
^ 0*er stock and stone like hunted hart^ 
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Precipitate, as it the use, 
In jrar or sport, of Edward Bruce. 
— He marks us, aud hi^ eagw cry 
Will tell his news ere he be nigh/' — 

III. 
Loud Edward shouts, <' What make ye here, 
Warring upon the mountain deer, 

When Scotland wants her King? 
A hark Uma Lannqx crossed our track, 
Wiltfcir in speed I hurried back, 

XWiayoyful news to bring — 
The Dtml stirs in Teviotdale, 
And Douglas wakes his natii-e vale, 
Thy storm-tossed fleet hath won its way 
With little loss to Brodick-Bay, 
And Lennox, with a gallant band, 
Waits but thy coming and command 
To waft them o*er to Carrick strand. 
These are blithe news! — but mark the close ! 
Edward, the deadliest of our foes, 
As with his host be northward passed. 
Hath on the Borders breatlied his last*' — 

IV. 
Still stood the Bruce — his steady cheek 
Was little wonf his joy to speak, 
But then his colour rose : 

9 
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'<NoW| Scotland! shortly shalt tbou seei 
With God's high will, thy chUdren free» 

And vengeance on thy foes! 
Yet to no sense of selfish wrongS} 
Bear witness with me Heaven, belongs 

My joy o*er Edward's bier; 
I took my knighthood at his hand. 
And lordship held of him, and land^ 

And well may vouch it here, 
That, blot the story from his page, 
Of Scotland ruined in his rage, 
"^ You read a monarch brave and sage* 

And to his people dear." — 
*' Let London's burghers mourn her Lord, 
And Croydon monks his praise record/' 

The eager Edward said ; 
" Eternal as his own, my hate 
Surmounts the bounds of mortal fate, 

> And dies not with the dead! 
Such hate was his on Sol way's strand, 
When vengeance clenched his palsied hand, 
That pointed yet to Scotland's land, 

As hb last accents prayed 
Disgrace and corse upon his heir, 
If he one Scottbh head should spare, 
Till stretched upon the bloody lair 

Each rebel corpse was laid! 
Such hate was hb, when hb last breath 
^ ReBooaeed the peaeefol house of death , 
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And bade his. bones to Scotland's coast 

Bt borne by his remorseless host, 

As if his dead and stony eye 

Could still enjoy her misery ! 

Snch hate was his, — dark, deadly, long ; 

Mine, — as enduring, deep, and strong '."•—• 

V. 

*< Let women, Edward, war witli words, 
With curses mlhiks, but men with swords , 
. Nor doubt of living foes, to sate 
Deepest revenge and deadliest Bate. 
Now, to tlie sea ! behold the beach, 
And see the galleys* pendants stretch 
Their fluttering length down favouring gale ! 
Aboard, aboard ! and hoist the sail. 
Hold we our way for Arran first, 
Where meet in arms our friends dispersed ; 
Lennox the loyal, De la Haye, 
And Boyd the bold in battle fray. 
I long the hardy band to head. 
And see once more my standard spread. — 
Does noble Ronald share our course. 
Or stay to raise his island force ?" — 
** Come weal, come wo, by Bruce's side," 
Replied the Chief, << will Ronald bide. 
And since two galleys yonder ride, 
Be mine, so please my liege, dismissed 
To wake to arms the dans •£ Uist, 
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And all who hear the Mincbcs roary 
On the Long Island's lonely shore. 
The nearer Isles, with slight delay. 
Ourselves may summon in our way ; 
And soon on Arran's shore shall meety 
With Torquils aid, a gallant fleet, 
If aught avails their Chieftain's hest 
Among the islesmen of the west.**— 

VI. * 

Tkus w§s their venturous cpuncil said* 
But ere their sails the galleys spread^ 
Corisken dark and Coolin high 
Echoed the dirge's doleful cry; 
Along that sable lake passed slowy-^ 
Fit fcene for such a sight of wo,— 
The sorrowing islesmen, as they bore 
The murdered Allan to the shore, 
At every pause, with dismal shout, 
Their coronach of grief rung out, 
And ever, when they moved again, 
The pipes resumed their clamorous strain. 
And, with the pibroch's shrilling wail, 
Mourned the young heir of Donagaile. 
Round and around, from cliff and cave, 
His answer stern old Coolin gave. 
Till high upon his misty side 
Languished the mournful noles^ «AvdL^«dL. 
^or never sounds, by mortaV m«L^«) 
Attained his high aad haggaxA \vead> 
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That echoes hut the tempest's moan, 
Or the deep thuDder*s rending groan* 

vn. 

Merrily, merrily, bounds the bark, 

She bounds before the gale, 
The mountain breeze from Ben-na-darch 

Is joyous in her sail ! 
With fluttering sound, like laughter hcMurse, 

The cord^^d canvass strain, 
The waves, divided by her force. 
In rippling eddies chased her course. 

As if they laughed again. 
Not down the breeze more blithely flew, 
Skimming the wave, the light sea-mew, 

Than that gay galley bore 
Her course upon that favouring wind. 
And Coolin's crest has sunk behind. 

And Slapln*s caverned shore. 
Twas then that warlike signals wake 
Dunscaith's dark towers and Eisord's lake, 
And soon from Cavilgarrigh's head. 
Thick wreaths of eddying smoke were spread^ 
A summons these of war and wrath, 
Tolhe brave clans of Sleat and Strath, 

And, ready at the sight. 
Each warrior to his we^)ons sprung, 
And targe upon his shoulder flan^, 
Impatient for the fight. 



102 THt; LORD OF Cantc 

Mac-Kinnonfs chief, io warfare gray^ 
Had charge to muster their array. 
And guide their barks to Brodick-Bay. 

VIIL 
Signal of Ronald's high command, 
A beacon gleamed o'er sea and land, 
From Canna's tower, that, steep and gray, 
Like falcon-nest o'erbangs the bay. 
Seek not the giddy crag to climbif 
To view the turret scathed by time; 
It is a task of doubt and fear 
To aught but goat or mountain-deer. 
But rest thee on the silver beach, 
And let the aged herdsman teach 

His tale of former day; 
His cur's wild clamour he shall chide, 
And for thy seat by ocean's side, 

His varied plaid display; 
Then tell, with Canna's Chieftain came, 
In ancient times, a foreign dame 
To yonder turret gray. 
Stem was her Lord's suspicious mind, 
Who in so rude a jail confined 

So soft and fair a thrall ! 
And oft when moon on ocean slept. 
That lovely lady sate and wept 
Upon the castle-wall, 
And tuKned her eye to sout]ieni tWm^v 
And thought perchance o{Viav>iB^w\A.ti\^V 
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And tonched her lote by flt8> and rang 
WQd ditties in her native tongue. 
And still) when on the cliff and bay 
Placid and pale the moonbeams play, 

And every breeze is mule. 
Upon the lone Hebridean*s ear 
Steals a strange pleasure mixed with fear, 
While from that cliff be seems to bear 

The murmur of a lute, 
And sounds, UMif a captive lone. 
That mourns her woes in tongue unknown/^ 
Strange is the tale — but all too long 
Already hath it staid the song — 

Yet who may pass them by, 
That crag and tower in ruins grey, 
Nor to their hapless tenant pay 

Thetribnteofasigh! 

IX. 

Merrily, merrily, bounds the bark 

0*er the broad ocean driven. 
Her path by Ronin's mountains dark 

The steersman's hand has given. 
And Roniirs mountains dark have sent 

Their hunters to the shore. 
And each his ashen bow unbent} 

And gave his pastime o'er. 
And at the island Lord's command, 
For huaiiDg spear took wsUtioc's bmnOL. 
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On Scooreigg next a warning light 
Summoned her warriors to the fight; 
A numerous race, ere stem M acleod 
O'er their bleak shores in vengeance strode^ 
When all in vain the ocean cave 
Its refuge to his victims gave. 
The Chief, relentless in his wrath, 
With blazing heath blockades the path ; 
In dense and stifling volumes rolled, 
The vapour filled the cavemed Hold ! 
The warrior-threat, the infant's plain, 
'• The mother's screams, were heard in vain; 
The vengeful Chief maintains his fires. 
Till in the vault a tribc>xpires ! 
The bones which strew that*cavem*s gloom, 
Too well attest their dismal doom. 

X. 

Merrily, merrily, goes the bark 

On a breeze from the northward free. 

So shoots through the morning sky the lark. 
Or the swan tiirough the summer sea. 

The shores of Mull on the eastward lay, 

And Ulva dark and Colonsay, 

And all the group of blets gay 

That guard famed Staffa round. 

Then all unknown its columns ntse, 

Where dark and undisturbed Te^sft 
The cormorant bad Coand) 
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And the shy seal had quiet homey 

And weltered in that wond'rous dome. 

Where, as to shame the temples decked 

By skill of earthly architect^ 

Nature herself, it seemed, would raise 

A Minster to her Maker's praise ! 

IVot for a meaner use ascend 

Her columns or her arches bend ; 

Nor of -a theme less solemn tells 

That mighty surge that ebbs and sweUflj^^ 

And still, between each awful pattse» 

From the high vault an answer draws^ 

In varied tone prolonged and high* 

That mocks the organ's melody. 

Nor doth its entrance front in vain 

To old lona's holy fane, 

That Nature's voice might seem to say, 

** Well hast thou done, frail child of clay t 

Thy humble powers that stately shrine 

tasked high and hard — ^but witness mine !"-^ 

XI. 

Merrily, merrily, goes the bark, 

Before the gale she bounds ; 
So darts the dolphin from the shark, 

Or the deer before the hounds. ' 
They left Loch-Tua on their lee, 
Jkadthey wakened the men of the wttdTw^ 
And the chief of the sandy CdU ; 
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They paused not at Columba's islei 
Though pealed the bells from the holy piU 

With long and measured toll ; 
No time for matin or for mass, 
And the sounds of the holy summons paas 

Away in the billows* roll. 
Lochbuie's fierce and warlike Lord 
Theur signal saw, and grasped his swordy 
And verdant Hay called her host, , 

And the dans of Jura's nigged coast 

Lord Ronald's call obey, 
And Scarba's isle, whose tortured shore 
Still rings to Corrievreken's roar, 

And lonely Colonsay ; 
— Scenes sung by him who sings no more ! 
His bright and brief career b o'er. 

And mute his tuneful strains ; . 
Quenched is his lamp of varied lore, 
That loved the light of song to. pour, 
A distant and a deadly shore 

Has Leyden's cold remains ! 

XII. 

Ever the breeze blows merrily. 
But the galley ploughs no more the sea. 
Lest, rounding wild Cantire, they meet 
^The southern foemen's watchful fleet. 

They held unwonted way ; — • 

Up Tarbat's iirestern lake they bore, 
Then dragged their bark l\ie Ve^VimM^ o'er, 
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li for as KI1inaconiiel*8 shore, 

Upon the eastern bay. 
It was a wondroos sight to see 
Topmast and pennon glitter free. 
High raised above the greenwood tree, 
As on dry land the galley moves, 
By cliflf and copse and alder groves. 
Deep import from that selcouth sign. 
Did many a mountain Seer divine, 
For ancient legends told the Gael, 
That when a royal bark shonld sail 

0*er Kilmaconnel moss, 
Old Albyn shonld in fight prevail. 
And every foe should faint and qoail 

Before her silver Cross. 

XIII. 
Now launched once more, the inland sea 
They furrow with fair augury. 

And steer for Arran's isle ; 
The sun, ere yet he sunk behind 
Ben-ghoil, " the Mountain of the Wind,^* 
(fove his grim peaks a greeting kind. 

And bade Loeh-Ranza smile. 
Thither their destined course they drew ; 
It seemed the isle her monarch knew, 
So brilliant was the landward view, 

The ocean so serene ; 
Each puny wave in diamonds rolled 
O'er the calm deep, where hues oC gpXd 

WiVi aEure strove, and greens 
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The hill, the vale, the tree, the tower, • ^V , 
Glowed with tlie tints oCeveuing's hour^ 

The beach was silver sheen, 
The wind breathed soft as lover's sigiiy 
And, oft renewed, seemed oft to die, 

With breathless pause between. 
O who, with speech of war and woeS> 
Would wish to break the soft repose 

Of such enchanting scene 1 

XIV. 
'^* Is It of war Lord Ronald speaks ? 
The blush that dies his manly cheeks^ 
The timid look, and downcast eye, 
And faltering voice, the theme deny. 
And good King Robert's brow expressed, 
He pondered o'er some high request. 

As doubtful to approve ; 
Tet in his eye and lip the while 
Dwelt the half-pitying glance and smile. 
Which manhood's graver mood beguile, 
When lovers talk of love. 
Anxious his suit Lord Ronald pled ; 
— '* And for my bride betrothed," he said, 
« My Liege has beard the rumour spread 
Of Edith from Artomish fled. 
Too hard her fate — I claim no right 
To blame her for her hasty &i^\^\i 
Be joy and happiness her \ot\ — 
Bat she hath fled the hndal-VnAS 
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iliorn recalled his promise plighti 
Ejph the assembled Chieftains* sight. — 
When, to fulfil our father's band, 
I proflfered all I could — my hand — 

I was repulsed with scorn; 
Mine honour I should ill assert. 
And worse the feelings of my heart, 
If I should play a suitor's part 
Agam, to pleasure Lorn." — 

XV. 
" Young Lord,'* the royal Bruce replied, 
" That question must the Church decide ; 
Yet seems it hard, since rumours state 
Edith takes Clifford for her mate, 
The very tie, which she hath broke. 
To thee should still be binding yoke. 
But, for my sister Isabel — 
The mood of woman who can tell ? 
I guesi the Champion of the Rock, 
Victorious in the toumay shock. 
That knight unknown, to whom the prize 
She dealt,^ — had favour in her eyes ; 
Bat since our brother Nigel's fate. 
Our ruined house and hapless state, 
From worldly joy and hope estranged^ 
Bfuch is the hapless mourner changed. 
Ptfcbance," here smiled the noble King, 
''Tbig tmlt may other musings bring. 

10 
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Soon shall we know — :yon monntaiDS hid* 
The little convent of Saint Bride; 
There, sent by Edward, she most stay. 
Till fate shall give more prosperous day* 
And thither will I bear thy suit. 
Nor will thine advocate be mute."— 

XVI. 

As thus they talked in earnest mood. 
That speechless boy beside them stood. 
He stooped his head against the mast> 
And bitter sobs came thick and fast, 
A grief that would not be repressed. 
But seemed to burst his youthful breast. 
His hands against his forehead held, 
As if by force his teara repelled, 
But tlirough his fingers, long and slight, 
Fast trilled the drops of crystal bright. 
Edward, who walked the deck apart, 
First spied this conflict of the heart, 
Thoughtless as brave, with bluntness kind 
He sought to cheer the sorrower's mind; 
By force the slender hand he drew 
From those poor eyes that streamed with dew. 
As in his hold the stripling strove, — 
(Twas a rough grasp, though meant in love,} 
Awa^ his tears the warrior swept. 
And bade shame on him WialVie Nve\^.. 
** / would to heaven, tby hfc\vi\eaa loxv^afc 
Could teM^Tne who haUn wtovi^V\\. VV\^^ v?x^^i^' 
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, For, were he of our crew the best, 
* The insalt went not unredressed. 

Come, cheer thee ; thou art now of age 

To be a warrior's gallant page ; • 

Thou shalt be mine ! — a palfrey fair 

O er hill and holt my boy shall bear, 

To hold my bow in hunting groye> 

Or speed on errand to my love : 

For well I wot thou wilt not tell 

The temple where my wishes dwell."— 

xvir. 

Bmce ioferposed^ — « Gay Edward, no, 
This is no yoath to hold thy bow, 
To fill thy goblet, or to bear 
Thy message light to lighter fahr. 
Thou art a patron all too wild 
And thoughtless, for this orphan child. 
See*st thou not how apart he steals, 
Keeps lonely conch and lonely meals ^ 
Fitter by far in yon calm cell 
To tend our sister Isabel, 
With father Augustine to share 
The peaceful change of convent prayer. 
Than wander wild adventnres through. 
With such a reckless guide as you." — 
" Thanks, brother!" Edward answered g^y> 
^^ For the high laud thy words convey \ 
Bat we may lewn 0ome fatfire dffys 
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If thou or I can this poor boy 
Protect the best, or best employ. 
Meanwhile, our vessel nears the strand ; 
Launch we the boat, and seek the land." — 

XVUI. 
To land King Robert lightly sprung, 
And thrice aloud his bugle rung 
With note prolonged and varied strain, 
TiU bold Ben-ghoil replied again. 
Good Douglas then, and De la Haye, 
Had in a glen a hart at bay. 
And Lennox cheered the laggard hounds. 
When waked that horn the green-wood bounds. 
'^ It is the foe !" cried Boyd, who came 
In breathless haste with eye on flame, — 
"It is the foe ! — Each valiant lord 
Fling by his bow, and grasp his sword!" — 
*' Not so," replied the good Lord James, 
" That blast no English bugle claims. 
Oft have I heard it fire the fight. 
Cheer the pursuit, or stop the flight. 
Dead were my heart, and deaf mine ear. 
If Bruce should call, nor Douglas hear! 
Each to Loch-Ranza's margin spring; 
That blast was winded by the King!" — 

XIX. 

Fast to their mates the tidingi aipte%di> 
\And fast to shore the wamois sv^^- 
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Banting from glen and green-wo6d tree, 
High waked their loyal jubilee! 
Aroand the royal Brace they crowd, 
And clasped his hands, and wept aloud. 
Veterans of early fields were there. 
Whose helmets pressed their hoary hair. 
Whose swords and axes bore a stain 
From life-blood of the red-haired Dane ; 
And boys, whose hands scarce brooked to wield 
The heavy sword or bossy shield. 
Men too were there, that bore the scars 
' Impressed in Albyn's woful wars, 
At Falkirk*s fierce and fatal fight, 
Teyndnim*s dread rout and Methven's flight ; 
The might of Douglas there was seen, 
There Lennox with his graceful mien ; 
Kirkpatrick, Closeborn's dreaded Knight ; 
The Lindsay, fiery, fierce, and light; 
The Heir of murdered De la Haye, 
And Boyd the grave, and Seton gay. 
Around their King regained they pressed, 
Wept, shouted, clasped him to their breast. 
And young and old, and serf and lord, 
And he who neVr unslieathed a sword, 
And he in many a peril tried, 
Alike resolved the brunt to bide. 
And live or die by Biuoe*8 side ! 

1A» 
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XX. 

Oh, War ! thou bast thy fierce delight. 
Thy gleams of joy, inteuseiy bright ! 
Such gleams, as from tiiy polished shield 
Fly dazzling o'er thy battle-field ! 
Such ti*ansport8 wake, severe and high, 
Amid the pealing conquest-cry ; 
Scarce less, when, after battle lost. 
Muster the remnants of a host, 
And as each comrade's name they tell , 
Who in the well-fought conflict fell, 
Knitting stem brow o'er flashing eye. 
Vow to avenge them or to die ! — 
W^arriors ! — and where are warriors found, 
If not on martial Britain's ground ? 
And who, when wakeci. with note of fire, 
Love more than they the British lyre ? — 
Know ye not, — hearts to honour dear ! 
That joy, deep-thrilling, stern, severe, 
At wbich the heart-strings vibrate high. 
And wake the fountains of the eye ? 
And blame ye, then, the Bruce, if trace 
Of tear is on his manly facej 
When, scanty reliques of the train 
That hailed Mt Scone his early reign, 
This patriot band around him hung, 
And to his knees and iKUoni clung ? — 
BlaiAe ye the Bruce ? — \o& broVXieT \^^^^ 
^t shared the weakness, vvbiiiVe ^VAp^^i 
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With'haughty laugh his head he turnedy 
And dashed away the tear he iGorned. 

xxr. 

"lis morning, and the Convent bell 
Long time had ceased its matin knell, 

Within thy walls, Saint Bride ! 
An aged Sbter soaght the cell 
Assigned to Lady Isabel, 

And hurriedly she cried, 
*^ Haste, gentle Lady, haste — there waits 
A noble stranger at thegates; 
Saint Bride's poor vot'reM ne'er has seen 
A knight of such a princely mien ; 
His errand, as he bade me tell. 
Is with the Lady Isabel."— 
The princess rose, for on her knee 
Low bent she told her rosary, — 
** Let him by thee his purpose teach ; 
I may not give a stranger speech.** — 
« Saint Bride forefehd, thou royal Maid!" 
The portress crossed herself, and said, — 
** Not to be prioress teight I 
Debate his will, his suit deny."— 
" Has earthly show then, simple foob - 
Power o'er a sister of thy rule, 
And art thou like thf-woridly train, 
MaS^ied by splendown light and vwaV — - . 
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xxu. 

" Not Lady ! in old eyes like mine 
Gauds liave no glitter, gems no sliine ; 
Nor grace liis ranic attendants vainy 
One youthful page is all his train. 

A: ■■■ Itfe the form, the eye, the word, 

?i;... The bearing of that stranger Lord ; 
His stature, manly, bold, and tall. 
Built like a castle's battled wall, 
Yet moulded in such just degrees, 
His giant-strength seems lightsome ease.. 
Close as the tendrils of the vine 
His locks upon his forehead twine, 
Jet-black, save where some touch of gray 
Has ta'en the youthful hue away. 
Weather and war their rougher trace 
Plave left on that majestic face ; — 
But lis his dignity of eye ! 
'jrh«re, if a suppliant, would I fly, v 
Secure, ^middanger, wrongs, and grief. 
Of sympathy, redress, relief— 
That glance, if guilty, would I dread 
More than the doom that spoke me dead !"— * 
" Enough, enough," the princess cried, 
" 'Tis Scothnd's hope, her joy, her pride ! 
To meaner front was ne*er assigned 
Such mastery o'er the common mind^ 
Bestowed thy high designs to «.\d, 
Mow long, O Heaven I bow long de\«ye^\— 
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iBf Mona, haste, to introduce 
darling brother, royal Bmce !** — 

xxm. 

y met like friends who part in pain, 
I meet in doubtful hope again. '^ 

when subdued that fitful swell, 
i Bruce surveyed the humble cell ;*- 
nd this is thine, poor Isabel, — 
;t pallet-couch, and naked wall, 
room of state, and bed of pall ; 
costly robes and jewels rare, 
tring of beads and zone of hair; 
I for the trumpet's sprightly call 
iport or banquet, grove or hall^ 
belPs grim voice divides thy care 
lit hours of penitence and prayer! 
I for thee, my royal claim 
m the^irst David's sainted name ! ^ 

o for thee, that while he sought 
right, thy brother feebly fought !" — 

XXIV. 
)w lay these vain regrets aside, 

be the unshaken Bruce I" she Cried; 
>r more I glory to have shared 

woes thy ventuqpm spurit dared, 
m raising Grst thy vaUMPtband 
9cae of thy aatife land, 
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Thstn had fair Fortune set me down 
The partner of an empire's crown. 
And grieve not that on Pleasure's stream 
I*9o more I drive in giddy dream. 
For Heaven the erring pilot kneiv. 
And from the gulf the vessel drew. 
Tried me with judgments stem and great. 
My house's ruin, thy defeat, 
Poor Nigel's death, till, tamed, I own. 
My hopes are fixed on Heaven alone ; 
Nor e'er shall earthly prospects win 
My. heart to this Vain world of sin.'*-~ 

XXV. 

<' Nay, Isabel, for such stem choice, 
First wilt thou wait thy brother's voice ; 
Then ponder if in convent scene 
No softer thoughts might intervene— 
Say they were of that unknown Kni|^, 
Victor in Woodstock's touraey-fight — 
Nay if his name such blush you owe, 
Victorious o'er a fairer foe !" — 
Truly his penetrating eye 
Hath caught that blush's passing die, — 
Like the last beam of evening thrown 
On a white cloud, — just seen and gone. 
Soon with calm cheek and steady eye. 
The princess made composed Te^p\^ *. 
"I gneas my brother's meaning vfe^** 
For not 00 silent is the c«\\, 
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But we have heard the idesmen all 

Arm ID thy cause at Rooald's cally 

And mine eye proves that Knight unknown 

And the brave Island Lord are one. — 

Had then hb suit been earlier madei 

In his own name, with thee to aid, 

(But that his plighted faith forbade,) ! 

I know not But thy page so near f — 

This is no tale for meniars ear." — 

XXVI. 

Still stood that Page, as far apart 

As the small cell would space afford ; 
With diaszy eye and bursting heart. 

He leaned hb weight on Bmce*s sword ^ 
The monarch's mantle too be bore, 
And drew the fold hb visage o'er. 
** Fear not for him — ^in murderous strife," 
Said Bruiy, " bis warning saved my life ; 
Full seldom parts he from my side ; i 

And in his silence I confide, 
Since he can tell no tale again. — 
He b a boy of gentle strain, 
And I have purposed he shall dwell 
In Augustine the chaplain's cell, 
And wait on thc^, my Isabels — 
Mind not hb tears ; I've seen them flow, 
ABuiibe thaw dbsolres the snow. 
Tif a kind yoath, b«t fanciful, 
U96t against tite tide to puU, 
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And those that with the Bruce would sail^ 
Must learn to strive with stream and gale.^- 
But forward, gentle Isabel — 
M^ answer for Lord Ronald tell." — 

xxvn. 

" This answer be to Ronald given — 

The heart he asks is fixed on heaven. 

My love was like a summer flower. 

That withered in the wintry hour. 

Born but of vanity and pride. 

And with these sunny visions died. 

If further press his suit — ^then say, 

He should his plighted troth obey, 

Troth plighted both with ring and word, 
' And sworn on crucifix and sword. — 

Oh, shame thee, Robert ! I have seen 

Thou hast a woman's guardian been ! 

E'en in extremity's dread hour, ^ 

When pressed on thee the Southern power, " ^ 

And safety, to all human sight, 

Was only found in rapid flight. 

Thou heard'st a wretched female plain 

In agony of travail pain, 

And thou didst bid thy little band 

Upon the instant turn and stand. 

And dare the worst the foe might do, 
. Rather than, like a knight untrue, 

Leave to pursuers merciless 

A woman in Iier last distress — 
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And irflt thoa now deny thine aid 
To an oppressed and injured maid, 
E'en plead for Ronald's perfidy. 
And press his fickle faith on me ? — 
So witness Heaven, as true I vow, 
Had I those earthly feelings now. 
Which could my former bosom move 
Ere taught to set its hopes above, 
rd spurn each proffer he could bring ; 
Till at my feet he laid the ring. 
The ring and spousal contract both, 
And fair acquittal of his oath, 
By her who brooks his perjured scorn, 
The ill-requited maid of Lorn !" — 

xxvm. 

With sudden impulse forward sprung 
The Page, and on her neck he hung ; 
Then, recollected instantly. 
His head he stooped, and bent his knee, 
Kissed twice the hand of Isabel, 
Arose, and sudden left the cell. — 
The princess, loosened from his hold. 
Blushed angry from his bearing bold ; 

But good King Robert cried, 
" Chafe not — by signs he speaks his mind, 
He heard the plan my care designed, 

Nor could his transports hide. — 
Bat, sister, now bethink thee well ; 
No easy choice the convent ce\A *, 

11 
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Trust J shall play no tyrant part. 
Either to force thy hand or hearty 
Or suffer that Lord Ronald scorn, 
Or wrong for thee, the Maid of Lorn. 
But think, — not long the time has been, 
That thou wert'wont to sigh unseen, 
And wouldst the ditties best approve^ 
That told some lay of hapless love. 
Now are thy wishes in thy power. 
And thou art bent on cloister bower ! 
O ! if our Edward knew the change, 
How would his busy satire range, 
With many a sarcasm varied still 
On woman's wish, and woman's will !" 

XXIX. 

" Brother, I well believe," she said, 
" E'en so would Edward's part be played. 
Kindly in heart, in word severe, 
A foe to thought, and grief, and fear, 
tie holds his humour uncontrolled ; 
But thou art of another mould. 
Say then to Ronald, as I say. 
Unless before my feet he lay 
The ring which bound the faith he swore, 
By'Edith freely yielded o'er. 
He moves his suit to me no more. 
Nor do I promise, e'en \l now 
tie stood absolved of s]pous«\\ov»> 
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Tbal*I would cbaoge my purpoae made. 
To shelter me ia holy shades — 
Brother, for little tpace, farewell ! 
To other duties warns the bell."—- 

XXX. 
« Lost to the world/* King Robert said, 
When he had left the rojra^ maid^ 
<< Lost to the worid by lot severe, 
O what a gem liep buried here, 
Nipped by misfortune*s cruel frost, 
The buds of fair affection lost !— 
But what have I with love io^o f 
Far sterner cares my lot pursue. 
—Pent in this isle we may not lie, 
Nor would it long our wants supply. 
Right opposite, the mainland towers 
Of my own Tumberry court our powers-*- 
—Might not my father*s beadsman hoar, 
Cuthbert, who dwells upon the shore, 
Kindle a signal-flame, to show 
The time propitioos for the blow ?«<- 
It shall be so — some friend shall bear 
Our mandate with despatch and care ; 
Edward shall find the messenger. 
That fortress ours, the island fleet 
May on the coast of Carrick meetf>»- 
O Scotlaod ! shall it e'er be mine 
Te wnak thy wroogn in batUe-UnB, 



I<e4 THE LORD OF, kc. Canto 17. 

To raise my victor head, and see 
Thy hills, thy dales, thy people free, — 
That glance of bliss is all I crave, 
Betwixt my labours and my grave !" — 
Then down the hill he slowly went, 
Oft pausing on the steep descent. 
And reached the spot where his bol4 train 
Held rustic camp upon the plain. 
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I. 



Ok fair Loch-Ranza streamed the early day. 
Thin wreaths o( cottage-smoke are ii(yward 
curiedy 
From the lone hamleti which her inland bay 

And circling mountains sever from the world. 
And there the fisherman hb rail unfurled, 

The goat-herd drove his kids to steep Ben-Ghoil| 
Before the hut the dame her spindle twirled, ' 
Courting the sunbeam as she plied her toilf — 
For; wake wliere*er he may, Man wakes to care, and 
coil. 



But other duties called each convent maid^ 

Boosed by the sommons of tbiemo^K^^rai^vrtLVwS^ 
Sung were the matins and the iii8A« ^tt& «^<» 
^d every ghter sought her ftev«w^» ^^^^ 
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Such was the rule, her rosary to tell. 

And Isabel has knelt in lonely prayer; 
The sunbeam, through the narrow latticei fell 

Upon the snowy neck and long dark hair. 
As stooped her gentle head in meek demotion thert, 

II. 

She raised her eyes, that duty done^ 
When glanced upon the pavement stonej 
Gemmed and enchased, a golden ring} 
Bound to a scroll with silken string, 
With few brief words inscribed to tell^ 
« This for the Lady Isabel." 
Within, the writing farther bore, — 
** 'Twas with this ring his plight he swor8; 
With this his promise I restore ; 
To her who can the heart commandy 
Well may I yield the plighted hand* 
And O ! for better fortune born. 
Grudge not a passing sigh to mourn 
Her who was Edith once of Lorn,!" — 
One single flash of glad surprise 
Just glanced from Isabel's dark eyesy 
But vanished in the blush of shame, 
. That,, as its pAiance, instan^ame. 
** O thought unworthy of my race ! 
Selfish, ungenerous, mean, and base, 
A moment's throb of joy to own, 
That rose upon her hopes o'erthrown !•>«• 
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Thou pledge of vows too well believed. 
Of man injeinite and maid deceived, 
ThinlE not tby Instre here shall gain 
Another heart to hope in vain ! ' 
For thou shalt rest, thou tempting gaad> 
Where worldly thopghts are overawed, 
And worldly splendoun sink debased." — 
Then by the cross the ring she placed. 

lU. 

Next rose the thought, — its owner far. 
How came it here-through bolt and bar?-* 
Bot the dim lattice fe a-jar— 
She looia alMroad— the noming dew 
A light riioit step had Imisfaed anew, 

And there were foot prints seen 
On the carved buttress rising still, 
Till onliie mossy window-sill 

Their track eflheed the green. 
The ivy twigs were torn an Aayed, 
As if some climber's steps to M.-^ 
But who the hardy messenger, 
Whose venturous path these signs infer ?-^ 
** Strange doubts are mine !— 'Mona, draw nigh, 
— Nought 'scapes old Mona's curious eye — 
What strangers, gentle mother, say, 
Have sought these holy walls to^ay ?" — 
*^ None,'Lady, none of note or name ; 
Only your brother*s foot-page camO) 



i 



130 "fHE LORD OF Gwito 

At peep of dawn—I prayed bim pan 
To chapel where they said the mass ; 
Bat like an arrow he shot by , 
And tears seemed bursting from his eye."— « 

IV. 
The truth at once on Isabel, 
As dacted by a sunbeam, fell.— 
" 'TIS Edith's self !— her speechless wo, - 
Her form, her looks, the secret show ! 
'-'Instant, good Mona, to the bay. 
And to my royal brother say, 
I do conjure him seek my cell. 
With that mute page he loves so well.'*— 
** What ! know'st thou not his warlike host 
At break of day has left our coast P 
My old eyes saw them from the tower. 
At eve they couched in green-wood bower^ 
At dawn a bugle-signal, made 
By their bold LohI, their ranks arrayed ; 
Up sprung the spears through bush and tree* . 
No time for benedicite ! ' 
Like deer, that, rousing from their lair. 
Just shake the dew-drops finom theur haur. 
And toss their armed crests aloft, • 
Such matins theirs !" — *< Good mother, soft— 
H^here does my brother bend his way ?**— 
'' As I have heard, Cot Bto^cV-^kj , 
Across the ule— of \)axka «^ «coy« 
lAe there, 'tis said, to v»«Att\\eTiio'«» 
On sudden new8> to Cwre'vtW-^^tt' 



^v 
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^ If snch their purpose, deep the needj" 
Said anxious Isabel, ^ of speed ! y 
Call Father Augustine, good dame."-^ 
The nun obeyed, the. Father came. 

V. 
" Kind Father, hie, without delay, 
Across the hills to Brodick-Bay ! 
Thu message to the Bruce be given ; 
I pray him, by his hopes of Heaven, 
That, till he spealE with me, he stay! 
Or, if his haste broolE no delay. 
That he deliver, on my suit, 
Into thy charge that stripling mute. 
Thus prays his sister Isabel, 
For causes more than she may tell- 
Away, good father ! — take good heed. 
That life and death are on thy speed."— 
His cowl the good old priest did on, 
Took his piked staff and sandalled shoon^ 
And, like a palmer bent by eld, 
0*er moss and moor his journey held. 

VI. 
Heavy and dull the foot of age, 
And rugged was the pilgrimage ; 
But noAe was there beside, whose care 
Af/g^/jt sacb important message beax. 
Through birebea copse he wandered »Vwi> 
^Umtea mid Maplem, thio mud low •, 



132 TH£ LORD OF . CiiitoV. 

By many a mountain stream he paaiedt 
From the tall cliffs in tumult casty 
Dashing to foam their waters dun, 
And sparkling in the summer sun. 
Round his gray head the wild curlew 
In many a fearless circle flew. 
0*er chasms he passed, where fmeturef widi 
Graved wary eye and ample stride ; 
He crossed his brow beside the stoney 
¥niere Druids erst heard victims groaD} 
And at the cairns upon the wild, 
0*er many a heathen hero piledf 
He breathed a timid prayer for those 
Who died ere Shiloh*s sun arose. 
Beside M acfarlane's Cross he staid, ' 

There told his hours within the shade. 
And at the stream his thhrat allayed. 
Thence onward joume3ring slowly still, 
As evening closed he reached the hill, 
Where, rising through the woodland green^ 
Old Brodick's gothic towers were seen. 
From Hastings late, their English Lord, 
Douglas had won them by the sword. 
The sun, that sunk behind the isle, 
I<low tinged them with a parting smile. 

VU. 

But though the beams oi^i^l^eAvji 
Twas bustle all ia BuodicV-Bvf . 
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The Bruee'« foUowen erowd th^ ahorei 
And boats and barges some unmoor, 
Some raise the sail, some seise the oar ; 
Their eyes oft toroed where glimmered far 
What might have seemed an early star 
On heaven's blae arch» save that its light 
Was all too flickering^ fieree, and bright* 
Far distant in the south, the raj 
Shone pale amid retiring day. 

But as, on Carrick shore, 
Dim seen hi outline funtly blue, 
The shades of evening closer drew. 
It kindled more and more. 
The Monk's slow steps now press the sands, 
And now amid a scene he stands, 

Full strange to churchman's eye ; 
Warriors, who, arming for the fight, 
. Bivet and claq> their harness light, 
«\nd twinkling spean, and axes bright. 
And helmets flashing high ; 
Oft, too, with unaccustomed ears, 
A language much unmeet he hears, 

While, hastening all on board, 
i \s stormy as the swelling surge 
1 'hat mixed its roar, the leaders urge 
1 heir followers to the ocean verge, 
With many a haughty word. 



12 



;i84 THE LORD OF GuitO'T. 

VIII. 
Through that wild throng the Father passed. 
And reached the Royal Bmce at last. 
He leant against a stranded boati 
That the tipproaching tide must float) 
And connted every rippling wavei 
As higher yet her sides they lave* 
And oft the distant fire he eyed. 
And closer yet his hauberk tied, 
And loosened in its sheath his brand. 
£dward and Lennox were at handy 
Douglas and Ronald had the care 
The soldiers to the barks to sharew— 
The Monk approached and homage paid ; 
** And art thou come," King Robert said> 
" So far to bless us ere we part ?" — 
•— << My Liege, and with a loyal heart !-^ 
But other charge I have to tell," — 
And spoke the best of Isabel. 
*—** Now by Saint Giles/' the monarch criedy 
« This moves me much ! — this morning tidei 
I sent the stripling to Saint Bride, 
With my commandment there to bide.-'*— 
— " Thither he came the portress showed, 
Bui there, my Liege, made brief abode.'*'— 

XL 
'' Twas r," said Edward, " iw\Tvaifem\NRP5 , * 
Of nobler import for t>i% ^^. 
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Deep pondering in my anxious mind, 
A fitting messenger to find, ' 
To bear thy written mandate o*er 
To Cothbert on the Carrick sbore» 
I chanced) at eariy dawn, to pass 
The chapel gate to snatch a mass. 
I found the stripling on a tomb 
Low-seated, weeping for the doom 
Tkat gave his youth to conyent-glooar. 
I told my purpose, and his eyes 
Flashed joyful at the glad surprise. 
He bounded to the skiff, the sail 
Was spread before a prosperous gale, 
And well my charge he bath obeyed; 
For, see ! the ruddy signal made. 
That Clifford, with his merry-men all^ 
Guards carelefcly our father's hall/' 

X. 

" O wild of thought, and hard of heart 1'^ 
Answered the Monarch, ** on a part 
Of such deep danger to employ 
A mute, an orphan, and a boy ! 
Unfit for flight, unfit for strife. 
Without a tongue to plead for life ! 
Now, were my right restored by heaven, 
Edwardi my crown I would have given, 
Ere, tbnut on such adventure wild) 
Ipenrd thus the helpless shilA.'^ 
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— Offended half, and half submissy 

" Brother and Liege, of blame like thify** 

Edward repliedi « I IHtte dreamed. 

A stranger messenger, I deemed, 

Might safest seek the beadsman's can. 

Where all thy sqolres are known so welL 

Noteless his presence, shaip his sensey 

His imperfection his defence. 

If seen, none can his errand gaess ; « 

If ta'en» his words too tale e ipr e io 

Methinks, too, yonder beacon's diioe 

Might expiate greater fault than mine."— - 

« Rash," said King Robert, « was the dee^ 

But it is done.^Embark with speed !— 

Good Father, say to Isabel 

How this unhappy chance befell ; 

If well we thrive on yonder shore^ 

Soon shall my care her page restore. 

Onr greeting to our sister bear, 

And think of us in mass and prayer.**— 

XT. 

« Ay '."—said the Priest, " while this poor band 
Can chalice rabe or cross commandi 
While my old voice has accents' uaei 
Can Augustine forget the Bruce !" — 
Then to his side Lord Ronald pressed. 
And whispered, ** Bear l\iowXVi\« t«q^«^ 
That when by Brace's aiAe 1%^X.> 
^or iSfcotiand's crown aud€i»edoisjL**in^D&^ 
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The priieess grace her knight to bear 

Some tokeu of her favouring care ; 

It shall be shown where England's best 

May shrink to see it on my crest 

And for the boy — since weightier care 

For royal Brace the times prepare) ^ 

The helpless youth is RonaldVchargey 

His couch my plaid> his fence my Urge." — 

He ceased ; for many an eager hand 

Had urged the barges from the strand. 

Their number was a score and ten. 

They bore thrice threescore chosen men. 

With such small force did Bruce at last 

The die for death or empire cast ! 

XU. 
Now on the darkening main afloaty 
Ready and manned roclcs every boat , 
Beneath their oars the ocean's might 
Was dashed to sparks of glimmering light. 
Faint and more fiainty as off they bore, 
Their armour glanced against the shorC) 
And) minf^ed with the dashing tide. 
Their murmuring voices distant died. — 
*' God speed them !" said the Priest, as dark 
On distant billows ^ides each bark ; 
** O Heayes! when swords for freedom shimu 
And monareh^B r^bt, the cause Vs tViVDA\ 
B4g» doabJy every patriot blo¥i I 
Beet down the btumen of the foe \ 

12» 
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And be it to the nations known» 
That Victory is from God alone !"-^ 
As up the hUl his path he drewy 
He tamed; hb blessings to renew* 
Oft tumedi till on the darkened coast 
All traces of their coune were lost; 
Then slowly bent to Brodick tower* 
To shelter for the evening hour. 

XLIL 

In nighf the fairy prospects sink, 
Where Cumray's bles with verdant link 
Close the fair entrance of the Clyde ; 
The woods of Bute no more descried 
Are gone— and on the placid sea 
The rowers plied their task with glee* 
While hands that knightly lances bore 
Impatient aid the labouring oar. 
The half-faced moon shone dim and pale* 
And glanced against the whitened sail ; 
But on that ruddy beacon-light 
Each steersman kept the helm aright* 
And oft, for such the King's command* 
That all at once might reach the strand* 
From boat to boat loud shout and hail 
Warned them to crowd or slacken sail. 
South and by west the armada bore* 
Aad near at length t\ie CimicV. ^qica. 
As less and less the d&altaxice ^co-vq^, 
^Igk and more lugjki l(h»\mftoiiK^^ > 
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The ligbtf that seemed a twiukliog star. 

Now blazed portentous, fiercei and far. 

Dark-red the heaven above it glowed) 

Dark-red the sea beneath it flowed. 

Red rose the rocks on ocean's hrim« 

In blood-red light her islets swim ; 

Wild scream the dazzled seafowl gave. 

Dropped from their crags on pUshing wave, . 

The deer to distant covert drew. 

The black-cock deemed it day, and crew. 

Like some tall castle given to flame, 

O'er half the land the lustre came. 

** Now, good my Liege, and brother sage, 

What think ye of mine elfin page ?" 

" Row on !" the noble King replied, 

« Well learn the truth whatever betide -, 

Yet sure the beadsman and the child 

Could ne'er have waked that beacon wild."— 

XIV. 

With that the boats approached the landi 
But £dward's grounded on the sand ; 
The eager knight leaped in the sea 
Waist-deep, and first on shore was he, 
Though every barge's hardy band 
Contended which should gain the land, 
When that strange light, which, seen afar. 
Seemed steady as tbe polar star, 
JVow, like a propheVs fiery chair, 
ifeemed tnvelliog the realms oi wr. 
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IVide o'er the sky the splendour glowsy 

Af that portentous meteor rose ; 

Helm, axe, and falchion glittered bright. 

And in the red and dusky light 

His comrade^ face each warrior save, 

Nor marvelled it was pale with awe. 

Then high in aiir the beams were lost. 

And darkness sank upon the coast.-^ 

Ronald to Heaved a prayer addressed. 

And Douglas crossed his dauntless breast ; 

" Saint James protect us !*' Lennox cried. 

But reckless Edward spoke aside, 

" Deemest thou, Kirkpatrick, in that flame 

Red Comyn's angry spirit came, 

Or would thy dauntless heart endure 

Once more to make assurance sure ?" 

<< Hush !'* said the Bruce, ** we soon shall kn( 

If this be sorcerer*s empty show, 

Or stratagem of southern foe. 

Ilie moon shines out — upon the sand 

Let every leader rank hb band.'* — 

XV. 

Faintly the moon's pale beanls supply 
That ruddy light's unnatural die, 
The dubious cold reflection lay 
On the wet sands and quiet bay. 
Beneath the rocks KingBo\)etl dt«^ 
Hi8 scattered files to order due, 
Till shield compact and »ern«A wpfc% 
bk the cool light shone b\ue wad eV 
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Then down a path that soagfat the tide» 

That speechless page was seen to glide ; 

He knelt him lowly on the sand. 

And gave a scroll to Robert's hand. 

« A torch," the Monarch cried, " What, ho! 

Now shall we Cnthbert's tidings know." — 

But evil news the letters bare. 

The Clifford's force was strong and wan, 

Augmented, too, that very mom, 

By moontaineers who came wHh Loni* 

Long harrowed by oppressor's hand, 

Courage and fillth had fled the land. 

And over Carrick, dark and deep, 

Had sunk dejection's iron sleep.— 

Cuthbert had seen that beaeon4Iamet 

Unwitting ffom what source it came. 

Doubt&l of perSous event, 

Edward's mute messenger he sent, 

If Bruce deceived should venture o'er, 

To warn him from the fatal shore. 

XVI. 
As round the torch the leaders crowd, 
Bruce read these chilling news aloud. 
" What council, nobles, have we now ?— ^ 
To ambush us in green-wood bough, 
And take the chance which fate may send 
To bring our enterprise to end. 
Or shall we turn us to the main 
AseiUeB, and embaric ag^n ?**•—* 
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Answered fierce Edward, << Hap what mafi 

Tti Carrick, Carrick's Lord must sta^r. 

I would not minstrels told the tale, 

AVild-fire or meteor made us quail." — 

Answered the Douglas, <* If my liege 

May win yon walls by storm or siegey 

Then were each bra?e and patriot heart . 

Kindled of new for loyal part." — 

Answered Lord Ronald, " Not for shame 

Would 1 that aged Torqdil came, 

And found, for all our empty boast. 

Without a blow we fled the coast 

I will not credit that this land, 

So famed for warlike heart and hand. 

The nurse of Wallace and of Brucei 

Will long with tyrants hold a truce." 

« Prove we our fate — ^the brunt we'll bide !" 

So Boyd and Haye and Lennox cried ; 

So said, so vowed, the leaders all ; 

So Bruce resolved : << And in my hall 

Since the bold Southern make their homei 

The hour of payment soon shall come, 

When, with a rough and rugged host| 

Clifford may reckon to his cost. 

Meantime, through well-known bosk and defl, 

ni lead where we may shelter well." — 

xvn. 

Now ask you whence that wondrous light, 
%Vbose fairy glow begaiVeAWiett iv^U— 
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It ne'er •was known — yet gray-haired eld 

A saperstitious credence held. 

That never did a mortal hand 

Wake its broad, glare on Carrick stfand ; 

Nay, and that on the self-same night 

When Bruce crossed o'er* still gleams the light. 

Yearly it gleams o'er mount and moor. 

And glittering wave and crimsoned shore** 

But whether beam celestial, lent 

By Heaven to aid the King^s descent^ 

Or fire hell-kindled from beneathy 

To lure him to defeat and deaths 

Or were it but some meteor strange, 

Of such as oft through midnight range, 

Startling the traveller late and lone, 

I know not — and it ne'er was known. 

XVUI. 
Now up the rocky pass they drew, 
And Ronald, to his promise true, 
Still made his arm the stripling^s stuy. 
To aid him on the nigged way. 
** Now cheer thee, simple Amadine ! 
Why throbs that silly heart of thine ?"— 
— ^That name the pirates to their slave, 
(In Gaelic 'tis the Changeling) gave — 
'* Dost thotf-Dot rest thee on my arm ? 
Do not my plaid-folds hold thee warm P 
Hath not the wild bull's treble hide 
Thb tai^gfe fw thsp and me wippVieOL'^ 



_0, many »»»'"'»liitfle meant'. 
And many a^"'^ '** ».e«rtthat'. ^toto* 
Bdf soothed, hrifP* ^^.. «ae , 

The rocVs steep ^^^^^^t waU, 
rndfro»tbe««;;;Xw««lft- 

ss;"<ss-.rj::s;.on^' . 

The boor saw . Velvet gf*®* 

The plain ^* Xv»^»*'^''t**«^' 
Whose ta»8^?f*JJoNmte«»^**^ 
The depth of »•"" 
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Here Che tall fern obiciired the lawD> 
Fair shelter for the sportive &wn ; 
There, tufted close with copae-veood greeiit 
Was many a swdling UUock seen ; 
And all around was verdure meet 
For pressure of the fairies' feet. 
The glossy holly loved the Park, 
The yew-tree lent its shadow dark. 
And many an old oak, worn and baroy . 
With all its shivered boughs, was there. 
Lovely between, the moonbeams fell 
On lawn and hillock, glade and dell. 
The gallant Monarch sighed to see 
These glades so loved in childhood free, 
Bethinking that, as outlaw now. 
He ranged beneath the forest bough. 

XX. 

Fast o*er the moonlight Chase they sped. 
Well knew the band that measured tread. 
When, in retreat or in advance, 
The serried warriors move at once ; 
And evil were the luck, if dawn 
Descried them on the open lawn. 
Copses they traverse, brooks they cross, 
Strain np the bank and o'er the moss. 
From the e«hanst<Hl page's brow, 
€k>/d drop§ oi toil an streaming now *• 
WHh effort imt and lengthened ^9axiM> 
ma wwary ttep the siriplmg dm^rs. 

13 
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" Nay, droop not yet !" the warrior said ; 

'* Come, let me give thee ease and aid I 

Strong are mine armsi and little care 

A weight 80 slight as thidb to bear^— • 

What ! wilt thou not P— capricioas bc^ ?-* 

Thdh thine own limbs and strength employ. 

Pass but this night, and pass thy carey 

I'll place thee with a lady fair, 

Where thon shalt tune thy lute to tell 

How Ronald loves fair Isabel !" 

Worn out, disheartened, and dismayed^ ^ 

Here Amadine let go the plaid ; 

His trembling limbs their aid reftue. 

He sunk among the midnight dews 1 

XXI. 

What may be done ? — ^the night is gone — 
The Bruce*s band moves swiftly on — 
Eternal shame, if at the brunt 
Lord Ronald grace not battlers front f 
<< See yonder oak, within whose trunk 
Decay a darkened cell hath sunk ; 
Enter, and rest thee there a space, 
Wrap in my plaid thy limbs, thy face. 
I will not be, believe me, far; 
But must not quit the ranks of war. 
Well will I mark the bosky bourne, 
And soon, to guard thee hence, return — 
JVay, weep not so, thou simple boy ! 
But sleep in peace, and Yia^e in \o3 r 
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in sylvin lodging dose bestowed) 
He placed the page, and onward strode 
With strength pot forth, o*er moss and brooki 
And soon the marching band overtook. 

XXII. 
Thus strangely left, long sobbed and wept 
The page, till, wearied ont, he slept. 
A rough voice waked his dream— '^ Nay, har^^ 
Here by this thicket, passed the deer«- 
BeneaUi that oak old Ryno staid— 
What have we here ? — a Scottish plau). 
And in its folds a stripling laid ? — 
Come forth ! thy name and business tell U- 
What, silent ? — ^tben 1 guess thee well. 
The spy that sought old Cuthbert's cell, 
Wafted from Arran yester morn- 
Come, comrades, we will strait return. 
Our Lord may choose the rack should teach 
To this young lurcher use of speech. 
Thy bowstring, till I bind him fast."— 
" Nay, but he weeps and stands aghast ; 
Unbound well lead himj fear it not ; 
'Tis a fair stripling, though a Scot.*'-*- 
The hunters to the castle sped. 
And there the hapless captive led. 

XXIII. 

Stout Clifford in the castle-court ^ 
f^pared bim for the morning spotV. \ 
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And BOW with Lom held deep dncoonei 
Now gave command for hound and hone. 
War-steeds and palfreys pawed the g;roiindy 
And many a deer-dog howled around. 
To Amadinei Lom's well-known word 
Replymg to that Southern Lord, 
Mhed with this clanging din, might seem 
The phantasm of a fevered dream. 
The tone upon his ringing ears 
Came like the sounds which fancy hears. 
When in rude waves or roaring winds 
Some words of wo the muser finds. 
Until more loudly and more near. 
Their speech arrests the page's ear. 

XXIV. 

« And was she thus/' said CliflTord, '< lost ? 
The priest should rue it to his cost ! 
What says the Monk ?"— << The holy Sire 
Owns, that, in masquer's quaint attirci 
She sought his ski£f, disguisedi unknown 
To all except to him alone. 
But, says the priest, a bark from Lorn 
Laid them aboard that very mom, 
And pirates seized her for their prey. 
He proffered ransom-gold to pay, 
And they agreed — ^but, ere told o'er, 
Tbe winds blow loud,tlieb\\\oYJ*viW, 
Tliey severed, and they mcV. i^o uiot^. 
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He deems — such tempest vexed the coast-** 
Ship, crew, and fagitivci were lost. 
— So let it be, with the disgrace 
And scandal of her lofty race ! 
Thrice better she had ne'er been born, 
Than brought her infamy on Lorn !"— 

XXV. 

Lord Clifford now the captive spied ; — 
** Whom, Herbert, hast thou there ?*' he cried. 
'* A spy we seieed within the Chase, 
A hollow oak his lurking place." — 
" What tidings can the yonth afford .^"— 
" Jle plays the mnte." — " Then noose a cord-^ 
Unless brave Lorn reverse the doom 
For his pldd's sake."—'' Clan-Colla's loom," 
Said Lorn, whose careless glances trace 
Rather the vesture than the face, 
** Clan-ColIa's dames such tartans twine ; 
Wearer nor plaid claims care of mine. 
Oive him, if my advice you crave. 
His own scathed oak ; and let him wave 
In air, unless, by terror wrung, 
A frank confession find his tongue. — 
Nor shall he die without his rite ; 
— ^Thou, Angus Roy, attend the sights 
And give Clan-ColIa's dirge thy breathj 
As thejK convey him to his death." — 
^'O brother I crael to the last I" — 
Xbitw^ the poor captive's bosom p«A^^^ 
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xxvn. 

Bat other witnesses are nigfai 

Who mock at fear and death defy ! 

Soon as the du« lament was played. 

It waked the lurking ambascade. 

The Island Lord looked forth, and spied 

The cause, and loud in fury cried, 

" By Heaven they lead the page to die, 

And mock me in hb agony ! 

They shall abye it !"— On his arm 

Bruce laid strong grasp, « They shall not harm 

A ringlet of the stripling's hair ; 

But, till I give the word, forbear. 

— ^Douglas, lead fifty of our force 

Up yonder hollow water-course, 

And couch thee midway on the wo1d» 

Between the flyers and their Hold : 

A spear above the copse displayed. 

Be signal of the ambush made.. 

— Edward, with forty spearmen, straight 

Through yonder copse approach the gate, 

And, when thou hearest the battle din, 

Rush forward, and the passage win, 

Secure the drawbridge — storm the port-— 

And man and guard the castle-court— 

The rest move slowly forth with me, 

In shelter of the forest tree. 

Till Douglas at his ppst I see/'-^ 
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XXVIII. 
Like war-horse eager to rush ooi 
Compelled to wait the signal blown^ 
Hid, and scarce hid, by green-wood bough. 
Trembling with rage, stands Ronald now» 
And in his grasp his sword gleams blue. 
Soon to be died with deadlier hue. — 
Meanwhile the Bruce, with steady eye| 
Sees the dark death-train moving by. 
And heedful measures oft the space> 
The Douglas and his band must trace) 
Ere they can reach their destined ground.. 
Now sinks the dirge's wailing sound. 
Now cluster round the direful tree 
That slow and solemn company, 
While hymn mistuned and muttered prayer 
The victim for his fate prepare. — 
What glances o'er the green-wood shade .'-^ 
The spear that marks the ambuscade ! — 
<< Now, noble Chief! I leave thee loose; 
Upon them, Ronald !" said the Bruce. 

XXIX. 

<* The Bruce, the Bruce !" to well-known cry 
His native rocks and woods reply. 
" The Bruce, the Bruce !" in that dread word 
The knell of hundred deaths was heard. 
The astonbhed Southern gazed at first. 
Where the wild tempest was to burst, 
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That waked in that presaging name. 
Before, behind^ around it came ! 
Half-armed, surprised, on every side 
Hemmed in, hewed down, they bled and died. 
Deep in the ring the Bruce engaged, 
And fierce Clan-Colla's broadsword raged ! 
Full soon the few who fought were sped. 
Nor better was their lot who fled, 
And met, 'mid terror's wild career. 
The Douglas's redoubted spear ! 
Two hundred yeomen on that mom 
The castle left, and none return. 

XXX. 

Not on their flight pressed Ronald's brand, 
A gentler duty claimed his hand. 
He raised the page, where on the plain 
Hb fear had sunk him with the slain : 
And twice, that morn, surprise well near 
Betrayed the secret kept by fear. 
Once, when, with life returning, came 
To the boy's lip Lord Ronald's name, 
And hardly recollection drowned 
The accents in a murmuring sound ; 
And once, when scarce he could resist 
The Chieftain's care to loose the vest. 
Drawn tightly o'er his labouring breast 
But then the Bruce's bugle blew, 
For martial work was yet to do. 
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XXXI. - 

A harder task fierce Edward waitSi 
Ere signal given, the castle gates 

His fury had assailed ; 
Such was his wonted reckless moody 
Tet desperate valour oft made goody 
E'en by its daring, venture rude. 

Where prudence might have failed- 
Upon the bridge hb strength he threw*. 
And struck the iron chain in two 

By which its planks arose ; 
The warder next his axe's, edge 
Struck down upon the threshold ledgei 
*Twixt door and post a ghastly wedge ! 

The gate they may not close. 
Well fought the Southern in the fray, 
Clifford and Lorn fought well that day| 
But stubborn Edward forced his way 

Against an hundred foes. 
Loud came the ciy, « The Bruce, the Braee^'^ 
No hope or in defence or trace. 

Fresh combatants pour in ; 
Mad with success, and drunk with gore^' 
They drive the struggling foe before, 

And ward on ward they win. 
Unsparing was the vengeful sword, 
And iimbs were lopped, and life-blood poured, 
Tfae cry of death and coi\^\c\.to«SAdi<k 

And fearful Yn&a tkQ dVii\ 



I 
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The startling hones {donged and flolig, 
Clamoored the dogs till turrets mngy 

Nor sunk the fearful cry. 
Till not a foeman was there found 
Alive, save those who on the ground 

Groaned in their agony ! 



The valiant Clifford is no more ; 

On Ronald's broadsword streamed his gore; 

But better hap bad he of Lorn, 

Who, by the foeman backward borne, 

Tet gained with liender train the port. 

Where lay his bark beneath the fort. 

And cut the cable loose. 
Short were his shrift in that debate, 
That hour of fury and of fate, 

If Lorn encountered Bruce! 
Then long and loud the victor shout 
From turret and from tower rung out. 

The rugged vaults replied ; 
And from the donjon tower on high, 
The men of Cairick may descry 
Saint Andrew's cross in blazonry 

Of silver, waving wide ! 

XXXIU. 
The Brace batb won his father's \iiSl\ 

Welcome, brave friends and coniXttdAi t&\^ 
Welcome to mirth and joy\ 
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The first, the last, is welcome here. 
From lord and chieftaio, prince and peer. 

To this poor speechless boy. 
Great God ! once more my sire's abode 
Is mine — ^behold the floor I trode 

In tottering infancy ! 
And there the vaulted arch, whose sound 
Echoed my joyous shout and bound 
fn boyhood, and that rung around 

To youth's unthinking glee ! 
O first, to thee, all-gracious Hesfuiy 
Then to my friends, my thanki be gfren !"— 
He paused a space, his brow he erotsed — 
Then on the board his sword be tossedy 
Yet steaming hot ; with Southern gore 
From hilt to point 'twas crimsoned o'er. 

XXXIV. 

" Bring here," he said, ** the mazers four. 
My noble fathers loved of yore. 
Thrice let th^m circle round the board, 
The pledge, fair Scotland's rights restored! 
And hi; whose lip shall touch the winei 
Without a vow as true as mine, 
To hold both lands and life at nought. 
Until her freedom shall be bought^— 
Be brand of a disloyal Scot, 
And lasting:Jlifamy his lot ! 
Sitf gentle friends ! our hour of glee 
Is brief, we'll spend it jo^ouaVj \ 
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Blithest of all the sun's bright beamsi 
When betwixt stonn and storm he gleama. 
Well is our country's work begun. 
But more, far more, must yet be done !•— 
Speed messengers the country through ; 
Arouse old friends, and gaAer new ; 
Warn Lanark's knights to gird their mail, 
Rouse the brave sons of Teviotdal^^ 
Let Ettrick's archers sharp their darts, 
The fairest forms, the truest hearts ! 
Call all, call Mi fiom Reedswair path, 
To the wilMteibet of Cape-Wrath ; 
Wide let the mft through Scotland ring, 
The Northem ia^jie claps his wing !"— • 



END OF GANTO FIFTH. 
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I. 

O wHOy tliat shared theniy ever shall forget 

The emotions of the spirit-rousing time. 
When breathloes in the mart the couriers met. 

Early and late^ at evening and at prime ; 
When the loud cannon and the merry chime 

Hailed news on news, as field on field was won, 
When Hopoi long doabtful, soared at length sub- 
limei 
And our glad eyes, awake as day begun. 
Watched Joy's broad baoper rise, to meet the rising 
sun! 

^ ■ 

O these were noars, when thrilling joy repaid 
A long, long course of darkness, doubti^ iM 
fears! 

The heart-sick fointness of the ho^ de\v}^6k^ 
The waste, the wo, the bloodaVitd) ^tid.\>\^V»&x%i 
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That tracked wHh terror twenty rolling yearSf 

All was forgot in that blithe jubilee I 
Her downcast eye e'eo pale Affliction rean» 
To sigh a thankful prayer, amid the gtee, . 
That hailed th« Despot's fall, and peace and liberty! 

9 

Such news o'er Scotland's hill triumphant rodtf^ 
When 'gainst the invaders turned the battle's 
scale, 
When Bruce's banner had victorious flowed 

O'er Loudoun's mountain, and in Uiy's vale ; 
When English blood oft deluged Douglas-dale, 

And fiery Edward routed stout St. John^ 
When Randolph's war-cry swelled the southem 
gale, 
And many a fortress, town, and tower, was won, 
And Fame still sounded forth fresh deeds of gloiy 
done. 

II. 

Blithe tidings flew from Baron's tower, 

To peasant's cot, to forest-bower, 

And waked the solitary cell, 

Where lone Saint Bride*h recluses dwell. 

Princess no more, fair Isabel, 
A vot'ress of the order now ; 

Say, did the rule that bid Ihee wear 
Dim veil and wooA\en sc«iigiu\«s«^ 
And reft thy locks o! dMk-\>TON«\i>ftwa> 
That stern andnsvdNOVJ, 
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Did it condemn the transport high. 
Which glistened in thy wateiy eye^ 
When minstrel or when palmer told 
Each fresh exploit of Bruce the bold ?•— 
And whose the lovely form, that shares 
Thy anxious hopes, thy fears, thy prayers ? 
No sister she of convent shade ; 
So say these locks in lengthened braid, 
So say the blushes and the sighs, ' 

The tremors that unbidden rise, 
When, mingled with the Bruce's fune, 
The brave Lord Ronald's praises came. 

m. 

Believe, his father's castle won, 
And his bold enterprise begun, 
That Brace's earliest cares restore 
The speechless page to Arran's shore ', 
Nor think that long the quaint disguise 
Concealed her from a sii|ter's eyes ; 
And sister-like in lAve they dwell 
Tn that lone convent's silent cell. 
There Bruce's slow assent allows 
Fair Isabel the veil and vows ; 
And there, her sex's dress regained, 
The lovely Maid of Lorn remained, 
Unnamed, unknown, while Scotland (ar 
Reaouaded with the din of war*, 
And many a month, and many a dttj > 
la calm seclaaon wore away. 
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IV. 

"^ These days, these months, to years had w( 

! When ticUngs of high weight were borne 

. ^ To that lone island's shore ;— • 

Of all the Scottish conquests made 
By the first Edward's ruthless bladei 

Hb son retained no more, 
Northward of Tweed, but Stirling's towers 
> I - Beleaguered by King Robert's powers; 

' ' ' And they took term of truce, 

If England's King should not relieve 
The siege ere John the Baptist's eve. 
To yield them to the Bruce. 
\ England was roused^H)n every side 

Courier and post and herald hied, 
To summon prince and peer 
■> At Berwusk-bounds to meet their Liege, 

Prepared to raise fair Stirling's siege, 
With buckler, brand, and spear. 
The term was nigh — they mustered fast^ 
By beacon and by bugle-blast 

Forth marshalled for the field ; 
There rode each knight of noble name. 
There England's hardy archers came. 
The land they trode seemed all on flame, 

With banner, blade, and shield ! 
And not famed England's powers alone, 
, Renowned in arms, the summons own ; 

'' For ^eustria's knights obeyed, 
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Gascogne hath lent her horsemen goody 
And Cambria, bat of late subdued} 
Sent forth her moantain-multitodey 
And Connoght poured from waste and wood 
Her hundred tribes, whose sceptre rude 
Dark Eth O'Connor swayed. 

V. 

Right to devoted Caledon 

The storm of war rolls dowly on* 

With menace deep and dread; 
So the daric clouds, with gathering power* 
Suspend a while the threatened showeri 
Till every peak and summit lower 

Round the pale pilgrim's head. 
Not with such pilgrim's startled eye 
King Robert marked the tempest nigh ! 

Resolved the brunt to bide, 
His royal summons warned the land, 
That all who owned their King's command 
Should instant take the spear and brandy 

To combat at his side. 
O who may tell the sons of fame, 
That at King Robert's bidding came, 

To battle for the right! 
From Cheviot to the shores of Ross, 
From Solway-Sands to Marshal's Moss, 

All boun'd them for the fight. 
Such news the royal courier tellsy 
IVho cane to ANise dark Axnn's ditS\ft\ 
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But farther tidings most the ear 

Of Isabel in secret hear. 

These in her cloister walk, next mom. 

Thus shared she with the Maid of Lorn. 

VL 

** My Edith, can I tell how dear 
Our intercourse of hearts sincere 

Hath been to Isabel ? — 
Judge then the sorrows of my heart, 
When I must say the words, We part ! 

The cheerless convent-cell 
Was not, sweet maiden, made for thee ; 
Go thou where thy vocation free 

On happier fortunes fell. 
Nor, Edith, judge thyself betrayed. 
Though Robert knows that Lom's high Maid 
And his poor silent page were one. 
Versed in the fickle heart of man. 
Earnest and anxious hath he looked 
How Ronald's heart the message brooked, 
That gave him, with her last farewell, 
The charge of Sister Isabel, 
To think upon thy better righti 
And keep the faith his promise plight. 
Forgive him, for thy sister's sake, 
At Arst if vain replnin^s wake — 

Long since thBi moodL\& %Qi&!b\ 
Now dwells he on l\iy yiaX^i^ i^vsna* 
And oft his breach o€ lmVViVie\i\».mwr- 
Forgive him for Oaiae ovq\i.^?'— 
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vn. 

" No ! never to Lord Ronald's bower 
WUl I again as parunonr*'^- 
« Nay, hush thee, too impatient maidy 
Until my final tale be said !— 
The good King Robert would engage 
Edith once more his elfin pagOi 
By her own hearti and her own eye^ 
Her lover's penitence to try — 
Safe in his ro}ral charge, and free. 
Should such thy final purpose be. 
Again unknown to seek the ceU, 
And live and die with Isabel." — ^ 
Thus spoke the maid--4Cing Robert*i eye 
Might hiLve some glance of policy ; 
Ounstaffnage had the monarch ta^en. 
And Lorn had owned King Robert's reign ; 
Her brother had to England fled» 
And there in banishment was dead : 
Ample, through exile, deaths and flighty 
O'er tower and land was Edith's right; 
This ample right o'«r tower and land 
Were safe in Ronald's DeJthful hand. 

vin. 

Embarrassed eye and blushing cheek. 
Pleasure, and shamei and fear bespeak I 
Yet macb the nuoning Edith mude \ 
"HersiatBt's faitb she must upYMC^i 
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Who gave such secret, dark and dear^ 
In council to another's ear. 
Why should she leare the peacaful cell?-* 
How should she part with Isabel ?— 
How wear that strange attire again ? — 
How risk herself midst martial men ? — 
And how be guarded on the way ? — 
At least she might entreat delay." — 
Kind Isabel, with secret smile, 
Saw and forgave the maiden's wiley 
Reluctant to be thought to move 
At the first call of truant love. 

IX. 

Oh, blame her not ! — when zephyrs wake. 
The aspen's trembling leaves must shake ; 
When beams the sun through April's shower, 
It needs must bloom, the violet flower; 
And Love, howe'er the maiden strive, 
Must with reviving hope revive ! 
A thousand soft excuses came, 
To plead his cause 'gainst virgin shame. 
Pledged by their sires in earliest youth> 
He had her plighted faith and truth — 
Then, 'twas her Liege's strict command^ 
And she, beneath his royal hand, 
A warA in person and in land r^ — 
Andj last, she was resolved lo f^x^ 
Only Mef space-— one Utile day*- 
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Close hidden, in her safe disguise 
From ally but most from Ronald's eyes — 
Bnt once to see him more ! — ^nor blame 
Her wish — to hear him name her name ! 
Then, to bear back to solitude 
The thongfatf he had hb falsehood rued ! 
But Isabel, who long had seen 
Her pallid cheek aod peniive mien. 
And well herself the cause might know. 
Though innocent, of Edith's wo. 
Joyed, generous, that revolving time 
Gave means to expiate the crime. 
High glowed her bosom as she said, 
" Well shall her sufferings be repaid !" 
Now came the parting hour — a band 
From Arran's mountains left the land : 
Their chief, Fitz-Loiiit,had the care 
Their speechless Amadine to bear 
To Bruce, with honour, as behooved 
To page the monarch dearly loved. 

X. 

The king had deemed the maiden bright 
Should reach him long before the iight, 
But storms and fate her course delay : 
It was on eve of battle-day. 
When o'er the Gillie's hQl she rode. 
The landscape like a furnace glowad, - 
And far as e'er the eye was borne, 
TbeJancea waved like autumn COYU. 

16 
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In battles four beneath their eyo^ 
The forces of King Robert lie. 
Xnd one below the hill was laid. 
Reserved for rescue and for aid : 
And three, advanced^ formed vaward-line^ 
'Twixt Bannock's brook and Ninian's shrine. 
Detached was each, yet each so nigh 
As well might mutual aid supply. 
Beyoody the Southern host appears^ 
A boundless wilderness of spearS} 
Whose verge or rear the anxious eye 
Strove far, but strove in vain, to spy. « 
Thick Hashing in the evening beam, 
Glavcs, lances, bills, and banners gleam ; 
And where the heaven joined with the hlU, 
Was distant armour flashing still, 
So wide, so far, the boundless host 
Seemed in the blue horizon lost. 

XI. 

Down from the hill the maiden passed. 
At the wild show of war aghast; 
And traversed first the rearward host, 
Reserved for aid where needed most 
The men of Carrick and of Ayr, 
Lennox and Lanark too, were therv. 

And all the western land ; 
With these the valiant of the Isles 
Reneatb their chieftains ranked their fito^ 
IB many a p\aidedba.ud. 
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There, in the centre, {uroudly raisedi 

The Brace's royal standard hlazed. 

And there Lord Ronald's banner bore 

A galley driven by sail and oar. ^ 

A wild, yet pleasing contrast, made 

Warriors in mail and plate arrayed. 

With tlie plumed bonnet and the plaid 

By these Hebrideans worn ; 
Bat O! unseen for three long years, 
Dear was the garb of mountaineers 

To the fair Maid of Lorn * 
For one she looked — ^but he was far ^ 
Busied amid the ranks of war — 
Yet with affection's troubled eye 
She marked his banner boldly fly. 
Gave on the ceuntlcss foe a glance. 
And thought on battle's desperate chanee. 

xir. 

To centre of the vaward line 
Fitz-Louis guided Amadine. 
Armed all on foot, that host appears 
A serried mass of glimmering spears. 
There stood the Marcher's warlike band, 
The warriors there of Lodon's land; 
Ettrick and Liddel bent the yew, 
A band of archers fierce, though few; 
The men ofNUh and Annan^s v&\e) 
And the bold Spean of TevioldialLe *,•:- 
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The dauntlesi Douglas these obeyi 
And the youog Stuart's gentle sway. 
North-eastward by Saint Ninian's shriney 
Beneath fierce Randolph's chargei combii 
The warriors whom the hardy North 
From Tay to Sutherland sent forth^ 
The rest of Scotland's war array 
With Edward Bruce to westward lay. 
Where Bannoclc, with his broken bank 
And deep ravine, protects their flank. 
Behind them, screened by sheltering woo< 
The gallant Keith, Lord Marshal, stood: 
His men-at-arms bear mace and lancei 
And plumes that wave, and helms that gla 
Thus fair divided by the King, 
Centre, and right, and left-ward wing» 
Composed his front; nor distant far 
Was strong reserve to aid the war. 
And 'twas to front of thb array, 
Her guide and Edith made their way. 




XIU. 
Here must they pause ; for, in advance 
As far as one might pitch a lancoi 
The Monarch rode along the van. 
The foe's approaching force to scan. 
His line to marshal and to range, 
And ranks to square and fronts to change. 
Alone he rode — from head to heel 
Sbeatbed in hU ready anus ol sVeeV \ 



CntoVL THE ISLES. 173 

Nor mounted yet on war-horse wigfaty 

Bat, till more near the shock of fight) 

Beining a palfrey low and light'. 

A diadem of gold was set 

Above his bright steel bassinet^ 

And clasped within its glittering twine 

Was Men the glove of Argentine ; 

Truncheon or leading staff he lacks, 

BMuring, Instead, a battle-ax. 

He ranged his soldiers for the fighti 

Accoutred thus, in open sight 

Of either host.— Three bowshots far, 

Pfuised the deep front of £ogland*s war, 

And rested on their arms awhile, 

To close and rank their warlike file, 

And hold high council, if that night 

Should view the strife, or dawning light 

XIV. 
O gay, yet fearful to behold, 
Flashing with steel and rough with gold, 

And bristled o'er with bilb and spears, 
With plumes and pennons waving iaur, 
Was that bright battle-front ! for there 

Bode England's King and peers ; 
And who, that saw that monarch ride. 
His kingdom battled by his side, 
Could then bis direful doom CoteiUVW — 
^Mirwasbb seat ia knightly aetl\A» 

16« 
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And in hb sprightly eye was set 
Some spark of the Pl^tagenet 
Tliough light and wandering was his glancey 
It flashed at sight of shield and lance. 
''Know'st thou/' he saidi << De Argentine^ 
Yon knight who marshals thus their line ?"— • 
<< The tokens on his helmet tell 
The Bruce, my Liege : I know him weU.*'— 
*< And shall the audacious traitor brave 
The presence where oar banners wave ?"-« 
" So please my Liege," said Argentine, 
« W^re he but horsed on steed like mine> 
To give him fiiir and knightly chance, 
I would adventure forth my lance."— 
« In batUe-day," the King replied, 
<' Nice tourney rules are set aside. 
— Still must the rebel dare our wrath ? 
Set on him— sweep him from our path !"•— 
And, at King Edward's signal, soon 
Dashed from the ranks Sir Henry Boune. 

XV. 

Of Hereford's high blood he came, 

A race renowned for knightly fame. 

He burned before his Monarch's eye 

To do some deed of chivalry. 

He spurred hb steed, he couched his lance, 
And darted on the Bruce «1 ouoe. 
-—As motionless asToc\a,t\i»X^^^ 
The wrath of the adYaiicuv^\^^^> 



tSMoVL THE ISLES.. I75 

The Brace stood fast — ^Eacb breast beat high. 
And dazzled was each gazing eye-— 
T)ke heart had hardly time to think, 
The eyelid scarce had time to wiuki 
While on the King like flash of flame, 
Sparred to full speed the war-hprse came ! 
The ptttridge may the falcon mock. 
If that slight palfrey stand the shock — 
B«t, swerving from the Knight's career, 
Just as they met, Bruce shunned the spear. 
Onward the baffled warrior bore 
Hb course— but soon his course was o'er!— 
High in his sUmips stood the King, 
And gave his battle-axe the swing. 
Right on De Bonne, the whiles he passed, 
Fell that stern dint-— the first— the last!— 
Such strength upon the blow was put, 
The helmet crashed like hazel-nut ; 
The axe-shaft, with its brazen clasp, . 
Was shivered to the gauntlet grasp. 
Springs from the blow the startled horse. 
Drops to the plain the lifeless corse ; 
— First of that fatal field, how soon, 
How sudden, fell the fierce De Boune ! 

XVI. 
One pitying glance the Monarch sped, 
Where on the field his foe lay dead *, 
Tbea gently tamed his palfrey's head. 
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Andy pacing back his sober way, 
Slowly he gained hb own array. 
There round their King the leaders crowd, 
And blame his recklessness aloud, 
That rbked 'gainst each adventurous spear 
A life so valued and so dear. 
His broken weapon's shaft sur\'eyed 
The King, and careless answer made,-^ 
" My loss may pay my folly's tax; 
I've broke my trusty battle-axe." — 
*Twas then Fitz-Louis, bending low, 
Did Isabel's commbsion show ; 
Edith, disguised, at distance stands. 
And hides her blushes with her hands. 
The monarch's brow has changed its hue, 
Away the gory axe be threw, 
While to the seeming page he drew, 

(Searing war's terrors from his eye. 
Her hand with gentle ease he took, 
With such a kind protecting look, 

As to a weak and timid boy 
Might speak, that elder brother's care 
And elder brother's love were there. 

XV a. 

" Fear not," he said, " young Amadine !" 
Then whispered, << Still that name be thine. 
Fate plays her woated (anlasy, 
iUad Amadine, witk tUee aad \a«> 



r* 
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And sends thee here in doubtful hour. 

But soon we are beyond her power; 

For on this chosen battle-plain, 

Victor or vanqubhed, I remain. 

Do thou to yonder hill repair ; 

The followers of our host are there. 

And all who may not weapons bear.— 

Fitz-Louis, have him in tby care. — 

Joyful we meet, if all go well -, 

If not, in Arran's holy cell 

Thoa must take part with Isabel ; 

For brave Lord Ronald, too, hath sworn, 

Not, to regain the Maid of Lorn, 

(The bliss On earth he covets most,) 

Would he forsake his battle-post, 

Or shun the fortune that may fall 

To Bruce, to Scotland, and to all. — 

But, hark ! some news these trumpets tefl ; 

Forgive my haste — farewell — ^farewell." — 

And in a lower voice he said, 

*< Be of good cheer — farewell, sweet maid !''-* 

XVIII. 
" What train of dust, with trumpet-sound 
And glimmering spears, is wheeling round 
Our left-ward flank ?" — the Monarch cried, 
To Moray's Earl who rode beside. 
** Lo! roaod thy station pass the Coe%\ 
Raodolpb, thy wreath has lost a loae," — 
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The Earl bis visor closed, and said, 
" My wreath shall bloom, or life shall fade.-— 
Follow, my household !" — And they go 
Like lightning on the advancing foe. 
<* My Liege," said noble Douglas tlieoy 
" Earl Randolph has bat one to ten : 
Let me go forth his band to aid!" — 
— *^ Stir not. The error he hath madei 
Let him amend it as he may : 
I will not weaken mine array." 
Then loudly rose the conflict-cry. 
And Douglas's brave heart swelled highy— 
" My Liege," he said, " with patient ear 
I must not Moray's death-knell hear !" — 
" Then go — but speed thee back again." — 
Forth sprung the Douglas with his train ; 
But| when they won a rising hill, 
He bafle his followers hold them still. — 
*< See, see ! the routed Southern fly t ^ 
The Earl hath won the victory. 
Lo ! where yon steeds run masterless, 
His banner towers above the press. 
Rein up ; our presence would impair 
The fame we come too late to share." — 
Back to the host the Douglas rode. 
And soon glad tidings are abroad, 
That, Dayneourt by stout Randolph slalni 
His followers fled wilViXooaeti^^ t^x^, — 
That skirmish closed th«)[>\is^ ^vfy 
And couched in battle's \ito«x\IV. «rc«N[ > 
■Each army oq their weapou^^^l* 
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XIX. 

It was a night of lovely June, 
High rode in cloudless blue the mooOf 
' Demayet smiled beneath her ray ; 
Old Stirling's towers arose in light. 
And, twined in links of silver bright, 

Her winding river lay. 
Ah, gentle planet ! other sight 
Shall greet thee, n^xt returning night. 
Of broken arms and banners tore. 
And marshes dark with human gore. 
And piles of slangfatered men and horse, 
And Forth that floats the frequent corse, 
And many a wounded wretch to plain 
Beneath thy silver light in vain ! 
But now, from England's host, the cry 
Thou hear'st of wassail revelry, 
While from the Scottish legions pass 
The mnrmnred prayer, the early ma«!— 
Here, numbers had presumption given ; 
There, bands overmatched sought aid from Heaven. 

XX. 

On Gillie'k-hUl, whose height commands 
The battle-field, fair Edith stands, 
With serf and page unfit for war, 
To eye the conflict from afar. 
O! wHb what doabtfal agODj 
Skm §m§ the tUwaiag tint (he sky I— 
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Now on the Ochils gleams the sun^ 
And glistens now Demayet dun ; 
Is it the lark, that carols shrilly 

Is it the bittern's early ham ? 
No ! — distant, but increasing stilly 
The trumpet's sound swells up the hill^ 
With the deep murmur of the drum. 
Responsive from the Scottish host* 
Pipe-clang and bugle-sound were tossed, 
Hisl)reast and brow each soldier crossedf 

And started from the ground ; 
Armed and arrayed for instant fight. 
Rose archer, spearman, squire and knight. 
And in the pomp of battle bright 
The dread battalia frowned. 

XXI. 
Now onward, and in open view, 
The countless ranks of England drew. 
Dark rolling like the ocean-tide. 
When the rough west hath chafed his pride. 
And his deep roar sends challenge wide 

To all that bars his way ! 
In front the gallant archers trode, • 
The men-at-arms behind them rode, 
And midmost of the phalanx broad 

The Monarch held his sway. 
Beside him many a war-horse fumes. 
Around him waves a sea of plumes. 
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Where many a knight in battle knowui 
And iome who span had first braced <ni| 
And deemed that fight shoald see them wouj 
King Edward's bests obey. 

De Argentine attends his sidei 

With stout De Valence, Pembroke's pride, 

Selected champions from the train. 

To wait npon his bridle-rein. 

Upon the Scottish foe he gased — 

—At once, before his sight amaaed, 
Sunk banner, spear, and shield; 

Each weapon-point is downward sent, 

Each warrior to the ground is bent. 

<< The rebels, Argentine, repent! 

For pardon they have kneeled." — 

^^ Ay ! — but they bend to other powers, 

And other pardon sue than ours ! 

See where yon barefoot Abbot stands, 

And blesses tiiem with lifted hands ! 

Upon the spot where they have kneeled, 

These men will die, or win the field.*'— 

— '* Then prove we if they die or win ! 

Bid Gloster's Earl the fight begin."— 

XXII. 

Earl Gilbert waved his truncheon hi§b, 

Just as the Northern ranks arose, 

Signal for England's archery 

To halt ttd bend their bows. 

1^ 
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Then stepped each yeoman forth a pacei 
Glanced at the intervening space, 

And raised his left hand high ; 
To the right ear the cprds they bring— 
— At once ten thousand bow-strings ring. 

Ten thonsand arrows fly ! 
Nor paused on the devoted Scot 
The ceaseless fury of their shot ; 

As fiercely and as fast. 
Forth whistling came the gray-goose wingy 
As the wild hail-stones pelt and ring 

Adown December's blast 
Nor mountain targe of tough bull-htdey 
Nor46wland mail, that storm may bide ; 
Wo, wo to Scotland's bannered pride^ 

If the fell shower may last ! 
Upon the right, behind the wood, 
Each by his steed dismounted, stood 

The Scottish chivalry ; — 
— ^With foot in stirrup, hand on mane^ 
Fierce Edward Bruce can scarce restrain 
His own keen heart, his eager traini 
Until the archers gained the plain ; 

Then, " Mount, ye gallants free V* 
He cried ; and, vaulting from the ground. 
His saddle every horseman found. 
On high their glittering crests they tossi 
As springs the wWd-fire irom VVi^ fsm&% 
The shield hangs do^wu on cvw^\sn»A, 
Each ready lance is m l\ie xesX, _ 

And loud shouts ISAvjwc^^w:'^^ 
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'< Forth, Manhaly on the peasant foe ! 
We'll tame the terron of their bow. 
And out the bow-string loose !" — 

XXUI. 

Then spars were dashed in chargers' flanks, 
They rushed among the archer ranks. 
ISo spears were there the shock to let, 
No stakes to torn the charge were set, 
And how shall yeoman's armour slight 
Stand the long lance and mace of might ? 
Or what may their short swords avail, 
'Gainst barbed horse and shirt of mail .' 
Amid their ranks the chargers sprung. 
High o'er their heads the weapons swung. 
And shriek and groan and vengeful shout 
Give note of triumph and of rout ! 
Awhile, with stubborn hardihood. 
Their English hearts the strife made good ; 
Borne down at length on every side. 
Compelled to flight they scatter wide. — 
Let stags of Sherwood leap for glee. 
And bound the deer of Dallom-Lee ! 
The broken bows of Bannock's shore 
Shall in the green-wood ring no more ! 
Round Wakefield's merry may-pole now, 
The maids may twine the summer bough, . 
Majr northward look with lon^ggXaTiQe) 
. ror those that wont to lead the dauce^ 
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For the blithe archers look in vain ! 
Broken, dispersed, in flight o'erta'en, 
Pierced through, trode down, by thousands slain, 
They cumber Bannock's bloody plain. 

XXIV. 
The King with scorn beheld their flight. 
<< Are these," he said, " our yeomen wight f 
Each braggart churl could boast before, 
Twelve Scottish lives his baldric bore 1 
Fitter to plunder chase or park, 
Than make a manly foe their mark. — . ■ 
Forward each gentleman and knight ! 
Let gentle blood show generous might, 
And chivalry redeem the fight I" — / 

To right-ward of the wild aflfray, 
The field showed fair and level way ; 
But, in mid-space, the Bruce's care 
Had bored the ground with many a pit. 
With turf and brushwood hidden yet. 

That formed a ghastly snare. 
Rushing, ten thousand horsemen came, 
With spears in rest, and hearts on flame, 

That panted for the shock ! 
With blazing crests and banners spread, 
And trumpet-clang and clamour dread, 
The wide plain thundered to their tread, 
As far as Stirling rociW. 
Down! down I inheadVon^oNW^TCKw^ 
Horseman and horse, tVie loremo^X. "ifi^ 
Wild fioundeYmg onV^h^ ts^^^ 
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The first are to dettniction's gorge^ 
Their foHowen wildly o'er them urge ; — 

The knightly helm and shield ! 
The mul, the actoni and the spear, 
Strong handi high heart, are useless here ! 
Load from the mass confused the cry 
Of dying warriors swells on high, 
And steeds that shriek in agony ! 
They came like mountain-torrent red; 
That thunders o*er its rocky bed ; 
They broke like that same torrent's wave,^ 
When swallowed by a darksome cave. 
Billows on billows burst and boil, 
Maintaining still the stem turmoil, 
And to their wild and tortured groan 
Each adds new terrors of hb own ! 

• 

XXV. 

Too strong in courage and in might 
Was England yet, to yield the fight. 

Her noblest all are here ; 
Names that to fear were never known, 
Bold Norfolk's Earl De Brotherton, 

And Oxford's famed De Vere. 
There Gloster plied the bloody sword. 
And Berkley, Grey, and Hereford, 

Bottetourt and Sanzavere, 
Ross, Montague, and Mauley, came> 
And Courteuay'a pridCf and Percy's i«xs\«^ — 

16* 
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Names known too well in Scotland's war^ 
At Falldrk, Methven, and Dunbari 
Blazed broader yet in after yearsi 
At Cressy red and fell Poitiers. 
Pembroke with these, and Argentine! 
Brought up the rearward battle-line. 
With caution o'er the ground they treadi 
Slippery with blood and piled with dead. 
Till hand to hand in battle set, 
The bills with spears and axes met| 
And) closing dark op every side. 
Raged the full contest far and wide. 
Then was the strength of Douglas tried. 
Then proved was Randolph's generous pride. 
And well did Stewart's actions grace 
The sire of Scotland's royal race ! 

Firmly they kept their ground ', 
As firmly England onward pressed, 
And down went many a noble create 
And rent was many a valiant breast, 

And Slaughter revelled round. 

XXVL 

Unflinching foot 'gainst foot was set, 
Unceasing blow by blow was met ; 

The groans of those who fell 
Were drowned amid the shriller dang, 
That from the blades and hanv«%% tan^> 
And in the batUe-y«V\. 
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Yet fast they fell, unheard, forgot* 

Both Southern fierce and hardy Scot ; — 

AndO! amid that waste of lifei 

What various motives fired the strife ! 

The aspiring Noble bled for fame, 

The Patriot for his country's claim ; 

This Knight his youthful strength to prove^ 

And that to win his lady's love; 

Some fought from ruffian thirst of blood. 

From habit some, or hardihood. 

But ruffian stem, and soldier good. 

The noble and the slave, ^ 

From various cause the same wild road> 
On the same bloody morning, trode, 

To that dark inn, the Grave ! 

XXVII. 

The tug of strife to flag begins, 
Though neither loses yet nor wins. 
High rides the sun, thick rolls the dust, 
And feebler speeds the blow and thrust. 
Douglas leans on hb war*sword now. 
And Randolph wipes his bloody brow, 
Nor less had toiled each Southern knight. 
From mom till mid-day in the fight. 
Strong Egremont for air must gasp, 
Beauchamp undoes his visor-clasp. 
And Montague must quit his speaT) 
Aadaiaks tby falchioD, bold De V«Te\ 
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The blows of Berkley fall less &st, 
And gallant Pembroke's bugle-blast 

Hath lost its lively tone; 
Sinks, Argentine, thy battle-word^ 
And Percy's shout was fainter heardi 

** My merry-men) fight on !" — 

XXVIII. 

Bruce with the pilot's wary eye, 
The slackening of the storm could spy. 
<< One effort'more, and Scotland's free ! 
J^fftd of the Isles, my trust in thee 

Is firm as Ailsa-rock ; 
Rush on with Highland tword and targe, 
I, with my Carrick spearmen, charge ; 
NoWy forward to the shoc]^!" — 
At once the spears were forward thrown, 
Against the sun the broadswords shone ; 
The pibroch lent its maddening tone, 
And loud King Robert's voice was known— 
" Carrick press on — they fail, they fail ! 
Press on, brave sons of Innisgail, 

The foe is fainting fast ! 
Each strike for parent, child, and wife, 
For Scotland, liberty, and life, — 
The battle cannot last !"— 

XXIX. 

The fresh and desperate onset bore 
Ae foes three furlong? back and more, 



Onto VI. THE ISLES. ] a9 

Leaving their noblest in their govt. 

Alone, De Argentine 
Yet bears on high his red-cross sliield, 
Gathers the reliques of the field. 
Renews the ranks where they have reeled; 

And still makes good the line. 
Brief strife, but fierce, hb efforts rais* 
A bright but momentary blaze. 
Fair Edith heard the Southern shout, 
Beheld them turning from the rout, 
Heard the wild call their trumpets sent^ 
In notes *twixt triumph and lament. -^ 

That rallying force, combined anew, ' 
Appeared, in her distracted view, 

To hem the isles-men round ; ^; 
*< O God ! the combat they renew^ 

And is no rescue found ! 
And ye that look thus tamely on. 
And see your native land o'erthfown, 
! are your hearts of flesh or stone ?"— 9 

XXX. 

The multitude that watched afar. 
Rejected from the ranks of war, 
Had not unmoved beheld the fight. 
When itrove the Bruce for Scotland's right ; 
Each heart had caught the patriot spark, 
Old man and stripling, priest and clerk, 
Bondsman and serf; e'en female hand 
Stretched to the hatchet or the brand *> 
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But, whcfn mute Amadine they heard. 
Give to their zeal his sigiial-i¥ord> 
A frenzy fired the throng: — 
" Portents and miracles impMiCh 
Our sloth-— the dumb our duties teach— 
And he that gives the mute his speech. 
Can bid the weak be strong. 
To us, as to our Iords> are given 
A native eartfai a promised heaven ; 
To us, as to of!ir lords, belongs 
The vengeance for our nation';! wrongs ; 
Tbe choice, 'twixt death or freedom wanns. 
Our breasts as theirs — ^To arms, to arms !** 
To arms they flew, — axe, club, or spearr— 
And mimic ensigns high they rear. 
And, like a bannered host afar, 
Bear down on England's wearied war. 

XXXI. 

Already scattered o'er the plain, 
Reproof, command, and counsel vain. 
The rearward squadrons fled amain, 

Or made but doubtful stay ; — 
But when they marked the seeming show 
Of fresh and fierce and marshalled foe, 

The boldest broke array. 
O give their hapless prince his due! 
In vain the royal Edward threw 

His person 'mid the spears, 



Onto VL THE ISLES. 191 

Cried '< Fight!'* to terror and defpalr. 
Menaced) and wept, and tore his hairy 

And cursed their caitiff fearB; 
Till Pembroke tnmed his bridle rein. 
And forced him from the fatal plain. 
With them rode Argentine, until 
They gained the summit of the hill, 

But quitted there the train : 
" In yonder field a gage I leftr-* 
I most not live of fame bereft; 

I needs most turn again, 
Speed hence, my Liege, for on your trace 
The fiery Douglas takes the chase, 

I know his banner well. 
God send my Sovereign Joy and bliss, 
And many a happier field than this! — 

Once more, my Liege, farewell/'—' 

XXXII. 

Again he faced the battle-field, — 

Wildly they fly, are slain, or yield. 

" Now then,'* he said, and couched his spear, 

^ My coarse is ran, the goal is near; 

One effort more, one brave career, 

Must close this race of mine.** 
Then m his stirrup rising high, 
He shouted loud bis battle-cry, 

'* Saint James for Argentine!'* 
And, of the bold pursuers, four 
The gaSUmt kolghtfrom saddle \)ot«\ 
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Bat not unharmed — a lance's point 

Has found hb breast-plat«*s looeened joioti 

An aie has razed his crest; 
Tet still on Colonsay's fierce loidy 
Who pressed the chase with gory sword, 

He rode with spear in rest^ 
And through his Moody tartans bored. 

And through his gallant breast. 
'Nailed to the earth, the mountaineer 
Yet writhed him up against the spear, 

Akid swung his broadswoird round! 
— Stirrup, steel-boot, and cuish gave way, 
Beneath that blow's tremendous sway. 

The blood gushed from the wound; 
And the grim Lord of Colonsay 

Hath turned him on the ground. 
And laughed in death-pang, that his blade 
The mortal thrust so well repaid. 

XXXDL 
Now toiled the Bruce, the battle done. 
To use his conquest boldly won ; 
And gave command for horse and spear 
To press the Southern's scattered rear. 
Nor let bis broken force combine, 
— ^When the war-cry of Argentine 

Fell faintly on hb ear! 
" Save, save his life," Vie cnfc^,"0 wji% 
The kiodj the noble, and theXwaN^r — 
3'iie squadrons round tree vaaa»%^ ^'''^* 
The wounded kmiJil dt*^ t^«^«* 
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te raised his red-cross shield no morey 

[elniy cuish, and breast-plate streamed with forS) 

'et, as he saw the King advance, 

le strove e'en then to conch his lance— 

The effort was in vain ! 
lie spar-stroke fidled to rouse the hone ; 
founded and weary, in mid coarse 

He stambled on the plain, 
lien foremost was the generous Bruce 
*o raise his head, his helm to loose : — 

" Lord Eari, the day is thine ! 
ly Sovereign's charge, and adverse fate, 
lave made our meeting all too late : 

Tet this may Argentine, 
ks boon from ancient comrade, crave— 
i Christian's mass, a soldier's grave." — 

XXXIV. 

Iruce pressed his dying hand — ^its grasp 
kindly replied ; but, in his clasp. 

It stiffened and grew cold — 
knd, ** O farewell !" the victor cried, 
I Of chivalry the flower and pride, 

The arm in battle bold, 
lie courteoos mien, the noble race, 
rhe stainless faith, the manly face ! — 
Kd Niniao's convent light their shrine, 
^or late-wake of De Argentine. 
'er better kalght on dealh-bier \b3A, 
reb never gleamed nor ma&B vm* wea^^" • — 

17 
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XXXV. 

9or for De Argeatine alone» 

Xbroogh Ninian's church these torches ahonei 

And rose the death-prayer*s awful tone. 

Tiiat yellow lustre glimmered pale. 

On broken plate and bloodied mail. 

Rent crest and shattered coronet. 

Of Baron, Earl, and Banneret ; 

And the best names that England knew, 

Claimed in the death-prayer dismal due. 

Yet mourn not. Land of Fame i 
Thongh ne'er the leopards on thy shield 
Retreated from so sad a field, 

Since Norman William came. 
Oft may thine annals justly boast 
Of battles stem by Scotland lost; 

Grudge not her victory, 
When for her freeborn rights she strove ; 
Rights dear to all who freedom love, 
- To none so dear as thee ! 

XXXVL 

Turn we to Bruce, whose curious ear 
Miist froof) Fitz-Louis tidings hear; 
With hini, an hundred voices tell 
Of prodigy and miracle, 

f^ For the mute Page had spoke." — 
^'Page r said Fitz-Loms, " raJiJftW wj, 
Aq angel seat from realms ol ^vj^ 
To bawl the £nslU\i yoke. 
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I saw his plume and bonnet drop» 

When harrying from the mountain top; 

A lovely brow, dark locks that wave^ 

To his bright eyes new lustre gave, 

▲ step as light upon the green. 

As if his pinions waved unseen !"•— 

" Spoke he with none ?"— ^* With none— one wwd 

Burst when he saw the Island Lord 

Returning from the battle-field ' — 

'< What answer made the Chief ?"—« He kneeled, 

Durst not look up, but muttered low, 

Some mingled sounds that none might know. 

And greeted him 'twixt joy and feari 

Afl being of superior sphere." — 

xxxvn. 

E*en upon Bannock's bloody plain, 
Heaped then with thousands of the slain, 
*Mid victor monarch's musings high, 
Mirth laughed in good King Robert's eye. 
" And bore he such angelic air, 
Such noble front, such waving hair? 
Hath Ronald kneeled to him ?" he said, 
" Then must we call the church to aid— / 
Our will be to the Abbot known, 
Ere these strange news are wider blown, " 
To Cambuskenncth straight he pass, 
Aad deck the church for solemn maM> 
To pay, for high deliverance given, 
A Batiou'sthanla to gracious Heavcil^ 

1 
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Iiet him arrayi besides, such state^ 
Am diould on princes' nnptials wait 
Oondf the flaiBe« through fortune's ^itt. 
That onee broke short that spousal ritey 
Ooraelf will grace, with early morn^ 
The bridia of tha Maid of Lora." 
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CONCLUSION. 

Go forth, my Song, upon thy ventoroas way; 

Go boldly forth ; nor yet thy master blame» 
Who chose no patron for his humble lay, 

Andgmced thy numbers with no friendly name, 
Whose partial seal might smooth thy path to fame. 

Then vo*— and O ! how many sorrows crowd 
Into these two brief words ! — ihttt was a claim 

By generous friendship given — had fate allowed. 
It well had bid thee nnk the proudest of the proud ! 

All angel now— yet little lets than all, 
While still a pilgrim in our world below ! 

What 'vails it us that patience to recall, 
Which hid its own, to sooth all other we ; 

What Vails to tell, how Virtue's purest glow 
Shone yet more lovely in a form so fair ; — 

And, lent of all, what 'vails the world should know, 

I 

That one poor garland, twined to deck thy hair, 
Ik bong upon thy hearse, to droop and wither there ! 
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NOTES 



TO 



CANTO FIRST. 



Note I. 
Tkif rugged haXliy Artomukinmgj'~&L L p^ 11. 
Tke rains of the casUe of Artornish we aitiateU upon a pr*- 
Montory, on the Monren, or mainlanri dde of the Bound of 
Mull, a name given to the deep arm <tf ibe lea, which dividea 
Oat island fjrom tiie coutioent. The slt«tiM It wild and r^ 
■antic in the highest d^ree, having on ths em» haad a hl^ 
and pvecifBtoos diain of rodu overlianging the sea, and 09 
the other the nsrrow entrance to tlie beautiful salt-water lalic^ 
•ailed Loch-Alline, wliich is in many places finely Cringed with 
copse-wood. The ruins of Artornish are not now very ccmsip 
deraldei and consist chiefly of the remains of an old keep, or 
tower, with fragments of outward defences. But, in former 
days, It ma a pJace of great consequence, being one of the 
principal strong-holds which the Lords of the Isles, during thf 
period of tlieir stormy independence, possessed upon the main- 
land of Argyleshire. Here tliey assemUed ^hat popular tra- 
dition calls their parUaflbents, meaning, I suppose, their oo«r 
jflfmcre, or assembly of feudal and patriarchal vassals and de- 
pendants. From this castle of Artornish, upon the l9th day of 
October, 1461, John de Tie, designing himself Earl of Ross, and 
Lord of the Isles, granted, in the style of an independent sove- 
TfAgn, M eoauaistion to bi§ trmty and well-^eU>^«4«ra&aA^'' 
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nald ciHlm Isles, and Dmicaii, Arch-Dean of the Met, for env 
fow&iag them to enter into a treaty wMi flw moat ewdleil 
Prince Edward, by the ^race of God, Kingof France and Eng- 
land, and Lord of Ireland. Edward IV., on Ut part, named 
Laurence, Bisbc^ of-Durium, tbe Earl of Worcester, the Prior 
of St John's, Lmxl Wenlock, and Bfr. Robert Stillington, keep- 
er of the privy seal, his deputies and commissioners, to confer 
with those named by the Lord of the Ides. The conference 
terminated ia a treaty, by which the Lord of the Isles agreed 
to become a yassal to the crown of England, and to assist Ed* 
ward IV. and James, Earl of Douglas, then In banishmenCi Is 
fobdtting the realm of Scotland. 

The first article provides, that John de Isle, Eari of Roo^ 
with his son, Donald Balloch, and his grandson, John de Ide, 
with all their sulijects, men, people, and inhabitants, beeoaw 
VMsals and liegemen to Edward IV. of England, and aHW 
him in Us wars in Scodand or Ireland ; and then follow ifo 
allowanoes to be made to the Lord of the Isles, in rec o a ap eass 
•f his military service, and the provisions for diiidlng 
oonquests as their united arms should make upon die 
land of Srotlaiui among the confederates. These appear sadi 
carious illustradons of the period, that they are hen nSa^iAa^ 

** Item, The seid John Erie of Rosse shall, from the seid fliaft 
of Whittesontyde next comjrng, yerely, dnryng his lyf^ have 
and take, for fees and wages in tyme of peas, of the seid most 
Ugh and Ghristien prince c. marc steriyng of Eng^^ money; 
and in tyme of werre, as lon^ as he shall entai iJ e "w ilh Us 
iBQTght and power In the seid werres, in maner and fooma 
aboveseid, he dmll have wages of cc. lib. steriyng of EBgijyrik 
money yerely; and after the rale of the tyme that he shallte 
•ccupyed in the seid werres. 

*</fmi, The seid Donald shall, from the seid fest of WUt- 

tesontyde, have and take, during Us lyf, yerely, In tym» af 

peas, for his fees and wages, xx 1. sterljmg of Engtysh m sa y r 

andf when he shall be occupied and Intend to the werre, wtt 

Ms myght and pow«r, and in vbsjr awdi isnmit ^iwnMld^ 
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hdl bftve mad take, for his wages yerriy, xL L ttmtp^ ot 
ijA money ; er far the rate o f the Qrine of w err e 
kem^ The aeld John, Mnn and heire apparent of the feid 
aid, fhall iMTe and take, jerely, from the seid feat, fiur his 
and wages, in the tyme of peat, x. i. iterlynges <tf Englyik 
itj i and for tyme of werre, and his intendyng thereto, in 
cr and foorme aboveteid, he sluUl liave, for his fees and 
«s, yerety xx L sterlynges of Englysh money; or after 
rate of the tyme that he shall be occu|ded in the werre: 

the seid John, th* Erie Donald and John, and eche of 
0, shall have good and sofficiaunt palmcnt oittte seid feet 
wages, as wel for tyme of peas as of werre, aocordyng ta 
• articnles and appoyntements. /Cem, it is appointed, ac* 
led, concluded, and finally determined, that, if it so be 
hereafter the seid reaume of Scotlande, or the more part 
of, lie conquered, subdued, and brought to the obeissance 
le seid most high and Chrlstien prince, and bis heires, or 
eaaoitrs, of the seid Lionell, in fourme abovesekl descend- 
, be the assistance, belpe, and aide of the seid John Erie 
oeae, and Donald, and of James Erie of Douglas, then, the 

fees and wages for the tyme of peas ecssjdg, the same 
I and Donald shall have, by the grauute of the same moat 
istien prince, all the possessions of the seid reaume be- 
le Scottishe see, kfaey to be departed equally betwix tlwm ; 
i of them, his Leirc8 and successours, to holde his parte of 
leid most Christien prince, his heires, and successours, for 
more, in right of bis croune ct Englande, k^ homage and 
le to be done therefore. 

ricm, If so be that, by th^ aide and assistence of the seM ' 
es Erie of Douglas, the seid reaume of Scotlande be cc»* 
vd and subdued as above, then he shall have, ei^joie, and 
rite all his own possessions, landcs, and inhcritaunce, on 
^yde the sekl Scottishe see •, that is to saye, betwix the seid 
tlshe see and Englande, such be hath r^oiced and be pof- 
•d of before this; there to holde them of the seid most 

and Christien prince, his heires, and successours, as it 
(hi, for erermfjref ia right of the cronas ol Y.i&\^vAa« 
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■• wed the teid Erie of DonglM, as his heirtS, anA i 
•oori, by homagfe and feante to be done tlMrefare. * J ly i ar^i 
flmdtrm Cvnontfionu^ Literm et eujutetrnjue gtturU Adttk Al- 
liaa,Fei:iw{.F:,1741. 

findi was tiie treaty of Artomish; but It doee not ippHI 
fliat the allies ever made any rery actlTe eiRnrt to leaBie ttflk 
•mbhknu desigfns. It will seire to show both the power ol 
these regnU, and their Independence npon the crown of Seol- 



It is only farther necessary to say of the easfle of AitonUbi 
that It Is almost opposite to the bay of Aroe, in the Uaad el 
Hull, where there was ^biother castle, the occasional nMllee 
•f the Lord of the Isles. 

Noten. '* 

Rrnit HeiAm^t teal thrtn^htwrgu dtofi ' "^ 

WiBiongpuntutkeMinttrtPthmk , QtTLp.13L f 

The seal displays a taste for music, which oouhl aeared^il 

opected from liis habits and local predilections. They wB 

lon|^ fidlow a boat in idiich any musical instmment is pli9ei| 

and even a tune simply whistled lias ailm ct l o u s for theSi 

Tfee Dean of the Ides says of Heiskar, a small niiliihaliUrf 

rack about twelve (Scottish) miles from the isle of Ulit,lhl 

an infinite slaughter of seals takes place there. 

Note in. 
— > dark Mull! thy wifktif SnmAnSt. VTL p. 16. 
The Soond of Moll, which divides that island fkvtt fte C 
tfaient of Scotland, is one of the most striking scenes wUd 
Hebrides afford to the traveliw. Sailing from Oban to i 
or Tobermory, through a narrow channel, jret deep enoof 
bear vessels of the largest burthen, he has on his left the 
and mountainous shores of Moll; on the right those of 
dbtriet of ArgyiesUre, caV\e& IfiLorren^ oit 'l&iancrDL^ i 
ij" indented by deep sali-wsAier \otiha^ tusoiM^tc^' 
^bUumL To the aottlb-enstwwcd M\aft •^ \TO«i^^«m 
'■ooiitaliw, among wblc»\ CTOwa«al■B«a.^» \ice-«B? 
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I* fb« Bortli-eaBt Is the no lea huge and pictnreflqne range of 

Ike Anlnuuarehan hills. Manf ruinous castles, situated gene- 

nUjupoo dUTSyOTerbansing the ocean, add iuteresttotheseene* 

Vhose of DnnoUy and Danstaffnage are first passed, then that 

•f Daart, (brmeriy belonging to the chief of the warlike and 

powerful sept of Macleans, and the scene of Miss Baillie^ beai^ 

tflkl tragedy, entitled the Family Legend. Still passing on to 

Ae northward, Artcumish and Aros become visible i^ran the 

•pposlte shores, and lastly, Mingarry, and other ruins of less 

tfttingulslied note. In fine weather, a gander and more im- 

f rasi l i e scene, both from its natural beauties, and assodatloat 

with aocient history and tradition, can hardly be imagined. 

When the weather is^rongh, tbe passage is both difficult and 

dH^gerons, from the narrowness of the channel, and in part 

the number of inlahd lakes, out of which sally forth a 

of conflicting and thwarting tid«, making the narl- 

lotion periloas to open boats. The sudden flaws and gusts of 

■fad which Issue without a moment's warning from the 

loantaln glens, are equally formidable. So that in unsettled 

«atlugr, a stranger, if not much accustomed to the sea, may 

metimes add to the other sublime sensations excited by th* 

ene, that feeling of dignity which arises from a sense of < 



Note IV. 
Frwn Hirt 

To tkt grttn llay'aftrtUt «Aore^-^t Vm. p^ 16. 
le rnmriwr of the western isles of Scotland exceeds two 
'red, of which SL Kilda is the most northeriy, ancient^ 
1 llirth, or iiirt, probably from ** earth," being In &«t the 
\ gl(^>c to its inhabitants. Ihiy, which now belongs al- 
nitireiy to Walter Campbell, Esq., of Shawfield, is by fiff 
ost fertile of the Hebrides, and has been greatly im^ 
umJcr the spirited and sagoclout naiMifjeTiMtA. fA iOba 
proprit'tor. Tbig was in ancient Ume« ij» yc\swas^ 
■ iLe Lordn of the Islos, being. If not \bfc\»T^««-»^i^"* 
*rt»nt i».'aud of thvir archipelago, la -MLMtOs^lM^' 
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rdlqaea of their gnndoir were jet extant <<Lodi-Ffai> 
kfui, abo«t three miles in <;ircttmfermce, afibrds HtaMOi 
tnMti, aad celi: this lalte lies in the centre of the isle. 
Me FiDlafan, from which this lalie hath its name, is in it. 
frmoos for he!tag aae» the court in which tlie great 
nald, King- of the Isles, luul liis residence j lais lioQsee, < 
Ac are now ruinous. His guards de corps^ called Lae ht t ifci 
kept guard on the lake side nearest to tlie isle; tlie waUief 
their houses are still to be seen there. The high court of Jndi- 
catoie, consisting of fourteen, sat always here; and tfaera wee 
an iqn>^ ^ them from all the courts in the isles; tlie e l s ij inlli 
rtare of the sum in debate was due to the principal Jnflfi 
Tliov was a big stone of seven foot squpe in which tlieM wee 
a, deep impression made to receive the feet of Mack-Doodi) 
for lie was crowned King of the Isles standing in this ) 
and swore tlmt he would cendnue bis vassals in the 
of their lands, and do exact justice to all Ids sul^ects: and 
his faOer's sword was put into his hand. The BiAo^ of Jlr 
gyle and seven prices anointed him king, in p reefence of ai 
the heads of the tribes in the isles and continent, and were hii 
vamals; at which time the orator rehearsed a catologoe of hii 
NTS, Ice— Jf ffret»>« Aecmint of tke Wutem Islet, eetaas^ 
'l7ie,j». 240,1. 

Note V. 
————— Mingarry^ «tcm/y placed,' 
O'trams* the woodland and the waHe4 — St. VIIL p, 16. 
The castle of Mlngarry is situated ojn the seaooMtof ttiedil^ 
trict of Ardnamurchan. The ruins, which ane tolnrably en- 
tire, are surrounded by a very high wall, fwrnii^ a Und ef 
polygon, for the purpose of adapting itself to the pn^ectiag 
aafiies of a precipice overhanging the sea, on whidi tiie OMflt 
stands. It was anciently the residence of the Biao-Iane, a cM 
•f Mae-Donalds, descended from Ian, or John, a graadnMflf 
Angus Og, Lord of the Isles. The last time that Wm^HOf 
was of military importance^ occurs in the celebrated Le^fcK 
dinrgvor Red-book of eUT\Tem\&)a.l&&.T«s«iWBidkWil«ai* 
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■ 

e eonUuveiij. Alkster Mae*Doiiald, commonly called 
«lffO| who eommanded the Irish suxiUariei, Mot over bgr 
fiul of Aatrim daring the great civil war to the Milihmrw 
EoBtrnaef began his enterprise in 1644, by taking the ca^ 
if Klnloch-Alllne, and Mingnny, the last of which mad* 
idarable redstane^ as might, from the strength of the dt»- 
I, be expected. In the mean while, Allaster Mac-Donald^ 
I whWh had brought him over, were attacked in hotik 
I&, In Skje, by an armament sent round by the eovenan^i 
parliament, and his own vessel was taken. This drcoai- 
se is said chiefly to have induced him to continne in Scot* 
, vdMre there seemed little pro^wct of raising an army la 
ilf of the king. He Iwd no sooner moved eastward to Joia 
trose, a Junction which he effected in the braes of Athole^ 
I the Mnquis of Argyle besieged the castle of MIngarry, 
irtthoot success. Among other warriors and chieft whom 
fie summoned to his camp to assist upon this occasion, vat 
I of Moklart, the Captain of Glanronald. Olanronald ap- 
ed } bat, far from yielding effectual assistiuice to Argyle, 
mA the o^ortanity of being in arms to lay waste the di*> 
of Bunart, then belonging to the adlierenls of Argyle, and 
part of the spoil to relieve the castle of Mingarry. Una 
»stle vras maintained until relieved by Allaster Ib^lto- 
(Col(|uitto) who had been detached for the purpose by 
trosc. These particulars are hardly worth mentioning, 
* they not connected with the memorable successes of 
iTDse, related by an eye-witness, and hltharto unknown t» 
Ush Uftorians. 

Note VT. 
Tk* Iftir of mighty SonurM^St VIlLp. ir>. 
rmeiied was thane of Argyle and Lord of the Isles, about 
aiddle of the twrifth century. lie seems to liave exercised 
jttfaority in both capacities, independent of t^ cniwn of 
fauMl, against which he often stood in hostility. He made 
ma faieondoas upontho western lowlands daring the reifjp 
■kolia i V, and seems to have aadA ytMut nVCkkYbm^es^ 
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tk0 tenns of an indnwiwient farinee, about tibe ymr 1101 
U64, he inwi i1 the war i^nst Mak(dHi,-and invaded 
land with a large, but probably a tumaltaary wny, coU 
In the Um, in the mainland of Argyleshire, and in tlie a 
IWiInf pravinces of Ireland. He was defeated and di 
•■engagement with a very tniniw force, near Renftew. 
ion Giilicolane fell in tlie same battle. This mightj ehi 
married a daughter of Glaus, King <tf Man. From hfa 
gnneak^fists deduce two dynasties, distinguialied in fhf 
nq^ history of the middle aget) the Lords of the Islet del 
•4 from his elder son Ronald, and the Lwds of Lorn, 
took thefar surname of M^Dougal, as descended of his i 
■on DougaL That Someiied's territories upon the mail 
•ad upon the idands, should have been thus divided be 
his two sons, instead of passing to the dder exclusivel] 
Illustrate the uncertainty of descent among the grwt fflf 
ftmHifw^irhirh we shall presently notice. 

KoteVIL 

Lord ^f iht I<2efc— fit. VIIL p. 16. 

The repretentative of this independent prindpalHy, fs 

Ummm to have been, though acknowledging occadona 

jp>«pllMMiiii of the Scottish crown, was, at the period 

po«B| Angus, called Angus Og; but the name has been, i 

nut iToita, exchanged for that of Ronald, which fireq 

occurs in the genealogy. Angus was a inrotector of 1 

Bruce, whom he received in his castle of Dunnaverty, < 

the time of his givatest distress. Asl shallbeeqpialfylii 

censure for attempting to decide a controversy whitA fas 

existed between three distinguished chieftains of this i 

who have long disputed the representation of tiie Lord 

Isles, or for leaving a question of such importance alto 

untouched, I choose in the first place to give such infon 

«s I have been aUe to derive from Highland genealofit 

which, for those who have patience to investigate sac 

jects, retdly contains some curious information cone 

tits biitory of the Ules. In <h« ««coiMi ^\aiEft^\«aa& 
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few momrkM npoii tbe nilefl of succession at that period, with- 
eat pretending to decide their bearing: upon tfaue qoestion at 
iMbe, which must depend upon evidence which I have had 
■0 opportunity to examine. 

<*Angaa Og," says an ancient manuserfpt translated fltnn the 
ChcUc, ** son of Angus Mor, son of Donald, son of Ronald, ana 
ef Sometled, high diief and superior Lord of Innisgall, (or the 
lof tfieGael, the general name given to the Hebrides,) he 
• daa^ter of Gunlnri, namely, Gathan *, she was mo- 
Iherto J<An,son of Angus, and with her came an unusual por- 
thmfimn Ireland, viz. twenty-four clans, of whom twenty4bur 
fiuniUea in Scotland are descended. Angus had another son, 
Munely, yonng John Fraoch, whose descendants are called 
CiaB-Ean of Olencoe, and the McDonalds of Fraoch. This 
Angus Og* died in Isia, where bis body was interred, his son 
Jnhn succeeded to the inheritance 'of InisgalL lie had good 
deacendants, namely, three sons procreate of Ann, daugliCar 
of Rodric, high chief of Lorn, and one daughter, Mary, mar- 
ried to John Maclean, Laird of Duart, and Lauchlan, his bro- 
ther, Lnird of Coll ; she was int^red in the church of the 
Slack Nuns. The eldest sons of John were Ronald, Oodfrey, 

and Angus. He gave Ronald a great laherit- 

ance. Tliese were the lands which he gave him, Tit* from 
Kilannin in Abertarf to the river Sell, and from tiienee to 
Beilll, north of Eig and Rum, and the two Ulsts, and from 
thenee to tbe foot of the river Glaichan, and threescora long 
ships. John married afterwards Margaret Stewart, daughter 
10 Robert Stewart, King of Scotland, called John Femyear; 
she bore to him three good sons, Donald of the Isles, the heir, 
J(Ad the Talnlster, (i. e. Thane,) the second son, and Alexan- 
der Onmch. John had another son called Marcos, <rf whom 
the elan Macdonakl of Cnoc, in Tirowen, are descended. This 
John lived long, and made donations to Icolumkill, he covered 
tbe chapel of Eorsey-Elan, the chapel of Finlagam, and the 
cbapel of the Isle of Tsulbhne, and gave the proper ftimitnre 
far the service of God, upholding the clergy and monks} he 
b«iU or njmired tbe church of the Uoly Ccow VmiMtA\ii>>iik^\»- 
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fonldtdnth. HedtodttthisonmeaaUeof Ardtorialib,! 
piiefli ttid Monks took tht sacrament at his ftuMnl,WMiaqF 
enri M lm ad the body of Uiis dear man, and faraun^ it to ta^ 
lonikin; the abbot, monlu, and vicar, ^anM aa tlwy ougkt to 
; the Kla^ of Fioagal,* and out «r gT«at refpect to hb ne- 
moomedeic^tdafi aild«ightsoverit,a]idl»idltintlw 
> grave witli his &ther, in the church of Oran, SSaOb -■> ■& 
^Ronald, son of John, was diief ruler of the Idea In Ui f^ 
thei^ lifetime, and ivas old in the govemmeat at Ui : 



<* He assembled the gentry of the Isles, brought the wtefitm 
from KildmiBn in Eig, and delivered it to liis brother OonaU, 
who was thereupon called McDonald, and Donald Lord of 4w 
Iilet,t cdntrary to tlie ofrfnimi of the men of tlie Isles. 

** Ronald, son of John, son of AngM Og, was a gnat ti^ 
porter of the churdi and dei^ ; his descendants are esUad 
Ohwiiiiald. He gave the lands of Tiruraa, in Uist, to tbevl- 
nlH i u of it for evor, for the honour of God and Columhill; he 
was proprietor of all the lands of the north along the eoaft aad 
Afr isles 'j he died In the year of Christ 1386, in bH» own ■■■- 
•km of Oastle Tirim, leaving five children. Donald of the 
Ides, ion of John, son of Angus Og, the brother of Bmaldt 
took pOiicsBlon of Inisgall by the consent of his biolhcr and 
the gantiT' thereof; they were all obedient to him: be 
ried Mary Lesly, daughter to the Earl of Ross, and hf 
oame the earldom of Ross to the McDonalds. After Ua \ 
slon to that eaildom, he was called McDonald, LiM of the 
Isles and Eari of Rosa. There are many tiling^ wittleo «f Idm 
in oflier {daces. 

« He fought the battle of Oarioch (i, t. Hariaw) agaliiit Mte 
Kurdoch, flie governor; 4ie Earl of Mar comnsoMled the 
army, in suj^rt of his dalm to the earldom of Reset 
was ceded to Um by King James tiie first, after hie 



* ITestem Isles tnd adjacent coast. 
flqlegiUi. 
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ffcm die King of England, and Duke Mnrdoch, hit two son* 
and retainers, were beheaded : he gave lands in MnO and lala 
t0 the minUter of Hi, and every iHivilege which the miidstcr 
tt I«na had formerly, beiudes vesseb of gold and wOnr to Co- 
WbUU fiNr the monaiteiy, and became himself one of the ft^ 
tarnily. He left issue, a lawM heir to Innisgall and Roe% 
Maely, Alexander, the son of Donald: he died in Ida, and hie 
W47 ^"^^ interred in the south side of the temple of Ofaiw 
Aleaender, called John of the Isles, son of Alexander of tlie 
Isles, son of llonald of the Isles. Angus, the third son of John, 
■DO of Angus Og, married the daughter of John, the son of 
ABaDS, which connexion cansed some disagreement lietwixt 
t^ two families about their marches and division of lands, the 
one party adhering to Angus, and the other to John : tlie dlf- 
fereaees increased so much, that John obtained from Allan all 
die lands betwixt Ahhan Fhadu (i. e. the long river) and old 
ftm fiowMKA, (i. e. the fox-born brook,) in the upper pert of 
Caatyte. Allan went to the king to complain of his son-in- 
law { in a short time thereafter, there happened to be a great 
■Meting about this young Angus^s lands to the north of Inver^ 
aesB, where be was murdered by his own harper Mac-Cairbre, 
by catting bis throat with a long knife. He * lived a year 
Aemfter, and many of those concerned wpi*e dftUvncd vp to 
tfie king. Augusts wife was pregnant at the time of his mur- 
der, and she bore liim a son who was named Douald, and call- 
ed Donald Du. He was kept in confinement until he was 
ttifty jeers of age, when he was released by the men of Glen- 
eo, hy the strong hand. After this enlargement, he came to 
the Isles, and convened the gentry thereof. There happened 
great teuda betwixt these families while Donald Du was in 
eonAnement, insomuch tlut Ma>Cean of Anlnamurchan de- 
stmgred the greatest part of the posterity of John Mor of the 
Isles and Cantynf. For John Cathanach, son of Jofin, son of 
Donald BalJadi, son of John Mor, son of Johw^vm^ ol hza^jtt 



♦ TbemuMer^r Jprenime, «otthc iiua'wYxoN»^a'W«^«'' 
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Ogj (the diief of the deicciKlnnts of John Mor,) -and Jobo Kbff 
son of John Gathaimch, and young John, son of John CKthft* 
iiach, and young- ]>onald Ballach, son of John Onthanaeh, wMi 
trRacherouslj taken by Mac-Gean in the island of Finlagaa, 
in Islaf and carried io Edinlnirgh, where he got them hanged, 
at the Bnrruw-niiiir, and their bodies were buried in tha 
church of St Antliony, called the New Churdi. Tliere wtaPt'' 
none left alive at tlmt time of the children of John Gathanadk, 
fxcept Alexander, the son of John Cathanaeb, and Agnei 
Flach, wlio concealed themselves in the glens of Irdaad* 
Slac-Oean, hearing of their hiding-places, went to eut down' 
the woods of these glens, in order to destroy Alexander, and 
extirpate the whole race. At length Mac-Gean and Alexai^ 
dor met, were reconciled, and a marriage alliance took friaee ; 
Alexander married Mac-Ccan^s daughter, and she brought 
him good children. The Mac-Donalds of the north liad aln 
descendants', for, after the death of John, Lord of the Isleii 
and Earl of Ross, and the murder of Angus, Alexander, the 
Fon of Archibald, the son of Alexander of the Isles, took poa- 
Kcmion, and John was iu possession of the earldom of Ro■^ 
and the north l>ordering country, he married a daughter o£ 
t)ic Earl of Moray, of whom some of the men of the nortk i 
tioscended. The Mac-Kenzios rose against Alexander, 
fought the battle railed Blar na Pairt. Alexander Iiad only a 
few of tlie men of Koss at the battle. He went after th^battto- 
to take possession of the Isles, and sailed in a ship to the aouth 
to see if he could find any of the posterity of John Mor alifc^ 
to rise along with him, but Mac-Cean of Ardnamurefaaa- 
watched liim as he sailed past, followed him to Oransay and 
Colonsay, went to the house where he was, and lie and Alex- 
ander, son of John Cathanaeb, murdered him there. 

** A good while after these tilings fell out, Donald GaldSt 

son of Alexander, son of Archibald, became mi^or ; he, with 

the advice and direction of the Eori of Moray, came to the 

isles, and Mac-Leod of the Lewis, and many of the gentry oC 

tlie isl^ rose with htm: they wcnl\ry \i« ^ctsii&iQinVsic^ of Ard- 

osunurtbaMif where the; met Ms^BAsuiec,>2Ekft«o\ivjl ^^jbaak^nr 
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I, were reetmciled to him, he jollied his men witk 
ttein •gainst Mao-Cean of Arrtnaimirchan, caiue upon faim at 
a place called tka Silver Craig, where he and bis three iom, 
aad a freat number of Us people, were killed, and Donald 
Oahia was immediately declared Mac-Donald : And after the 
afUr of Ardnamurclian, all the men of the isles yielded t* 
Ub, but he did not live above seven or cig'ht weeks after it ; 
be died at Camabory, in Mull, wlthont i&sue. lie had three 
■irtei ' s , daughters of Alexander, son of Archibald, who were 
portioned in the north npon the continent, but the earldom of 
was kept for them. Alexander, the son of Archibald, had m 
son, called John Cam, of whom is descended Achna- 
cnlrhan, in Ramoeh, and Donald Gorm, son of Ronald, son of 
Alesuider Dnson, of John Cam. Donald Du, son of Angoa^ 
■on of John of the Isles, son of Alexander of the Isles, son of 
Donald of the Isles, son of John of the Isles, son of Angus Og, 
■amely, the tme heir of the isles and Ross, came after hb le" 
lease fhran captivitjr to the isles, and convened the men thefeof* 
aid he and the earl of Lennox agreed to raise a great army for 
the purpose of tailing possession, and a ship came from En- 
I^UMl with a supidy of money to carry on the war, which land' 
•d at Hull, and the money was given to Mac-Lean of Dnart te 
be diatribnted among die commanders of the army, which 
they not receiving in proportion as it should have been distri- 
buted among them, caused the army to disperse, which, when 
tiie Eari of Lennox heard, he disbanded his own men, and 
Bade It up with the king : Mac-Donald went to Ireland to raise 
mm, but he died on his way to Duhlin, at Drogheda, of a fever^ 
without issue of either sons or daughters.** 

In thb history may be traced, though the Bard or Seanna- 
chle touches such a delicate discussion with a gentle hand, the 
feint of difference between the three principal septs descended 
firoB the Lords of the Isles. The first qucstiou^ and cue of \i<^ 
mu^BoiatloOf where so little evidence Is prQc\uoed,T«s\M.%a^06ft 
amtare of the counexion of John, called toy ttxe X.rc\!i-*\fi»» ^"^ 
the IsJes « the Good John of 11a," and ^ tbc \a»V \Jo^ ^^ ^ 
MOe^" with ilnne, dauefliter of Roderick M!a3CrV>ou^5?JLi VsSki 
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at Lorn. In fhe abtence of pooittve tiwideoBB pranuB^ 
most be resorted to, and I own it aiipean to render it fai 
UglwsC degree improbaUle that tbia connexion was otlKr- 
etlMulefitimate. In tbe wars between David n. and Ed- 
id Baliol, Jolin of Oe Isles espoosed tlie BalUA interest, to 
deh he was probably determined by his aliianee with Rode- 
A. of Lmm, uriio was, from every ftmily predilecdmi, DcieBd- 
' to Baliol and hostile to Bruce. It seeiM attsurd to siqipose, 
iMt between two chiefs of the same descent, and neariy cqod 
power and rank, (thougli tlie Mac-Dougals had been nofA 
crashed by Robert Bruce,) racSi a connexion should have beea 
that of conculdnage : and it iqipearB much more probable that 
the tempting offer of an alUanoe with the Bruce fiunily, when 
they had obt^ned the decided superiority in Scotland, induced 
** the good John of Ha" to disinherit to a certain extent hit 
ddest ion Ronald, who came of a stock so unpopular as di* 
Jfae-DOttgals, and to call to his succession his younger fhmO^ 
bom of Margaret Stuart, dau^ter of Robert, afterwards Klif 
of Scotland. The setting aside of this elder branch of Us fe> 
mi^ was most probably a condition of bb new aliiaiice, tad 
his being received into fiivour with a dynasty lie had atwigv 
opposed. Nor were the laws of succession at this early period 
so clearly understood as to bar such transactions. The mune- 
rous and strange claims set up to the crown of Scotland, what 
vacant by the death of Alexander III., make it manifest h«f 
very little the indefeasible hereditary right of primogeidtv 
was valued at that period. In fact, the title of tlie Brw 
themselves to the crown, though justly the most popular, wl 
assumed with ike determination of asserting the independe 
of Scotland, was, upon pure principle, greatly inferior to 
of BalioL For Bruce, the eompetitor, claimed as son of 
bella, second daughter of David, Earl of Huntingdon, and 
Baiiolf as grandson of Margaret, the elder daughter of 
sttnw emrL So that the \Vtea of ^tuce vi«a iensMted opi 
\iny loose id<», tbrt as the {^reaX ^rraxtA&o\i ol 'OwNAl" 
of Scotland, and the nearest co\\»!leta\ T<^»i\outA J 
ZZ/, lie \r«i enUtled to succeed \tt exc^xttVm ol >i» 
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gnndwn of the tame David, though hj an elder dangrhtt 
This mazhn avoured of the ancieDt practice of SctrtlaiMl^ 
which often caUed a brother to succeed to the crown aa nearer 
in hkNMl than a grandchild, or even a son of a deceased mo- 
narch. But, in truth, tbe maxim of inheritance in BootlUMl 
was BometioMM departed from at periods wlieii they weiv 
mach more distinctly understood. Such a transposition took 
fiarf In the fiuniiy of Hamilton, in 1513, when tlie descendants 
of James, Sd Lord, by Lady Janet Home, were set aside, with 
an appanage of great value indeed, in order to call to the me- 
crssion those which he had by a subsequent marriage with 
Janet Beautoun. In short, many other examples might be 
qaoted to show that the question of legitimacy is not always 
determined by tie Uict of succession ; and there seems every 
reason to believe that Ronald, descendant of " John of Ila," by 
Ann of Lorn, was legitimate, and therefore Lord of the Ues 
d§ jmrtj thmigh de facto his younger half brother Donaldi aoii 
if -Us frther's second marringe with the princess of Scodaad, 
sqpoveded him in his right, and i^iperently by his own consent. 
Aom this Donald so preferred is descended the family of Btoal) 
■ow Lords Mac-Donald. On the other hand, from Ronald, the 
eieloded heir, upon whom a very large ai^nage was settled, 
and who continued to figure as a chieftain of great power and 
aathority, descended the chiefs of Glengary and Glanronald, 
seeh of whom had huge possessions, and a numerous vassalage, 
and boasted a long descent of warlike ancestry. Their com- 
mon ancestor Ronald was murdered by the Earl of Ross at tiie 
monastery of Elcho, A. D. 134G. I believe It has been sul(|ect 
sf fierce dispute, whether Donald, who carried on the line of 
Glengary, or Allan of Moidart, the ancestor of the captains of 
Olanronald, was the eldest son of Ronald, the son of John of 
Ob. An humble lowlander may be permitted to waive the dls- 
cassion, since a Seannachie of no small note, who wrote in the 
sixteenth cenUtry, expresses himself upon tl^ ^^CBte\n^\A. 
tbe foUovring' word» : 

«/ Aarc now given you nn account of e^ory WiVn^ "^o^ « 
npeet of the c/escejidanis of the dan CoUa (Ji. e. \Yi*"»»^- 
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Midi) to the defttb of Domkl Do at Drofbeda, aua^ U^ 
true line of thow who pocsesied the Iilet, Ron, and the mm^- 
MdiMNU countries of Scotland. It whs Donald, the ton of Ab- 
gm, thiU wai killed at Invernesi, (by his own harper Mae* 
ITairhre.) son of John of the Irics, wn of Alexander, ioa oC 
Donald, son of John, son of Angus Og» And I know ool 
which 01* his kindred or nflations is the true heir, except thcM 
live sons of John, the son of Angus Og-, whom 1 hen Mt dowB 
for you, nnmely, Ronald and Godfrey, the two som of tha 
daughter of Mac-Donald of Lorn, and Donald and John Uoi^ 
and Alexander Carrach, the three sons of Blargaret Steww^ 
dau-;hier of Robert Stewarti Uiig of ScothuKL*^— XsaUi^ 
Dtarg. 

Kote Vin. 

The JfoHte of Lom^—6%. XI. p. IQ. 

The House of Lorn, as we observed in a fonner noti^ wt^ 
■ke the Lon's of the Isles, descended from a son of I 
dain at Itenfrcw, in 11G4. Thu son obtained the 
«f his mainland territories, comprehending the 
the three districts of Lorn, in Arg>-lesliire, and of coune adgtt 
rather be considm^d as petty jirlnces than feudal barons. Thief 
assumed the pntronymic appellation of Slac-Dougal, bj wUch 
they are distinguished in the liistory of the middle ages. 
Lord of Lorn, who flourished during the wars of Bruce, 
Albutcr (or Alexander) Mac-Dougall, called Allaster of Argyle. 
He had married the third daughter of John* called the Bad 
Oomyn,* who was slain by Bruce in the Dominican church M 



* The num. according to Lord Uaiies. But the 
distinctly givci by Wiiitoun : — 

The tliird daughter of Red Comyn,- 
Alysandcr iif Argyle syne, 
Touk and ^cAdciv t:i\b:\« viv^t, 
Aiid.on ber he saXutvUiYs^VkS«> 
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Auiftlei, vrfd hence he was a mortal enemy of that ]urinoe, 
■ad more than once reduced him to great straits daring the 
csrfy and distressed period of Ixis reign, as we sliali liaTe re- 
iwafed occasion to notice. Bruce, when lie began to obtain an 
aseendeney in Scotland, took the first opportunity in his power 
to reqnite these injuries. He marched into Argyleshire to lay 
wane the eoontiy. John of Lorn, son of the chieftain, was 
posted with his followers in the formidable pass between Oai- 
naUyandBunawe. It is a narrow path along the verge of the 
huge and precipitous mountain, called Cruach-an-Ben, ami 
fuarded on the other side by a precipice overhanging Loch- 
Awe. The pass seems to the eye of a soldier as strong, as it 
is wild and romantic to that of aa oidiiiaiy traveller. But the 
skill of Bruce had anticipated this dUfeuhy ; while his main 
body, engaged in a skirmish with Oe men of Lorn, detained 
their attention to the front of their position, James of Doagks, 
Sir Alexander Fraser, Sir WillSam Wiseman, and Sir 
Gnj, ascended the mountabi with a select body of 
f, and obtidned possession of the heights which emoh 
the pass. A volley of arrows descending upon then 
dfaectly warned the Arg>'leshire men of their perilous sltua- 
thm, and their resistance, which had hitherto been bold and 
■■nly, was changed hito a precipitate flight. The deep and 
imfid river of Awe was then (we learn the fact firom Barbour 
wtth some suiprise) crossed by a bridge. This bridge the 
mountaineers attempted to demolish, but Bruce^s followers 
were too close upon their rear; they were, therefore, without 
refhge aqd defence, and were diitpersed with great slaughter. 
John of Lorn, suspicious of the event, had early betaken him- 
self to the galleys which lie had upon the lake ; but the feriinga 
which Barbour assigns to him, while witnessing the rout auil 



J (An of Lorn, the whilk gait 
Ewea of Lorn after that. 
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•kugfhter of his foUowen, exculpate htm from tiw ^bm 
•omordice. 



<' To John of Lorn it shoold displ( 
I trow, when he his men might see 
\ Be slain and cliased in the liill, 

' That he might set no help theretill: 

But it angvrs as greatnmly 
' To good hearts tliat are worthy, 

To see their foes fullfiU their will 
Am to themselves to tholi tlie ilL" 

After this decisive eafagement, Bmoe laid waste Argyl 

and besieged DimHiIhiige Castle, on the western si 

lorn, compelled It to ■urender, and placed in that pr 

,' ' iiroDg-Jiold of the llac-Dougals a garrison and govemoi 

I «WB. The eldor Bfac-Doogal, now wearied with the i 

1; , submitted to the victor} but his son, ** rebellioiu," hq 

U boor, « as he wont to be," fled to England fay sea. Wl 

■j wars between the Bruce and Baliol factions again tan 

^ ihthereignof David 11^ the Lords of Lorn were again 

opon the losing side, owing to their hereditary enndtg 

house of Bruce. Accordingly, upon the issue of that « 

they were deprived fay David IL and his successor of 

' the greater part of their extensive territories, which wc 

ferred upon Stewart, called the Knight of Lorn. The h 

Mac-Dougal continued, however, to survive the loss of 

and affords a very rare, if not a unique, instance of a A 

such unlimited power^ and so distin^shed during the 

ages, surviving the decay of their grandeur, and llonris 

a private station. The castle of Dunolly^ near Obaa, ^ 

dependencies, was the principal part of what rema 

tbem, with their right of chieftainship over the families 

name and blood. These they cowXYnoe^ xa «n!^^ ■« 

J'earl725,when therepresetvtatVvfeVnc»tx«A.^ajft\K«isa 

feilun, for his accession to tVic \\»uTTe«Awi ^^ 

thus losyxg the remains oC hia VnU«\Ww«:« A^ ^V^ 
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hrmc tlie descendanta of those (Nincea, wbose aeeeision hit 
mcestors bad opposed at the expense of their feudal grandfUT' 
rbe estate was, however, restored about 1745, to the father (jt 
die present proprietor, whom family experience had taught 
tiie ha2ard of interfering with the established government, 
md who remained quiet u^ion that occasion. He therefore re- 
fained his property when many Uigliiand chiefs lost theirs. 

Nodung can be more wildly beautiful than the situation of 
Dsnolly. The ruins are situated upon a bold and precipitoui 
pramontory, overiunging Loch Etive, and distant about a mile 
from the village and port (tf Oban. The principal part which 
PHBBins is the donjon or keep^ but fragments of other buikt* 
ingi, oyer g r owa with ivy, attest that it had t>e«n once a place 
if imporCanee, as large apparently as Avtomish or Dunstal^ 
nagv. These fragments enclose a covrttyvd, of which the 
keep probaUy formed one side ; the entrance lieing by a stei^ 
from ttie neck of the isthmus, formerly cut across bj m 
It, and defended doubtless by outworks and a drawbridge. 
Beneath die castle stands the present mansion of the family, 
hmdng on the one hand Loch Etive, with its islands and 
Bonntains, on the other two romantic eminences tufted with 
Bopse-wood. There are other accompaniments suited to the 
•eene; in particular a huge upright pillar, or detached frag- 
ment of tluit sort of rock called plum-pudding Rtone, upon the 
ibore, alKMit a quarter of a mile from the castle. It is called 
daek^norcait, or the dog's pillar, because Fingal is said to have 
used it as a stake to which he bound his celebrated dog Bran. 
Others say, that when the Lord of the Isles came upon a visit 
to the Lord of Lorn, the dogs brought for his «port wore kept 
beside this pillar. Upon the whole, a more delightful and ro- 
mantic spot can scarce be conceived ; and it receives a moral 
Interest from the considerations attached to the residence of a 
bmily once powerful enough to confront and defeat Robert 
Bmoe, and now gunk into the shade of prWa.tft \\te. \\. N& ^ 
reteat paue$8ed by Patrick Mac- Dougal, "Eac^. XYi* '^twwik. wa^ 
vAqpuced represcnrntrc of th« aacieut LordA ol "Lnm. tfe* 
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heir of Dimolfy fell lately in Spain, figiitingr udR Hm 
of WeUingU>%— « death well becoming hia aneescrj. 

Note IX. 

TkMe lightmngt of the wmoe^-SL XXL p. X 

The phenomenon called by cailors Sea-fire, b one 
mott beautiful and intereiting which i» witneaMd ia tl 
brides : at times the ocean appears entirely illomlaaled i 
the vessel, and a long train of larobent comscatioM are 
tually banting upon the sides of the vessel, or pwnaL 
wake through the darkness. These pboqphorie appea 
concerning the origin of which natnraUsts are not sfi 
opinion, seem to be called into action by the rapid mo 
the ship through the water, and are probably owiag 
water being satuTHled with fish-spawn, or othtf anin 
stances. They remind one strongly of the description 
sea-snakes in Bfr. Coleridge's wild, but highly poeticfti 
of the Ancient Mariner : — 

** Beyond the shadow of the ship 
I watched the water-snakes, 
They moved in traclu of shining white^ 
And when they reared, the elvish light 
Fell off in hoary flakes.*^ 

Note X. 
ISTewn in the rodef apauagt thert 
Semght the dark/ortreu 6y a «f air 

So ttraity to high^ to steepy 
With peasant's staff omt valiani hand 
' Might well the dizzy pass have nunuudy 
^Gainsl hundreds armed xoiih spear and hrmndf 
And plvngtd tkem in tke detpT-^V. TSXIV. 9. T 
The fortress of a HcbTidean cYoiel >««& ilOaM*. ijinraei' 
Mwbore, for the ftkcUity of coxMOMtmoiaoxk 'wYkNdi \ 
•ObrdecL Nothing caa be in«ce>r\iA^toai.ia«^ 



HOTES TO eANTe FIE8T. 221 

Mid them. Narrow stairs and arched TUilts were the 
de <tf access, and the diawbr idge aj^ars at Dunstafl*- 
d elsewhere, to have fallen from the gate of the 
to the top of such a staircase ; so that any one advan- 
i hostile purpose^ found himself in a state of exposed 
lious elevation, with a golf lietuv-een him and tlie ob- 
r attack. 

fortresses were guarded with equal care. The duty 
tch devolved duefly upon an oflicer called the Gock- 
I had the diarge of cliallenging all who approached 
. The very ancient fiunily of Mac-Neil of Barra kept 
lant at their castle about a hundi:ied years ago. Mar- 
tha following account of the difficulty which attended 
ring entrance there :— 

,ttle island Kismul lies about « quarter of a mile from 
of this isle, (Oara,) it is the seat of Macneil of Barra ; 
I stone-waU round it two stories higii, reaching the 
ritliin the wall there is an <M tower and an hall, with 
les about it There is a little magazine in the tower, 
no stranger has access. I saw the officer called the 
, and an old cock he u: when I bid him ferry me 
vater to the island, he told me that he was but an io- 
eer, his business being to attend in the tower) but if 
the constable, who then stood on the wall, will give 
IS, I'll ferry you over. I desired him to procure me 
lUe's permission, and I would reward him ; but hcv- 
d some hours for the constable's answer, and not 
any, I was obliged to return without seeing this fa- 
t. Macaeil and his lady being aiisent, wa^ the cause 
ficulty, and of my not seeing the place. I was told 
ks after, that the constable was very apprehensive 
esigD I might have in viewing the fort, and thereby 
it to the conquest of a foreign power; gf which I 
there was ao gr«at cauie of tas.** 
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Note I. 
De Argeniine,r-^t. HL p. S8. 



Sir E^dius, or OUes de Argentine, was one of the most te- 
complished knights of the period. He had served in flie wart 
of Henry of Luxemburg with such high reputation, tlwt he 
was, in popular estimation, the tliird worthy of the age. Thow 
to whom fame assigned precedence orer him wen Hemy of 
Luxemburg liimsell^ and Robert Bruce. Argentine had war- 
red in Palestine, encountered tlirice with the Sarawens, aad 
had slain two antagonists in each engagement. An easy iMt> 
ter, he said, for one Christian knight to slay two Pagan dogf. 
His death correiq[K)nded with his high character. With AysM 
de Valence, Earl of Pembroke, he was appointed to att aad 
immediately upon the person of Edward n. When the dtf 
was utterly lost, they forced the king from the fidd. De Ar- 
gentine saw the king safe from immediate danger, and <hea 
took his leaye of him ; *< God be with you, sir," he Mid, ** It ii 
not my wont to fly." So saying, he turned his .horM, cried 
liis war-cry, plunged into the midst of the combatants, end 
was slain. Baston, a rhyming monk, who had been iM t wi g hl 
by Edward to celebrate Us expected tEVnns^aaad who wei 
campelied bj the Ticton to compote ^ ^ooeia oa "tta ^sAn 
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wiUi some feeling, the death of Sir Gflhi de Argen- ', 
Hae:— 

•'NobOUi Argenten, pugil inclyte, dulds Egidi, 
Vix scieram mentem cum te succumbere vtdi." 

*The first line mentions the three chief requisites of a true 
knight, noble birth, valour, and courteousness. Few Leonine 
couplets can be fumluced that hare so much sentiment. I 
wish that I could have collected more ample memorials con- 
cerning a character altogether different from modem man- 
nen. Sir Giles d' Argentine was a hero of romance in real 
life." So observes the excellent Lord Hailes. 

Nole IL 
<< FUl mt tU mighty cup !" ht saidj 
** Erst owned by royal SonurUd.'"— St, IV. p. 39. 
A Hebridean drinking cup, of the most ancient and carious 
wOTkmanehip, has been long preserved in the castie of Dun- 
vegan, in Skye, the romantic seat of Mac-Leod of Mac-Leod, 
the chief of that ancient and powerful clan. The ,horn of Ro- 
rle More, preserved in the same (amily, and recorded by Ih>. 
JoluisoD, is not to be compared with this piece of antiquity, 
which is on6 of the greatest curiosities in Scotland. The fol- 
lowiiig is a pretty accurate description of its shape and dimea- 
skNM, bat cannot, I fear, be perfectiy understood without « 
#mving. 

TUs very curious piece of antiquity is nine inches and three 
quarters in inside depth, and ten and a half in height on the 
outside, the extreme measure over the lips being four inches 
and a haUL The cup is divided into two parts by a wrought 
ledge, beautifully ornamented, about three fourths of an 
inch in breadth. Beneath this ledge the shape of the cup is 
roooded ott, and terminates in a flat drc\e,\\ke VSobX. q& «^ Nk»^ 
eapf four short feet support the whole. XV>Qve ^« \fct3l^pfi)^si^ 
Utife the abape of the cup is nearly Kfioaie,V'C^^^>2»»%'*^ 
Mftf «/ the brim. The cup is maide oC vrooA, <^»2». \» ^^ ' 
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pwranee) Iwt most curiously wrought and emboMtd wllh 
<€Uver work, which projects from the ▼esseL There are ■ 
number of regular |n*ojectiog sockets, which appear to haT« 
been set with stones ; two or three of them still hold pieces oi 
ooral, the rest are empty. At the four comers of tlie prelect- 
ing ledge, or cornice, are four sockets, much larger, profaab^ 
for pebbles or precious stones. The woriLmamhip cdT tiie sU- 
▼er Is extremely elegant, and aj^iGars to have been hig^U;y 
gilded. The ledge, brim, and legs of the cup, are of silver. 
The iamily tradition bears that it was the properQr of KeU 
Ohlnne-dhn, or Black-knee. But who this Neii was, no oat 
pretends to say. Around the edge of the cup is a legend, per> 
lectly legible, in the Saxon black-letter, which seems te noi 
ihiv: 

(i^^/a : pjaciic)^!^ : II 

Dei II pn t $flaa<s $ m^ : II 

€<a: : %pata: : t>q •• 3fi^ : Da : ii 
cnea : jiLHiaDiaa : eI^a : n 
jpeaD3l€ : ajaiaD D^i-^m-W 

930 2)113313131 • 2)3(^31 : 11 

The inscription may run thus at length: U/o Jokemii M 
Magni Prirwipit de Mr Manae Vick Liahia Magrryneil et 9ft 
Dondno Ihuu dart dementiam illorum opera. Fecit Amf 1 
mini 993 Onili Otmi. Which may run in English: Ufo, 
son of John, the son of Magnus, Prince of Man, the gram 
of Liahia Macgryneil, trusts in the Lord Jesus that their w 
(t. «. his own and those of his ancestors) will ol>taln m 
pneU Oinl made this in the year of God nine hundred and 
^-titne. 
Bat thia versioo does not \nc\wle the puzzling letto 
""hefore the word Blanae. TTVlbin ^« i&k>ui^ qI vVa c 
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liMsri SRM (Jeras) are repeated (bar times. lYom this and 
other circumstances it would seem to liave been a chalice. 
This circumstance may perlu^ account for the use of the two 
AraUe numerals 98. These fig;ures were introduced by Pope 
Sylvcflter, K> P. 991, and mig^ht be used in a vessel formed for 
durch senrice so early as 993. The workmanship of the whole 
cop Is extremely elegant, and resembles, I am told, antiquities 
if the same nature preserved in Ireland. 

The cups thus elegantly formed and highly valued, were by 
iio means utensils of mere show. Martin gives the following 
•eeount of the festivals of his time, and I luve heard similar 
(iifllBiioes of tnrutality in the Lowlands at no very distant pe- 
riod. 

<* The manner of drinkiagused by the chief men of the Isle% 
is called in their language Streah, t. e. a Round ; for the com- 
paiqr sat in a circle, the Cttp4iearer fill'd the drink round to 
them, and all was drank out, whatever the liquor was, whe- 
ther strong or weak} they continued drinking sometimes 
twenty-four, sonwOmes forty-eight hours: It was reckoned » 
pieoe of manhood to drink until they became drunk, and there 
were two men with a barrow attending punctually on such 
occasions. They stood at the door until some became drunk, 
and they carry'd them upon the barrow to bed, and returned 
again to their post as long as any continued fresh, and so car- 
ried off the whole compaiqr, one by one, as they became drunk. 
Several of my acquaintance have been witnesses to this custom 
of drinking, but it is now abolished." 

This savage custom was not entirely done away within this 
last generation. I have heard of a gentleman who happened 
to be a water-drinker, and was permitted to abstain from the 
strong potations of the company. The bearers carried away 
ooe man after another, till no one was left but this Scottish Mir- 
gltp. They then came to do him the same good office, which, 
howMcr, he dedinod as unnecessary, and proposed to walk to 
hk bed-room. It was a permission he could not obtain. Never 
JMh AlfaiDg had h^ipened, they said, in the ca&tifiV thstst.^^^ 
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impossible but he roust require ttieir assistance, at maj rate ks; 
qinst submit to receive it : and carried him off in the bamnr 
accordingly. A dassifail penalty was sometimes iiiq;xised oa 
those who balked the rules of good fellowship by evading 
their share oi the banquet. The same author contianes : 

<* Among persons of distinction it was reckoned an affnni 
put upon any company to broach a piece of wine, ale, or aqwk 
▼itae, and not to see it all drank out at one meeting. If ng 
man chance to go out firom the company, though but for a few 
minutes, he is obliged upon his return, and before he takes his 
■BBt, to make an apology for hi& absence in rhyme ; which, if 
ke cannot perform, he is liable to such a share of the reekoaiaf 
■s the company thinks fit to impose: which custom obtaiM 
in many places still, and is called Beanchit Bard, which in 
tiielr language signifies the poet's congratulating the compa- 
ny'* 

Few cups, were better, at least more actively, employed la 

the rude hospitality of the period, tlian those of Dunveganj 
•ne of which we have just descril)ed. There is in the JLeabhar 
Deai^, a song, intimating the overflovidng gratitude of a bard 
•f Clan-Ronald, after tJie exuberance of a Uebridean fettival 
at the patriarchal fortress of Jlac-Leod. The translation heiag 
abviously very literal, has greatly flattened, as I am informed, 
the enthusiastic gratitude of the ancient bard, and it must ba 
owned that the works of Homer or Virgil, to say nothing oC 
lfa&-Vuirich, might have suffered by their transfusion through 
such a medium. It is pretty plain, that when the tribute of 
poetical praise was bestowed, the horn of Rorie More bad act 
keen inactive. 

Upon Sir Rodric Mor Macleodf by Niall Mor JUao-FkuidL 

*^The six nights I remained in the Dunvegan, it was not a 

ahow of hospitality I met wivli VkeT«\\mXK\^'Qk^&£al€Baitin 

thy GUr ball among thy numerous \\09X o^\M:tuie&. 

" The iiuniJy placed aU around wtvdct \\ift\>^o\«cxNs» «K. 

&reat chief, raised by Wa ptosv^cvVf w^^ xwfi««^. V« X^ 
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Bke fnti, now enjoying the company of his fliends at the 
fcutf — ^Amidst the toaud of harps, overflowing cups, and hi^ 
ff yoath unaccustomed to gnile, or feud, partaking of the ge> 
ftaoas fare by a flaming fire. 

* Mighty Cliief, liberal to all in your princely mansion, filled 
with yoornumeroiis warlike host, whose generous wine wouMl 
wereome the liardiest heroes, yet we continued to enjoy the 
feast, so hmppj our host, so generous our {wreJ^—Translatedhf 
D.MaC'IntBtk. 

It would be unpardonable in a modem bard, who has expA» 
fficBced the iHMpitality of Donvegan castle in the present daj, 
to omit paying his own tribute of gratitude for a teceptioB 
man elegant indeed, but not less kindly sincere, than Sir Ro- 
derick More liimself could have afibrded. But Johnson bw 
already described a similar scene in the same ancient patri- 
archal residence of the Lords of Mac-Leod. 

** Whatever is imaged in the wildest tales, if giants, dra- 
gons, and enchantment be excepted, would be felt by him^ 
who, wandering in the mountains without a guide, or upon 
Oe sea without a pilot, should be carried amidst his terror 
md uncertainty, to the hospitality and elegance of Baaaa^ er 
Ihuvegan.** 

Note ni. 
With 9eUm% ttep^ and tUver wtrnd. 
The Senetehal the presence tcanned 

Of than Hrange guests St. VI. p. 40. 

The Sewer, to whom, rather than the Seneschal, the oflice of 
arranging the guests of an island chief appertained, was aa 
officer of importance in the family of a IlebriUean chief. 

* Every family had commonly two stewards, which, in their 
language, were called Mariscball Tach : the first of those serv- 
ed always at home, and was obliged to be versed IwtSie \«^- 
gneofsdl the tribea In the isles, and In the \A^\i\eci\^% o^ %^x* 
Aon// /or ir was his province to assign everj toaxL^XXaSi^^Vi^ 
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seat according fo his quality ; and tfais was done wttlioat one 
word spoakinjr, only by drawing a score with a white rod 
wliich this Mariscliall had in his hand, before the penon who 
was bid by him to sit down : and this was necessary to pre v e nt 
rihiorder and contention*, aiid though the Marischall might 
sometimes be mistalien, the master of the fAmlly incnrred vo 
censure by such an estcape; but this custom has been laid 
aside of late. They had also cup-bearers, who always fiUed 
and carried the cup round the company, and he hlms^ drank 
off* the first draught They had lileewise purse-masters, who 
kept their money. Both these officers had an hereditaxy light 
to their office in writing, and each of them had a town and 
luid for his service : some of those rights I have seen ftlrilf 
written on good parchment"— Jkfarttn*s WtaUrrsldu. 

Note IV. 

—— tht reheUious ScottUk cretn, 

Who to Rath Brings shelter drew, 

With CarricVs outlawed CAie/^— St IX. p. 4Z 

It must be remembered by all who have read the Oeottiil 

history, that after he had slain Gomyn at ]>umfiriefl,and 

ed his right to the Scottish crown, Robert Bmce was : 

to the greatest extremity by the English and their adheientii 

He was crowned at Scone by the general consent of the Sool- 

tish barons, but his authority endured bat a shcnt time. Ae- 

cording to the phrase said to have been used by his wifie, be 

was for that year ** a summer liing, but not a winter one." On 

the 29th March, 130C, he was crowned king at Scone. Upon 

the I9th June in the same year, he was totally defeated et 

Methven, near Perth; and his most important adherents, witt 

few exceptions, either executed, or comjielled to embrace the 

English interest, for safety of their lives and fortunes. After 

tills disaster, his life was lYiat ot an qqAk<ii ^T«aiki!n ^Shml «. oan- 

didsLte for monarcky. He 8wpara««AVi\tB«\ilt«oi\^VBwtaBk 

of his reUnue, whom Yve aem iox tafet^j v» ^>»fc cmj^^J^^^ 

c/rummio, in AberdeensMre, ^^let^ ''^'^jf"^^ 

captives to Erglana. Frotn A»oTA«t«Wx^ ^^^ 
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(t»ib€ aoBBtaliioaf parti of BreadalbaBe, and approached til* 
bontan of Argyleddre. There, as mentioiied in a preceding^ 
and more folly in a subaequeat note, he was defeated by tlie 
iord of LoTBf wlko had assumed arms against 1dm in revenge 
of AiB death of hit relative, John the Red Comyn. Esc^ied fnm 
this peril, Bruce, with his few attendants, subsisted by hunting^ 
and lislii&g', until the weather compelled them to seek better 
■Mlinanrs and shdter than the Hi^rhland mountains afforded. 
Vntk great difficulty they crossed, from Rowardennan proba- 

I M|^, to the western banlts of Lochlomond, partly in a miMnhle 
boat, sum! partly by swimming. The valiant and loyal eari of 

I JjtaaoiSj to whose territories they had now found their way, 
weieomed them with tears, but was unable to assist them is 
■wke an effectual head. The Lord of the Ldes, then in pe^ 
session of great part of Cantyre, received the fugitive vammrA 
and future restorer of his country's independence, in his caitle 
of Dnnnaverty, in that district. But treason, says Barbour, 
was ao general, that the king durst not abide there. Accord- 
ingly, with the remnant of his followers, Bruce embarked for 
ftafli-Erin, or Racluine, the Racina of Ptolemy, a small island, 
lyloif almost opposite to the shores of Ballycastle, on the coast 
of Ireiaiid. The islanders at first fled from their new and 
armed greats, but upon some explanation submitted them- 
fdvca to Bruce's sovereignty. He resided among them until 
the approach of spring, [1306,] when he again returned to 
Scotland, with the desperate resolution to reconquer his king- 
dom or perish in the attempt. The progress of his success, 
fipom its commencement to its completion, forms the Inight^ 
period in Scottish liistory. 

Note V. 
The hromck of Lom^SU XI. p. 44. 
It has been generally mentioned in the i^recading notes^ that 
Mobert Bmee, mAer hU defeat at Methven, baViit^ ^bbx^ V^«mr^ 
tfrtbeEngUatfendaLroweed^ with the dM^x\X«dLT«mi»«DX«R\&: 
AUomen, to eMcape from Brcartalbane^ atvJi liJtte xnwas^Sqpw 
^ArtfcaWrt Into the ArgylesWrebi«Y«SaLi\OA. ^>aXVe-«^ 

20 
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by bis enemy in protecting the retreat of his followorp, " ?.Ic- 
tidnkf, Mnrthokson," said he, addressing one of his foUowen, 
"he rMemMes Gol-mak-morn protecting his followef^s from 
ItagBL^— A most unworthy corajmrison, observes the arch- 
i of Aberdeen *, unsuspicious of the future fame of these 
i; he might with more propriety have compared the 
kfaig to 6ir Gaudefer de Larys protecting the foragers of Ga- 
dyrs against the attacks of Alexander.* Two brothers, the 
strongest among Lom's followers, whose names Barbour calls 
Mackyn-Drosser, (interpreted Durward or Porterson,) resolved 
fo rid their chief of tliis formidable foe. A third person (per- 
haps the M'Keoch of the family tradition) associated himself 
with tiiem for this purpose. They watched their opportunity, 
■■til Bruoe^ I»rty liad entered a ffass between a lake (Loch« 
Docfaart pnrtmbly) and a precipice, where the king, who wms 
the last of the party, had scarce room to manage his steed. 
Here liis three foes sprung upon him at once. One seized his 
bridle, bat received a wound which hewed off bis arm; a se- 
oond grasped Bruce by the stirrup and leg, and endeavoured to 
dismoant him, but the king putting spurs to his horse, threw 
himdowA, still holding by the stirrup. The third, taking ad- 
vuitage of an acclivity, sprung up l)ehind him upon his horse. 
Brace, however, whose personal strength is unifurralv mention- 
ed as exceeding that of most men, extricated himself from his 
gxmsp, threw him to the ground, and cleft his skull with his 



* This is a Tery carious passage, and has been often quoted 
in tlie OMlaiiic controversy. That it refers to ancient Celtic 
Iradition, tiiere can be no doubt, and as little that it refers to 
•o incident in the poems published by Mr. Mac])her8on as 
from tlie Gaelic The hero of romance, whom Barbour diinks 
ft mart proper prototype for the Bruce^ occurs Iti v!kv« T^tsnsAd^ 
oiAJexaadeff of which there is a anique tno^^xVycvVoLNA ^tnv- 
ti0b rmnein the library of the UoaouvabVcllLT,"^\«^ fs!l^^« 
mure. Sec fTeber's RomaneeM^ tol. I. ^ppei^%x to \i«fo«w* 
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flword. • By similar exertion he drew the itimq> from kii 
grasp whom he had overthrown, an^ UUed him alM widi hii 
0word as he lay among the horse's feet The story seems ro- 
mantic, but this was the age of ' mantle exploit, aod h matt 
be remembered that Bruce was armed cap-a-pe, and the assaiU 
^ts were half-dad mountaineers. Barbour adds the foUowlaf 
circumstance, highly characteristic of the sentiments of chival- 
17. Mac-Naughton, a baron of Gowel, pointed out to the Lord 
of Lorn the deeds of valour which Bruce performied in tidt 
memorable retreat, with the highest expressions of admira- 
tion. *^ It seems to give thee pleasure,** said Ia^tOj <* that he 
makes such havoc among our friends.'*— -^' Not so, by my 
fldth,** replied Mac-Naughton, *< but be he friend or foe who 
achieves high deeds of chivalry, men should bear fidthfal wit- 
ness to his valour *, and never have I heard of one, who, by hit 
knightly feats, has extricated himself from such dangers M 
have this day surrounded Bruce." 

Note VI. 
Wrought and chased unth rare devietj 
Studded fair with genu of price^—Si. XL p. 44. 

Great art and expense was bestowed upon the ,/£(«/«, m 
broach, which secured the plaid, when the wearer was a per- 
son of importance. Martin mentions having seen a sitvv 
broach of a hundred marks value. 

** It was broad as any ordinary pewter plate, the whole cs- 
riously engraven with various animals, &c There was a 
lesser buckle, which was more in the middle of tiie larger, aad 
above two ounces weight ; it had in the centre a large piece of 
crystal, or some finer stone, and this was set all round with si^ 
▼erel finer stones of a lesser Aze,^—Wettem Idtmde. 

Pennabt has given an engraving of sudi ai broach as Msurthi 
describes, and the workmanship of which is yerj eiegaaL Jk 
b said to have belonged to the family of Lochbuy.— &e Bn^ 
ntmet TmtTy vaL IIL p. 14. 
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Note vn. 
K§dn wot then the Douglas brandy 
Vain the CannpheiPt vaunted hand. — St. XTII. p. 45. 
The gfallaat Sir James, called the Good Lord Dougias, tlie 
most fidthfal and valiant of Brace's adherents, was wounded at 
the battle of Ddry. Sir Nig^el, or Niel Campbell,' was also in 
that unfortunate skirmish. He married Marjorie, sister to 
Bobert Brace, and was amon^ his most faithful followers. In 
a inanu8cri|it account of the house of Argyle, supplied, it 
would seem, as materials for Archbishop Spottiswoode's His- 
tory of the Church of Scotland, I find the following passage 
concerning Sir Niel Campbell. *^ Moreover, when all the no- 
Ides in Scotland bad left King Robert after his hard success 
yet this noble knight was most faithful, and shrinked not, as it 
is to be seen in an indenture bearing these words : — Memoran' 
dum fuod cttm a& incamatione Domini 1308 conventum fuit et 
coneordeUum inter nobiles viros Dominum AUxandi'um de Sta- 
t»un militem et Deminum Crilbertum de Haye militem et Domi' 
num Ifigellum, Campbell militem apud monustcrinm de Cambtu- 
ienneth 9*> Septembris qui tact a sancta eucAam/tca, ma^oque 
jwmmento facto, jwramnt te debere libertatem regni et Robertum 
nnper regem ooronatwn contra omnes mortales Francos Anglos 
Seetos defendere usftu ad uJtimum terminum vita ipsorwn. 
Their sealles are appended to the indenture in greene wax, to- 
glthir with the seal of Gulfrid, Abbot of Cambuskennettu" 

Note VITL 
Vain KirkpatricVs bloody dirk, 
Making sure ofmurder''» work. — Su XITf . p. 45. 
Every reader must recollect that the proximate cause of 
Brace's asserting his right to the crown of Scotland, was the 
death of John, called the red Comyn. The causes of this act 
of violence, equally extraordinary from the high rank both of 
the perpetrator and sufferer, and from the place where the 
dan^ter was committed, are variously relate<l by the Scot- 
tish and English historians, and cannot now be asc«Ttaivs9e\, 
The iact that Aey met at the hieh aUax q^ Vkv^ '^Vn»T\\ie£& w^ 
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Grejr-Friar^s church in Dumfries, that their diffinren^ broke 
oat into high and insulting iangnago, and that Bruce drew Us 
dagger and stabbed Gomyn, is certaia. Ensiling to the d0Mr of 
the church, Bruce met two powerful barons, Kirlqiatridi- of 
Closebum, and James de Lindsay, who eagerly, asked him 
what tidings? "Bad tidings,^ answered Bmoe, (<I doubt I 
have slain Oomyu.^ <* Donbtest thou ?** said Kiriipatrick, *>I 
make sicker" (i. e. sure.) With these words he and liodsiar 
rushed into the diurch, and despatched the wounded Comym. 
The Kirkpetricks of Gloseburn assumed, in memory of this 
deed, a hand holding a dagger, with the memnrable words, *^I 
make sicker." Some doubt having been started by Uie ble 
Lord Hailes as to the identity of the Klrkpatrick who eomfiet- 
ed this day's work with Sir Roger, then representative of Ae 
aueient femily of Closebum, my kind and ingenioas fHead 
Mr. Charles Kirkpatricke Shnrpe, has furnished me with the 
following memorandum, which appears to fix the deed with 
his ancestor:— 

** The ciroomstanoes of the regent Cummin's murder, ftooi 
which the family of Kirkpatrick, in Mthsdale, is said to have 
derived its crest and motto, ai-e well known to all convemBl 
with Scottish history,— but Lord Ilailes has started a doabt •• 
to the authenticity of this tradition, when recording the n«r- 
der of Roger Kirkpatrick, in his own casde of Caerlavero^ 
by Sir James Lindsay. *■ Fordun,* says his lordship, * remarks 
that Lindsay and KirkpotricH were the heirs of the two mee 
Mho accompanied Robert Drus at the fatal conference with 
Comyn.' If Fordun was rightly informed as to this particiilar, 
an argument arises in support of a notion which I have loog 
entertained, that the person who struck his dagger in Comyn% 
heart was not the representative of the honourable family of 
Kirkpatrick, in Nitbsdale. Roger de K. vras made prisoner at 
the battle of Durham, in 1346. Rogta* de KiiiipaUrick was 
alive on the 6th of August, 1357 ; for, on that daj, Humphiyi 
the son and heir of Roger de K., is proposed as one of the yomtf 
gentlemen who were to be hostages for David Bruce. Roger 
de K. Miles was present at \hc^xYias^tXY«ML at fidiiibwflk 
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Bqiifiiatlfr, 1357, and he is mentiooed as altve Sd Octobeiv 
, (Fyrffiia;) U fbllf»wt, of necessary conseqoencei, that ItOi> 
h K.| murdered in June, 1S67, must have been a dWRn^nt 
■.' *^Am$ud» ofSe$iUMd, vol. 11. p. 242. 

dib it may be answered, thai at Uie period of the refent^s 
Icr, there wore only two families of the name of Kirki- 
di (nearly allied to each other) in odstence— Stepbcto 
Patrick, styled in the Chartuhuy of Keteo, (I2f8) Dominm 

i€ CUobum^ FUiu$ et Jutret Domini Mk de KirJtpatrkk, 
it, (whose &ther, Ivone de Kirkpatrick, witnesses a char- 
TRbbert Bros, Lord of Annandale, before the year 11410 
.-wo sons, Sir Roger, who carried on the line of Closebvn, 
Doncan, who married Isobel, daughter and heiress of Sir 
d Torthorwald of that ilk *, they had a charter of the lands 
orthorwald from King Robert Bras, dated lOth August^ 
«ar being omitted — Umphray, the son of Duncan and Iso- 
got a charter of Torthorwald from the king, 16th July^ 
— ^his son, Roger of Torthorwald, got a charter from John 
>ndiame, son of Sir John Grahame of Mosskessen, of an 
al rent of 40 shiUings, out of the lands of Overdryft, 1366 

• soil, William Kirkpatrick, grants a charter to John of Gar- 
, of the twa merk land of Glengip and Garvellgill, within 
eaement of Wamphray, 22d April, 1372. From this, it 
urs that the Torthorwald branch was not concerned in th^ 

* of CoB^m's murder, and the inflictions of Providence 
h ensued: Duncan Kirkpatrick, if we are to bdiere the 

1 Minstrel, wa$ the firm friend of Wallace) to whom he 
related. 

C Kyrkpatrick, that cruel was and keyae, 
In Esdaill wod that half zer he had been*, 
With Ingiismen he couth nocht weill accord. 
Of Torthorwald be Baron was and Lord. 
Of kyn he was to WaUaoe modyr ner, Jcc") 

his Baron seems to have had no share in the adventures of 
Robert^— Che emt of his &&uly>«ft U i^^ i^mafiimk ^^ 
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esrred ftone trailt Into & cottefe wall, hi the 
thorwald, bean aome resemUaace, sigraOroae, 1 
**UiiiTenal tradition, and aS our later hirtori 
Wted the regent's death-blow to Sir Ro|^ K^ 
the aathor of the MB. History of the PresbTtery 
^e Advocates' library, ^rms, that the crest a 
given by the king on that occasion, and proceed 
circarostances respecting a grant to a cottager i 
the vicinity of Closebume Casde, which are cei 
tic, and strongly vouch for the truth of the other 
*The steep hill, (says he,) called the Dune < 
considerable height, upon the top of which tb 
tome habitation or fort. There have been in 
oa all hands of it very thick woods and great al 
which made it the more inaccessible, into whic 
if said to have been conducted by Roger Kirkp 
tmm, after they had killed the Cumin at Dun 
, nine miles from this place, whereabout it is 
cUd abide for some time thereafter, and it is r 
ing his abode there, he did often divert to a pi 
named Brownrig, situate in a small parcel of 

% compassed with thick woods, where he was 

with such mean accommodation as the plac 
poor man's wife being advised to petition * 
what, was so modest in her desires, that 
but security for the croft in her huslxauid's 
herty of pasturage for a very few cattle > 
the hill, and the rest of the bounds. Of y 
ancient family by the injury of time hath 
is deprived: but the croft continues in 
heirs and successours lineally descended 
id» wife, so that this family being more 

» yet continue in the name, and, as they > 

I ter."*— ^5. History of the Pralbyttry o/ 

; / cata? lAhrwy of ^tMurgk, 



i 



'., 
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Note IX. 

Sled the fiery De U JSTuye^— St. XIII. pu 45. 
TlwM kaif^ts are enumerated 1^ Barbortr, among the oaoiil 
of Bruee^ adherenlB, who remained in arms wifli hfaa 
the tattle of M cthven. 

<* With him was a bold Baron, ^ 
Sc^rr WilUam the Baroondoon, 



Schgrr Gilbert de la Hayealsua." 



Thaw were »ore than tkneof the noble fiuni^y of Hay engafed 
Ib Br«ee^ caiue. But the principal was Gilbert de la Haye^ 
Lord of Enrol, a ittnch adherent to King Robert** intereft, 
•ad whoa he rewarded Xsy creating him hereditary Lord 
nifh Conetabte of Scottend, a title which he us^i 16th Mareh, 
IflOa, where, ia a letter from the peers of Scotland to Philip the 
lUr ef France, he is designed GiOeftia A Hoy CwituAftim' 
HwAosfte. HewasshdnatthefaatdeofHaUdoon-hilL Hugh 
do la Haj, hit farotbn', was made prisoner at-the battle ^ 



NoteX. 
IPW Aetf Amfrwmd^ Old Mam^ thy ttrmht$, 
Tejiiwfsf tkt hmtd thai payt thypains.rSt, XIV. p. 47. 
The rharaflfir of the Highland bards, however high in an 
earHer period of society, seems soon to have degenerated. The 
Irish affirm, that in their kindred tribes severe laws became 
necessary. to restrain their avarice. In the Highlands they 
seem gradnaUy to have sank into contempt, as well as the 
orators, or men of speech, with whose cnnce that of family poet 
was oflen anited* 

« The orators, in their famguage called Isdane, were in high 
Mieem both in these islands and the continent} until within- 
these Ibrty years, tliey sat always among tiie nobles and<y«^« 
efABlliaplBtbe«lneh,ordrcle. T\»dc\tQ«»n«sA\di^^ 



i 
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tkis period of cohabitation, retained an option of refusing to 
fulfil liis engagement. It is sud that a desperate feud ensued 
becvraen the dam of Mac-Donald of Sleate and Hac-Leo4 
owiagr to the former ehirf having availed himself of this U- 
to send ImcIl to Dunvegan a sister or daughter of the 
Itmc-Leod resentii^ the indignity, observed, that since 
there was no wedding bonfire, there should be one to Mdem- 
nize the divorce. Accordingly he burned and laid waste the 
territories of Mac-Donald, who retaliated, and a deadly feud, 
with all its accompaniments, took place in form. 

NoteXn. 

Smae nuUeklest Wallace Jint had hetn 

in modeery crowned xoitk vxrtatkt of green./'St. XXVI. p. SS. 

Btowe gives the following curious account of the trial and 
execution of this celebrated patriot : — ^ William Wallace, whe 
bad oft-times set Scotland in gfreat trouble, was taken and 
bnmgfat to London, with great numbers of men and women 
wondering upon him. He was lodged in the house of WlUIaa 
Delect, a citizen of London, in Fen^urch-street On the mor- 
row, being the eve of St Bartholomew, he was brought on 
horvefaack to Westminster. John Legrave and Gefirey, knlghti^ 
the mayor, sherifi8,and aldermen of London, and many others, 
lioth on horseback and on foot, accompanying him ; and in the 
great hail at Westminster, be being placed on the south bench, 
crowned with laurel, for that he had said in times past, that 
he ought to bear a crown in that hall, as it was commonly re- 
pwrted, and being ap peached for a traitor by Sir Peter Malorie, 
the king^s justice, he answered, that he was never .traitor to 
the King of England ; but for other things whereof he was 
accused he confessed them *, and was after headed and quar> 
tcred."— ^Sfo«»e, Chr. p. 209. 

There is sometliing singularly doubtful about the mode in 
which Wallace vras taken. That he was betrayed to the 
Kni^h is indubitable, and popular fame charges Sir John 
Meatelth with the indelible infamy. " A.cc\xxae«\^^ v^*^^ kc\ffSA 
Blair, « be the day of nativily of JoYin (Ve '6^«\\Wv^\\^«sA.'w«t 
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bis name be strvck out of the hook of Ufe." But Jote 6*. 
Menteith was all along* a Makras fevoorar of the EnglMi iM*> 
i^est, and was^goyemor of Dimharton Castle by csonmMMi 
from Edward the First; and therefore, as the accurate Lord 
Aailes has obserred, could not be the fri«ul and eonlUtaLBl af 
Wallace, as tradition states him to be. The truth seent to i^ 
that Mentrith thoroagfaly engafed in tiie English Inlefcfti 
pursued Wallace closely, and made him pristmef through tihe 
treachery of an attendant, whom Peter JLaagtoft calif Jmk 
Short. 

** William Walleis is nomen that master was of dteres^ 
Tiding to the liing is comen that robbery mischiers, 
Sir John of Menetest sued William so nigh, 
He tok him when he weenM least, on ni^it, his lemmn Mm 
by, 

' That was through treason of Jttek Short his man. 
lie was the encheson that Sir John so him ran, 

' Jack's brother had he skdn, the Walleis tiiat is said. 
The more Jack was fain to do William that bndd.** 

From this it would appear that the hifluny of seltli^ Wal- 
lace, must rest between a degenerate ScottIA Dobleomi, the 
mssal of England, and a domestic, the ofMcm agent of hb 
treachery; betweeil Sir John Menteith, son of Waltar, Sal of 
Menteith, and die traitor Jack Short 

Nofte Xin. 
Where's Ni^ Bruoe ? and De Fa ^Toye, 
And valiant Seton — where are they 7 
Where SomenrilU, the kind and free 7 
And Fraser^/hxaerofchhairy ?— St. XXVI. pw B5, 
When diese lines were written, the author was 
the means of correcting his indistinct recoUectioa 
the individual fate of Bruce's followers, after die batllt of 
Jfeebrea. Hugh de la Hay« ax)4 Thotnas Somenrille of Ui- 
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foua and C^wdally, ancestor of Lord Somerville, were boUi 
wmAB priaofwn at that defeat, but neitho* was executed. 

Sir Mifd Braee was the younger brother of Robert, to 
he cu i in it ted the efaarge of his wife and dangfater, 
I and the defence of his strong castle of Kildnunmie, 
the head of the Don, in Aberdeensliire. KUdnunmie 
kmg^ Tvsisted the mnm* of the Karls of Lancaster and Horeford, 
VBtil the magacine was treacherously burned. The garrison 
was dien compelled to surrender at discretion, and Nigel 
Brace, a yonth remarliable for personal beauty, as well as for 
gaUantry, fell into the hands of the unrelenting Edward. He 
was tried by a special commission at Berwick, was condemned, 
and execnted. 

Chrbtopher Seatonn shared the same unfortunate (ate. He 
alio was distlngiiisbed by personal valour, and signalized him- 
eelf in the fatal battle of Methven. Robert Bruce adventured 
his person in that battle, like a knight of romance. He dis- 
mounted Aymer de Valence, Eari of Pembroke, but was in his 
tarn dismounted by Sir Philip Mowbray. In this emergence 
fieatoun came to his aid, and remounted him. Langtoft men- 
tions, that in thu battle the Scottish wore white surplices, or 
■hirta, over their armour, that those of rank might not be 
known. Ib thli manner Iwth Bruce and Seatoun escaped. 
Bat the iattftf wm afterwards lictrayed to the English, through 
mBKO\UBd^HUg to Barbour, of one Mae-Nab, ** a disciple of 
• Jndas,** !» wtwra the unfortunate 'knight reposed entire con- 
fidence. There was some pf*culiarity respecting his punish- 
ment ] because, according to Mattliew of Westminster, he was 
considered not as a Scottish subject but an Englishman. He 
was therefore taken to Dumfries, where he was tried, con- 
demned, aqd executed, fur the murder of a soldier slain by 
him. His brother John de Seton bad the same fate at New- 
ea«tle ; both were considered as accomplices in the slaughter 
•f Coni3m, but in what manner tliey were particularly acces- 
sary to that deed, does not a|ifi -^ar. 

The late of Sir Simon Fi<i>*er, or Friiel, asxccsUyt «a.^\SDk&^*.- 
piilr «f l^trat, is dwelt upon ot great leivg^YL, axwi NsNsDsitaN*^* 

ill 
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exnttation, by the Xn^lish historians. This knight, who for 
tenowned for personal gallantly and high deeds of chivabyf 
was also made prisoner, aftera gallant d^ence, in the battle of 
Methven. Some stanzas of a ballad of the times, which, for 
the sake of rendering it intelligible, 1 have translated ovtaf 
its rode orthography, give minute partieoiars of his fote. H 
was written immediately at the period, for it mentioas tte 
Earl of Atfaole as not yet in costody. ^ It was first pttldished hy 
the indefiitigable Mr. Ritson, but with so maiqr oontraeCioBS 
and pecuHarities of character, as to render it ill^ible, ezoept- 
ing by antiquaries. 

This was before Saint Bartholomew's mass, 
That Frizel was y-taken, were it more other less, 
To Sir Thomas of Multon, gentil baroan and free, 
And to Sir John Jose be-take tho was he 

To hand 
He was y-fettercd wele 
Both with iron and ste^ 

To bringen of Scotland. 

Soon after the tiding to the king come. 
He sent him to London, with mony armed groom, 
He came in, at Newgate, I tell you it on a-frfigli^ 
A garland of leaves on his head y-dight 

Of green. 
For he should be y-know 
Both of high and of low. 

For the traitour I ween. 

¥-fett«^ were his legs under his horses wombe. 
Both with iron and with steel mancled were his hoBd% 
A garland of pervjrnk* set up his heyed,t 
Bluch was the power that him was bereaved, . 

Inckle. \U«y^ 
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In land. 
80 God me amend, 
little be ween'd 

80 to be brought in band. 

TU« waa qp<Ni our lady's even, forsooth I understand, 
Tbe Jastices sate for the knights of Scotland, 
Sir Thomas of Midton, an kinde knyght and wise, 
Aad Sir Kalph of Sandwich that micUe is bold in pric^ 

And Sir John Abel, _ 
Moe I might tell by tale 
Both of great and small 

Ye know sooth welL 

Then said the justice, that gentil is and free, 
Sir Simond Frizel the king's traitor hast thou be *, 
In water and in land that mony mighten see. 
What sayst thou thereto how will thou quite be;, 

Do say. 
So foul he him wist, 
Nede war on trust 

For to say nay. 

With kttan and with gins* y-hot he was to draw 
From the Tower of London that many men might know, 
la a liirtle of Burel, a selcouth wise. 
And a garlaod in ids head of the new guise. 

Through Cheape 
Many men of England 
For to see Symond 
* Thitherward can leap. 

Though he cam to the gallows first he was on hung, ' 
AU quidi beheaded that him thought long } 



* Ue was eondemned to be Onvwrn. 
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Then he was y-opened, his bo w^ y-hrend,* 
The hered to Londoa-bridge was aeod 

Toabenda. 
So evermore mote I the, 
Some While weened he, 

Thii8,liltletostHid4 ^ 

He rideth throni^ the city, as I tell may, 
With gamen and with solace that was their play^ 
To LoBdon-bridge he took the way, 
Mony was the wives chtfd that thereon lacketh a day^: 

And said, alas! 
TThat he was y-bom 
And so vilely forlorn. 

So lair man he waa4 

Now staadeth the heved above flietii-brlj^;«^ 
Fast by Wallace sooth for to 8egg»} 
After succour of Scotland long may he piy, 
Andafter help of France what halt it to lie, 

I ween. 
Better 1dm were in Scotland, 
With his axe in his hand. 

To play on the green, Ae. 

The preceding stanzas contain probably as nimrte ta ac- 
count as can be found, of the trial and execution of state erind" 
nals of the period. Superstition mingled its horrors with those 
of a ferocious state policy, as appears from the following singu- 
lar narrative. 



* Burned. 

t Meaning, at one time he little thought to stand dun. 
;^ viz, Saith Lack-a-day. 

§ The gallant knight, Vlke others in the same situattoa, 
pitied by the female spectaion ^ aa a -<Gita(«c -<f oos^^TanJ* 
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' "The Friday next, before ^e aMamptton of Oar Lady, Kinir 
Edward met Robert the Bmoe at Saint Johmtoune, in Scot- 
land, and with hit companyt of wliich company King^ Edward 
^«^e Mren thoiuaDd. Whes Robert the Bruee law this 
nisdilei^ and gan to flee, and Ii9r*d him tliat men might not 
Mm find; b«t 8. 8imond Frlsell portaed was so sore, that he 
tmned again and abode bataille, for lie was a wortliy luiight 
and a bolde of body«, and the Englishmen pursnede him sort on 
every tide, and qodde the steed tliat Sir Simon Frisell rode 
upon, and then toke him and led him to the host And S. Sy> 
mond began for to flatter and tpeke fair, and saide, Lordys, I 
•liali give you four thonwnd marlies of silver, and myne horse 
and liamesa, and all my armonre and income. TW answered 
ThOhAttdeofPevenes, that was the liinges archer; Now, God 
me so helpe, it Is for nought tlMt thou speakest, for all the gold 
of England I would not let thee go without commandment of 
King Edward. And tlM)* lie was led to the king, and the king 
wonid not see him, but commanded to lead him away to Ids 
doom in London, on Our Lady^ even nativity. And he was 
hong and drawn, and Ids head smitten oflT, and hanged again 
with chains of iron upon tlie gallows, and his head was set at 
London-bridge upon a spear, and against Christmas the body 
vras Immt, for encheron (f-easow) that the men tliat keeped the 
body saw many derils ramping with i/on crooiu, running i|>- 
on the gallows, and horribly tormenting the liody. And many 
that them saw, anon thereafler died for dread, or waxen mad, 
«r sore sickness they bmlT—MS. Chronicle in the Brititk ITwc- 

Note Xir. 
Was not the life of Athoh $kedf 
To $ootk the tyrantU sickened &e<f 7— St. XXVI. p. 55. 
Johu de Strathbogtc. Earl of Athole, had attempted to es- 
cape owt of the kingdom, but a stnrm cast Um upon the ooas^* 
when he was taken, sent to Londcm, and executed, with dr- 
carosCances of great liarfoarity, lieing first half atran^^Mi^iabKw 
let dtfwn Qrom (kg gallows, wbllt yet •)&.^e^ \w£Wxma\^ ^iS&^ 

21* 
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raenbered, and his body bonied. It HMiy sorpriw tbe reader te 
leani, that'this was a mitigttUd panishmeot} for, in respect 
that his mother was a franddanghter of Kin; John, by hb 
natural son Richard, he was not drawn on a dedge to ex*- 
cution, *<that point was forgiven," and he made tjhe passage 
on horseback. Matthew of Westminster telli « that Kiag 
Edward, tlien extremely ill, received great ease from Oe news 
that his rehttive was apprehended. ** Q«ia 4M4ito, Rea J»- 
glim, etd gravurimo .Morbe twne Immgudntf Ievm$ Uamn tatt 
dolortm.^ To this singular expression the VaX alludes. 

Note XV. 

And mtMt &u ewrd, et djfing^day, 

Be nought but qutfrterj hang and »hnf /—St XXVL p. 55. 
This ailodes to a passage in Barbour, singularly expressive 
of the vindictive spirit of Edward I. The prisoners taken at 
the Oaatle of lUidmnunie had surrendered upon eondition Aat 
they shouU be at iUng Edward's disposaL « But his will,* 
says BartwRor, "was always evil towards Scottishmen." The 
news of the surrender of Kiklnimniie arrived when he was ia 
his mortal sickness at Burgh-upon-Sands, 

<^ And when he to the death was neia>, 
The folk that at Kyldromy wer 
Come wiUi prisoneili that they had taaO) 
And syne to the king are gane. 
^ And for to comfort him they tenid '' 

How they the castell to them yauid : 
And how they till his will were brought, 
To do off that whatever he thought ; 
And ask'd what men should off them do. 
Then lookM he angiyiy them to. 
He said, grinning, ** hm^t and drcwi.** 
That was wonder of sic saws, 
That he, that to the death was near, 
fihould aiif?rer upoa tic maner ; 
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FnovtvBOMMBfaigand mercy. 
B<nr mii^lit he trust on him to cry, 
That footh-fiutfy dooms an things 
To have mer^ for his crying', 
or him that, throw his felony, 
iBtosie point had no mercy f" 



Thflrt WM mneh troth in the Leooiae couplet, with wbicft 
tattlmw of W M i M lm t wr coachides his eaqapiiua 4m the first 
Uhranl: 

<* Seolos, Edwardns, 4inn Tizlt, suppeditavit, 
Tenuit, afflixit, depressit, dilaniaviL"— 

Note XVI. 
Bg W0di» wild (my grandnn't oat A.)— St XXVII. p. £8. 
The Mac-Leods, and most other distingoislied Hebridean fih 
Uieii, were of Scandinavian extraction, and some were late 
* Iflqiertect eonrerts to Ohristianity. Tlte lamily names ef 
BsqaU, Thormod, 4care aU Norwegian. 

NoteXVIL 

WhiU I lk» UsMMleren mdvanecy 

And tmpimU this wnkappy eAoaee, 

In Pakitmt^wkk iword and Umee^Si. XXIX. p. 58. 
Brace uniformly p ro fe s s e d , and prohaUy feltjemai 
r haTing violated the aanotnary of the church, by the 
r of Comyn ; and finally, in his last boors, in testimony of 
I frith, penitence, and teal, he reqoested James Lord Dooglas 
carry hb heart to Jcrasalem, to be there departed in the Ho- 
Sepulehre. * 

Note XVIIL 
De Bnue ! Iron wkhpwrpou dremd. 
To ^0kmgcm<Hup9n»k!f kead^SVXXSX^p* SOk 
So soon as the notice of Gomyn^ slaughter reached Rome, 
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nahed ftnt by the Archbishop of Toik, and renewed at diffe- 
rrat Umes, particularly by Lambyrton, Bishop of St. Andrew^ 
in 1308 ; but it does not aj^pear to have answered the purpose 
which the English monarch expected. Indeed, for reasons 
wliich It may Ise difficult to trace, the thunders of Rome de- 
scended upon tbe Scottish mountains with less efl^ than in 
more fertile countries. Probably the comparative pover^ of 
the benefices occasioned tliat fewer foreign clergy settled in 
Scotland, and the interest of the nadve dimrbmen were Unk- 
ed with that of their country. Many of the Scottish prelates, 
Lambyrton the primate jrartlcularly,, declared fbr Bruce, while 
he was yet under the bieui of the church, altliough he after' 
wards again changed sides. 

KoteXXIX. 

Ifetl vnthin mine agtd breagt, 

A power that will not he repressed ,^St, XXXI. p. 59. 
Bruce, lilie other heroes, observed omens, and one is rerocd- 
ed by tradition. After he had retreated to one of the misem- 
ble pkices of shelter, in which be conld venture to take some 
repose after his disasters, he lay stretched upon a handful of 
straw, and abandoned himself to his melancholy meditations, 
lie had now been defeated four times, and was upon the point 
of resolving to abandon all hopes of fiirthar oppositlou to Us 
fate, and to go to the Holy Land. It chanced, his ey«, while 
be was thus polidering, was attracted by the exertions of a 
qrider, who, in order to fix his web, endeavoured to swfaig 
himself from one beam to another above his head. Invohnt- 
tarily he became interested in the pertiaadty with whidi the 
insect renewed his exertions, after fidling six times } and it 
occurred to him that he would decide his own course tteoord- 
ing to the success or failure of the spider. At flie seventh effort 
the insect gained his ol^ect, and Bruce, in Hke manner, per> 
severed and carried his own. Hence it has been held OBlaeky or 
ungrateful, or both, in one of the name of Bmoe to kill a 
qdder. 
The «rch-deMon of A]t>cr4eeiK\B«wl ^ «ub tQEtet^ «C tkk 



tBtroduees an Iriih Ijrttoness, who not cndy predicted his 
. fortune as he left the island of Bachrin, but sent her two 
•long with him, to ensure her own &nii]y a share in it. 

« Then in sliort tiaM men might them see 
^ Slioot all theh* galleys to the sea, 

And bear to sea both oar and steer. 

And other things that mistir* were^ 

And as the UqgnpoB tiie sand 

Was ganging up and down, bidandt 

Till that Us men ready v^re. 

Ilk host oome right till him there. 

And when that she him halsed had, 

A privy speech till him she made} 

And said, " Take good keep till my saw,* 

** For or ye pass I will ye diow, 

" Off your fortoun a great par^. 

<* But our all specially 
^ <* A wittering h«re I shall you ma, 

^ What end that your porposs shall ta. 

** For in this land is none trewly 

** Wots things to eome so well as L 

" Te pass now furth on your Toyage^ 

* To aToage the harme, and the outMg^ 
** That Ingiissmrn has to you done ) 

** But yon wot not what kind fortuao 

« Ye mon drey in your wwrring. 

« But wyt ye wdl, without lying, 

^ That irom ye now have taken land, 

<* None so mighty, no so strenthle of hand, 

* Shall make you pass out of your country 
tf Till aft to you abandoned be. 

<* Within short time ye sbaU be king, 
^ And have the hmd to your likelng, 
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** And overcome your foei alL 

*^ But many anoyis thole ye ihaU, 

" Or that your purpose end have tane } 

** But ye shall them outdrive ilkane. 

** And, that ye trow this sekyrly, 

** My two sons with you shall I 

** Send to take part of your labour j 

** For I wote well they shall notiiul 

* To be rewarded well ak rigM^ 

^ When ye are heyit to your might.'* 

Barbour't Brucey Book IF", p. 120, edited (9 
J. Pinkerton, Itondoiif 1790. 



Note 

A hunted xoanderer an tht xoild. — St XXXIL p. BQ. 
This is not metaphoriCaL The echoes of Scotland did 
ttially 



•ring 



With the bloodhounds that bajred for her fugitive king. - 

A very curious and romantic tale is told by BariMwr upOB 
this subject, wliich may be abridged as follows : 

When Bruce had again got footing in Scotland in the spring 
of 1306, he continued to be in a very weak and precarioos em- 
dition, gaining, indeed, occasional advantages, but obliged M 
fly before his enemies whenever they assembled in foni< 
Upon one occasion, while he was lying with a small par^ ia 
the wilds of Cumnock, in Ayrshire, Aymer de Valence, Eail 
of Pembroke, with his inveterate foe John of Lorn, cam 
against him suddenly with eight hundred highlanders, besidei 
a large body of men at arms. They broaf(lit with them a 
slough-do^, or bloodhound, which, some say, had been once a 
favourite with the Bruce himself, and therefore was least lihe^f 
to lose the trace. 

Bruce, whose force was under four hundred men,oontiBiii< 
to make head agsdnst the ca\QXr^)>3i^ Vbft \fii»L^ l/inilNd 
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It off his retratt PerceWing the danger of his sitva- 
cted as the celebrated and ill-requited Mina is said to 
e io similar circumstances. He divided his force into 
is, a]>pointed a place of rendezvous, and commanded 
retreat by different routes. But when John of Lorn 
it the spot where they divided, he caused the hound 
: upon the trace, which immediately directed him to 
lit of tliat fwrty which Bruce headed. This, therefore, 
«ued with bi^ whole force, paying' no attention to the 
The kiiif again subdivided his small body into three 
d with the same result, for the pursuers attached 
es exclusively to that which he led in person. He 
tted liis followers to disperse, and retained only his 
>ther in his company. The slough-dog followed the 
1, neglecting the others, attached himself and his at- 
to pursuit of the king. Lorn became convinced that 
y was nearly in bis power, and detached five of his 
ive followers to follow him, and interrupt his flight. 

so with all the agility of mountaineers. "• Wliat aid 

make,*^ said Bruce to his single attendant, when he 
ive men gnin ground on him. " The best I can,** re- 

teler-brother. " Then," said Bruce, <* here I make 
J" The five pursuers came up fast. The king took 

himself, leaving tbe other two to his foster-brother. 
the first who encountered him, but observing his fos- 
er hard pressed, he sprung to his assistance and de- 
one of his assailants. Leaving him to deal with the sur- 

rrturned upon the other two, both of whom he slew 
s foster-brother had de^fntched his single antagonist, 
is hard encounter was over, with a courtesy, which in 
> work marks Brace's character, he thanked his foster- 
6r his aid. " It likes you to say so," answered hit 

** but you yourself slew four of the fivc."^ " True,** 
Ling, ^ but only because I had better opportunity than 
ey were not apprehensive of me when they saw me 
r three, so I bad a moment's time to «^Vu\^ vy*te?s 
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•id, and to rttvn eqiiaUy unexpectedly upon mj ofWB of^ 
nents.** 

In the meanwhile Lam's par^ iqyproadied tupldly, and tbc 
Ung and liis fi»ter-brotlier betook themselves to a nelghboir- 
ing wood. Here they sat down, for Druce was exfaausied by 
flitigue, until the cry of the slough-honnd came so near, tlitl 
his foflter4)rother oitreated Bruce to provide for his saftty tj 
recreatinf iarther. ** I liave heaid,** answered tlie king, •* thai 
whoaoerer will wade a bow-shot length down a raniditg 
stream, shall make the slough-hound lose seent — Let us trj 
the experiment, for were yon devilish hound silenced, I shooU 
care little for the rest." 

Lorn in the meanwhile advanced, and found the bodies d 
his slain vassals, over whom he made his moan, and threalened 
the most deadly vengeance. Then he followed the hound tt 
the side of the brook down which the king had vraded a gieal 
way. Here the hound was at fQult, and Jolm of Lora, afta 
long attempting in vain to recover Bruce's trace, relinqaishel 
the pursuit 

** Others,'* sa^ Barbour, ** affirm, that upon thb oecadoB dtf 
king's life was saved by an excellent archer who aeeorapanled 
him, and who perceiving they would be finally taken by mem 
of the bloodhound, hid himself in a fliicket, and shot him wM 
an arrow. In which way," adds the metrical biographer, "M 
escape happened I am uncertain, but at tfaait brook tib^ Ut^ 
edcaped from his pursuers." 

<* When the chasers rallied were. 
And John of Lome had met them there^ 
He told Sir Aymer all the case, 
How that the king escaped was. 
And how that he his five men slew. 
And syne to the wood him drew. 
When Sir Aymer heard this, in haste, 
lie sained him for the wonder: 
And said, ^ He Vi ctevftj to ^icVw \ 
f o( I know none \\»1 Yii\»(\& ^ 
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That at miflcbtefeaB htip him jlr: 
I trow he sbaukl be faardto ak^, 
And he were bodjm* evenly.' 
And on this wise spalce Sir Ajmery.** 

Barbowr'* Bruee^p, 188. 

Tlie English liistorians agree with Barbour as to the mode in 
which tiie English fmrsued Bruce and his followers, and the 
dexterity with which ha eVaded them. The following is the 
teftimony of Harding, a great enemy to the Scottish nation : 

" Tlie King Edward wMi host hym sought full-sore, 
Bat ajre he lied into woodes and strayte forest, 
And slew liis men at staytes and dangers those. 
And at marreys and mires was ay full prest 
Eni^hniento kyll witlmut any rest; 
In the moontaynes and cragges he slew ay where, 
And in the nyght his foes he frayed full sore. 

The King Edward with homes and houndes him sooghc, 
With men on fete, through marris, mosse, and myre, 
T hr owtf i wodes also, and mountains (wher thei fought;) 
And eaer the King Edward hight men great hyre, 
Bym tat to take and by mygbt conquere } 
^,' But thei myght hym not gette by force ne by train, 

':''■' He satte tiy the fyre when thei were in theiain. 

•* Hardyng^s Chromdey p, SOS, 4. 

Peter Langtofl has also a passage concerning the extremities 
to which ELing Robert was reduced, which he entitles 

De S^hcrto Brua etfuga circum circa Jit. 
<* And well I understood that the King Rebyn 
Has drunkeB of that blood the drinli of Dan Waiyn. 



tmm-^-^rt^» 
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nm Waryn he Im towM tint he held, 
With be made a «M, wad ndabefying of fldwM. 
Sithen into the forest he^fede naked and wode. 
Also a wild beast, eat of the gnos that stood. 
Thus Ban Waiyn in his book men read, 
Ood give tlie lUng Robyn, tluit all his kind so speeds 
8ir Robynet the Bros he durst none aMde, 
TlMt thry made him restos, liath In moor and wooJMdfV 
To nrhlle lie made his traia, and did umwhlle oatrnge." 
'Ftter Langtnffit ChnnicU^ vel, -tLf, SSB, 
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Motel. 
VoTf glad oftack'fretexkfor tpoiXy 
A'fvrtAt MMrn «w» Cormoo DfM^~-%L IV. pk 6T. 
J^Mrt of fsnoHS- coraraoB in the isles, as may bt easily h^ 
ered, untii the introduction of civil ix»lit3r. Witness the 
mm of the Isies' aeeoont of Rom^. <* At the north aad of 
■anaj, be half myle of sea frae it, layes ane lie calBt Ronay, 
i«lr dieB a myle in lengthe, foU of wood and heddlr, with ane 
■Tin fiir heUand galeys in tte middis of it, and the same ha?lB 
>-g«ki for fosterinf^ of- theives, mggairsi and rrivairs, till a 
ill, vpoa the peiUing and spulseini: of poor pepUI. This ile 
erteins to MKSUljnchallan of Raarsay by force, and to the bk 
hope of the iles by heritage.**— tSir JHnalA JVMroV Detcrip^ 
•» aftki Western Mundi of Scotland^ EdmhwrgA, 1805, j». 21 



NotelT. 
*^Jltu ! dam ymUhj the wJ^appy time^ 
Jmtmtr^dtht Bnut, **miut htar the crime, 

iSVeee, guiltier /hr them ffoUf 
S*en P^'-idK ptaued ', far FtdkhVt xooea 
Upon kit CMMstottf emU areecw— 9t VIL pt Th 

followed the nUgar and inaccnx«^Xx«)8&SC»sraL^^Qmi^ 



race fought ugtdmt H^allace, end the anuj ^^c5:9SguGi^^ 



I 
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the Iktal battle of VUkirk. The stoiy, whkh leemi to 
better authority than that of Blind Hany, bean, that 
made mnch aiangfator during the eagagemeat, he tat c 
dine with the conqneron without washing the iUhy 
Ikom his handi. 

Fasting he wa8,ai^ had been in great need, 
BhMded were an his weapons and his weed J 
fiontheron lords soom'd him in terms mdOi 
And said, Bdiold yon Scot eats his own blood. 

Then med he sore, for reason bad be known. 
That blood and land alike should be his own; 
With them he long was, ere he got away. 
But contrair Soots, he fought not from that daj. 

Tha aceoimt given by most of our historiana, of the ci 
lion between Bruce and Waliaee aver the Oairoa ] 
e^aaUy ^locryphaL 

There is full evidence that Bruce was not at that 
the Bngliah side, nor {M-esent at the battle of FalkiiiL} i 
be acted as a guardian of Scotland, along with John 
in flie name <^ Baliol, and in opposition to the EnglJ 
was the grandson of the competitor, with iriMMn ha I 
sometimes confounded. Lord Hailes has well descril 
in some degree ^wlo^zed for, the eariier part of his U 

*IIis grand&ther, the competitor, had patientfy aa 
la the award of Edward. His father yielding to th 
had served under the English banners. But young Bi 
more ambition, and a more restless spirit. In his earii 
he acted upon no regular plan. By turns the partlsai 
ward, and the vicegerent of Baliol, he seems to have f 
or stifled his (Hretensions to the crown. But his dian 
veloped itsdf by degrees, and in maturer agia iMca 
and cottsifint"— if ttna2» of S'osCteiui, p. 290^ fmmrim^ 
1776, • 



Note lU. 
TJkM era lie tavoffl «riMI» tibaf fi« 
JTm^A ^Anit/bMriUtf eni4I)iiiui9e^^t XL pu 74. 
Tte extnuMdiiMurjr ptece of soenory whidi I faava here st. 
ii 1 >te d to detGiibe, ia, I think, unparalleled 1» any pert of 
Sentleml, at leeit in any wlileh I have happened to visit It 
Hei juat upon the fhntier of the Laird of Mao-Leod*8 goui- 
lry,wliidiiB tfiereoboBts divided firom tlieettateof Mr.Haee»* 
lirter of Strath-Aird, called Strathnardill by the Deaa of the 
Idee. Tlie following' acoo«nt<tf it is extracted from a joamal 
kept during a tour through dw Scottish islands : — 

**11i0 weslem cooet of Sliye Is Uglily roaiantic, and at the 
MUDe time diaplayi a rlohness of Tegetation in the lower 
gNonds to vUeh we have liitherto been strangers. We past* 
«d thrae «lt-water loohs, or deep embayroents, caUed Lodi 

Braeadale, Loch Einort, aod Loch , and atraut 11 o'eloch 

opened Loch Slavlg. We were now under the western terml- 
«BlloB of the high ridge of mountains called Coillen, or Quillio, 
m OaoUa, whose weather-beaten and serrated peaks we had 
■ idM lrad ala distanifr from Dnnv^gan. They sunk here iqxNi 
Ika Mil bat with the same bold and peremptory aspect wUdh 
iWv dbtaat appearance indicated. 
oThaj a|ipeared to eonalal of preciiMtous sheets of naked 
dowB whieh the torrmts were leaping in a hundred 
oiUmm. The %o^ of the ridge, apparently inacceisible 
la haoni foot, were rent and split into the most tremendous 
Towards the baee of these bare and precipitous 
die ground, enridied by the soil washed down fmm 
k comparatiTely verdant and productive. Where we 
within the small isle of Soa, we entered Loch Slavig, 
*1km sbooider of one of these grisly mountains, and ob- 
ttat the opposite side of the loch was of a milder cha- 
the aouBtsias being softeabd down into steep green 
Fmm tfee bottom of the bay advanced a headkuiA 
, roflke> whieh divUed Its depth into two reeesses, fhMi 
«agh iff wldeh a brook issued. Here it had \teea \\i^vA\«^ >» 
m 99 wMBJtf iSad aoine nomantie sconery , ^mi\vi« "^'^c^ >K»tC«(^ 
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tain op wl^teh inlet we ihoald proceed in 
chote, an^inst our better Jadfrnent, the i 
tey, iriwre we saw ahouse which mlg^aH 
We firand, upon inquiry, that there it a lah 
braaeh of the bay, and walked a couple ol 
near the farm-houfe, mevriy because the 
Mtmed Jealoni of the honour of hii own lo 
speedily oouTinced it was not that which wa 
ed to eanine. It had no particular merit 
neighbourhood to a very high cliff or pn 
othemdM the sheet of water liad notliing 
ordinary low-country hJte. We returned 
our boat, for our guide shooli his head at oi 
orer the peninsula, or rocky head-land wfa 
lakes. In rowing round the head-land, ^ 
the infinite number of seafowl, then bw 
shoal of fiilu 

" Arrived at the depth of the bay, w< 
charge from this second lake forms a so 
ther a rapid stream, which I'ushes dowr 
fnry and precipitaiion. Round this 
hundreds of trouts and salmon, strugg 
fresh water : with a net we might hav 
a haul ; and a sailor, with no lietter thi 
a dish of trouts during our absence, 
dling and riotous brook, we found o 
ordinary scene j we lost sight of th« 
after we had climbed over a low rid/ 
rounded by mountains of naked roc 
predpitooii cliaracter. The ground 
the marginof a lake, which seemed 
■tant ravage of torrents from the 
shores consisted of huge strata c 
there intermixed with bogs, and Iv 
ifl the empty water-courses. Vf 
aone, and the mountains row i 
««ter-edge, that Borrowdale, 
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them. Weproc^Med amOe and a half np this deep,dai^ and 
Mriltary lake, which was about two miles long, half a mile 
bnad, and is, as we learned, of extrone depth. The murky 
f^wors which enveloped the mountain ridges, obUfed ns bf 
aMuming a thousand varied shapes, changing their drapery 
into all sort of fdxrms, and sometimes clearing off all together* 
It is true, the mist made us pay the penalty by some heavy and 
downright showers, firom the frequency of which, a High- 
land boy, whom we brought fix»m the farm, told usy the lake 
was popularly called the Water-kettle. The proper name is 
Loch COTTiskin, fh>m die deep corrie, or hollow, ia the moun- 
tains of Guillin, which affords the basin for this wonderful 
riieet of water. It is as exquisite a savage scene as Loch Ka- 
trine is a scene of romantic beauty. After having penetrated 
so far as dbtinctly to observe the termination of the lake, un- 
der an immense precipice, which rises abruptly from the wa- 
ter, we returned and often stopped to admire the ravages 
which storms must have made in these recesses, when all hu- 
man witnesses were driven to places of more shelter and se- 
curity. Stones, or rather large masses and fragments of rocki 
of a composite kind, perfectly different from the strata of the 
lake, weie scattered upon the bare rocky beach in the strangest 
and most precarious situations, as if abandoned by the torrent! 
which had borne them dowD from above. Some lay loose and 
tottering upon the ledges of the natural rock, with so little se- 
curity, that the slightest push moved them, though their weight 
might exceed many tons. These detached rocks, or stones, 
were chiefly what is called plumb-pudding stones. The bare 
rocks, which formed the shore of the lake, were a species of 
granite. The opposite side of the lake seemed quite pathless 
and inaccessible, as a huge mountain, one of the detached 
ridges of the Cnillin hills, sinks in a profound and perpendi- 
cular precipice down to the watar. On the ledt-hand side, 
which we traversed, rose a higlier and equally inaccessible 
mountain, the top of which strongly resembled the shivered 
crater of an exhausted volcano. I never saw a s^t iu «hic^ 
fJwsiv was leas appearance of vegetaVVon ot %tcs ^i^^^* '^^^ ^^^ 
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vested ob ooUubc^ but bamn and naked cragi, and the rad» 
•n which we walked by th» aide of the kich, wen as baie as 
the paTementB of Oheapalde. There are one or two saaaB 
Islets in tb» lodi, which seem to bear jon^wr, or some suck 
low bushy shruliL Upon the whole, though I haTO seen maajr 
scenes of mora extenslTO desolation, I aerer witnessed any 
in which it pressed more de^y upon the eye and the heaiti 
than at Loch Corisken} at the same time that its grandeur 
•levated and redeemed it from the wild and drsaiy charaftrr 
•f utter barrenness." 

Note IV. 

JIfen tuere tkej/ aU ^evU euen, 

Dinmrlooked^ wvuiUinq to ht mciu— St. XIX. pi. 80. 
. The story of Bmce's meeting the banditti is copied, with stick 
alterations as the fictitious narrative rendered necessary, fmn 
a striking incident in the monarch's history, told by Barbour, 
and wliich I will give in the words of the liero's biographer, 
only modernizing the orthography. It is the sequel to the adr 
venture of the bloodhound, narrated in Note XIX. upon Ganle 
II. It will he remembered that the narrative broke off, leav- 
ing the Bruce escaped from his pursuers, but worn out with 
ftligue, and having no other attendant but his foster-brother. 

And the good king held Ibrth his way. 
Betwixt him and his man, while they 
Passed out through tlie forest were } 
Syne in the moor they entered there. 
It was both high, and long, and broad-j 
And or they half it passed had, 
Tbey saw on side three men coming. 
Like to light men, and wavering. 
Swords they had, and axes also ; 
And one of them, apon his hals* 
A mekiil bounden weather bore. 
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Th* meek die Ui^, and iMbed* him dMfc 

And the king tbem tbeir faekinir yaald ^ 

And aiked whether tib^ would f 

They mid, Eoiiert the Braee they wmghtj 

For meet with him giffthat they miglit, 

Their dueUinff with him wo«ki they aA*4: 

The king mki, ^'Giff that ye will see. 

"BxM Aolfa yoiv way with me, 

And I ihall make yoa mod him eee." 

They perorived, by liis spealdng, 

That he was the self-mme Robert Eing. 

And changed coantenance, and lale^ 

And held nought in the first state. 

For they wa« foes to the Idng, 

And thouf^t to come into skulldng; 

And dwell with hiin, white tliat they mw 

Their point, and bring him thereof dawtll 

They granted till his speech forthy,ir 

Bat the king, that was witty, 

PerceiTed well, by there having. 

That they loved him nothing. 

And said, "■ Fellows yoa must all three, 

Farther acquaint till that we be, 

JUl he your sriven ftvth go. 

And on the mme wish we two, 

Shall follow behind, w^ near.** 

Quoth they, *« Sir it li no mister^ 

To trow in us any UL" 

« None do I," saki he ; « bat I wiU 

That ye go forth thus, white we 

Better with other knowen lie." 



* Saluted. t Returned their salote. t^ake. §Ges- 
tMre cr manner. fl Kill bin. ^ Therefore. ** There 
ii no need. 
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AhI la dsTdnn b«<TH» 
Tkc klBg, timl iD Bii -tr ni ll rt l i 
Saw ihu Um wanl]^ titer ■x' 
Tin hii tOitji-braaKr he nji, 
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^^ KiQr I tnut in thfle, me «» wake. 

Till I a Uttle alMpingr «Bk0 ^ 

« Ta, sir,»te mid, « liH I any Htm.''* 

Tlie king tiMO wiakfld* little waj, 

And deeped aot fidi e tiielf ; 

BntglaneedvpoftMiildeBij, j 

For he had dnadoTthne three no^ : 

That at the t*cilhir i re were then. 

That they his feet were he wyit; 

Therefore he deeped, as fairil on twiitt 

The Ung aleeped bat a little than. 

When sic sle^ fell on his nan, j 

That he might aot hold op hta ejre. 

But fell in deep and mated high. ^ 

Now is the king in great perllle; 

For deep lie so a little while, . 

He shall be dead, foroaten dreid, 

For the three traitors took good heed, . 

That he on sleep was, and his nuw : i 

In foil great haste they raise np than. 

And drew their swerds hastily; 

And went towards the king in by. 

When that they saw him sleep soa, 

And dee|ring thoaglit they wonld him day. 

Tlie king npbUnked hastify, 

And isw his amn s le epin g him by. 

And saw eoming the Mother three. 

Qoiekly on foot got he; 

And drew his sword oat, and thean mef^ 

And as be w«nt Us foot he set 

Vpan MBtaam well heaTlly. 

He wakened, and rose dixzely, 

For the sleep mastered him so. 

That or he got op aae of tho 
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whidi, written ander the feellii^ of the moment, if llk^ to 
be more accurate than any attempt to recollect the impretiiouB 
then received. 

** The firrt entrance to this celebrated care is rude and un- 
promising; bat the lig^ht of the torches with which we were 
prorided, was soon reflected firom the roof, floor, and walls, 
which seem as if thej were riieeted with marble, partly smooth, 
partly rough with frost-work and rustic ornaments, and partly 
seemingf to be wrought into statuary. The floor forms a steep 
and difficult ascent, and might be foncifully compared to a 
sheet of water, which, while it rushed wliitening and foaming 
down a declivity, had boen suddenly arrested and consolidated 
by the spell of an enchanter. Upon attaining ^e summit of 
this ascent, tlie cave opens into a splendid gallery, adorned 
with the most dazzling aystallizations, and finally descends 
with rapidity to the brink of a pool, of the most limpid water, 
about four or five yards broad. There opens beyond this pool 
a portal arch, formed by two columns of white spar, with beau- 
tifttl eliasing upon the sides, which promises a continuation of 
the cave. One of our sailors swam across, for there is no other 
mode of passing, and informed us, (as indeed we partly saw by 
the light he carried,) that the enchantment of Maccalister's 
cave teiwiiiates with this jwrta], a littie beyond which there 
I only o rude cavern, speedily choked with stones and earthy 
I pool, on the brink of which we stood, surrounded hj 
iAadfal mouldings, in a substance resembling white 
id distlnguisbed by the depth and purity of its wn- 
tan, B^ht have been the bathing grotto of a naiad. Tho 
gra^i of combined figures projecting, or embossed, by which 
the pool Is surrounded, are exquisitely- elegant and foncifuL A 
•tatnaiy might catch beautiful hints from the singular and ro- 
mantic disposition of these stalactites. There is scarce a form, 
or group, on which active fancy may not trace figures or gro- 
tesqoo ornaments, which have been gradually moulded in 
this cavern by the dropping of the calcareous water hardening 
into petrtfactiojKi. Man/ of those fine etouv^ \xBn% \r»q> ^c^- 
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jored by the senselns rage of apprqpriatioa of recent tooristi, 
and the grotto has hMt, (I am informed,) through the smoke of 
torches, something of that vivid ailrer tint which was origintl- 
ly one of its chief distinctions. But enough of beauty remain* 
to compensate for all that may be lost" — Mr. Mac-Allister of 
Strathaird, has, with great propriety, built up the exterior en- 
trance to this cave, in order that strangers may enter properly 
attended by a guide, to prevent any- repetition of tht w«nton 
and selfish injury which this singalar scene has already lof- 
tained. 



NOTE 



f 



TO 
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Note I. 

Yet to no lente o/ selfish imrongs. 

Bear vntneu with nu Heaven^ hclongi 

My joy o^er EdwartPs hier. — St IV. p. 98. 
The generosity which does justice to the character of an 
demy, often marks Bruce's sentimentQ, as recorded by the 
lithfiil Barbour. He seldom mentions a fallen enemy without 
rising such good qualities as he might possess. I will only 
ike one instance. Shortly after Bruce landed in Carrick, in 
306, Sir Ingram Bell, the English governor of Ayr, engaged 
wealthy yeoman, who had bitherto been a follower of Brace, 
I aodertake the task of assassinating him. The king learned 
Us treachery, as he is said to have done other secrets of ibc 
oemy, by means of a female with whom he had an intrigue. 
hoctly after he was possessed of this information, Bruce, re- 
Mtlaf to a small thicket at a distance from his men, with only 
single pa^ to attend liiiu, met the traitor, accom]>anled by 
HTo of his sons. They approached him with their wonted fa- 
liliarity, but Bruce, taking his page's bow and arrow, com- 
lanUcd them to keep at a diiitance. As they still pressed for- 
ward with professions of zeal for his person and service, he, af- 
n- a second warning, shot the father with the arrow^ asvd ^m^ 
og asguulted iuccessir«ly by the two vntf^ ^««^a\.^«^%s^ 
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one, wbo ma umed with an axe, then as the other eharfBd 

him with a spear, avoided the thmst, stmck the head from Aft 

spear, and cleft the dndl <^ the assassin with a blow of Ustwo- 

handedswnrd. 

I 

<< He mshed down of blood all red. 
And when the Ung saw they were &aA, 
AU three lying, he wiped his brand. 
With that his boy come fiat ranningf, 
And said * Our lord mig^ht lowyt* be, 

* That granteth you might and powestet 
< To fell the fellony and the pride, 

* Of three in so little tide.» 

The king ssdd, < So our Lord me see, 
' They had been worthy men all thxe^ 

* Had they not been full of treason ; 
*" But that made their confusion.* ** 

BarhourU Bruce, Book V. p. ISS. 

Noten. 

Such hate was his on Solwa^t strandj 

When Tjcngeance denied his pained hand. 

That pointed yet to Scotland:'s land^—SL IV. p. ML 

To establish his dominion in Scotland had been a favoorite 

ot^ject of Edward's ambition, and nothing could exceed the 

pertinacity with which he pursued it, unless his Inveterate rt- 

fentment against the insurgents, who so frequently bndw the 

English yoke when he deemed it the most firmly riveted* A^ 

ter the battles of Falkirk and Methven, and the dreadfU COMB- 

ples which he had made of Wallace and other- chanqilMM of 

national f 'T)endence, he probably concluded everfr chance of 

insurrecif ."as completely annihilated. This was In 1908; 

when Bf .^c, as we have seen, was utteiiy expelled from Seol- 

land. Yet, in the condorion of the same year, Bruce wtf 



* laodecl. ' \ "^w^t. 
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tplD in arms and formidable*, and in 1307, Kdward, tboufrh 
ixhaosted bjr a kin^ and wasting malady, put liimisclf at the 
aead of the army destined to destroy him utterly. This was, 
wrhaps, partly in consetiuencc of a vow \\liich he had taken 
jpon him, with all the pomp of chi\alr>'. u|K)n tlio day in 
K'hich he duhl>ed bis son a kni{^ht, for which .<oe a subsequent 
aote. Bat even liis spirit of vrrgeancu was unable to rextorc 
ais exhausted strength. He reaoh<>d Bur^h-upon-Sands. a 
petty village of Cumberland, on tlie shores of the Solway 
Firth, and there, on the 6lh July, lliOT, expired in sight of the 
detested and devoted country of Scotland. His dying injunc- 
tions to his son required him to continue the Scottish war, and 
never to recall Gaveston. Edwanl II. disobeyed both charge*. 
Tet more to mark his animosity, the dying monarch onlered 
bis hones to be carrie4l with the invading army. Froifsmrt, 
who proliably had the authority of eyc-wiiiie>i8cs, has given us 
the following account of this remarkable charge : 

<* In the said forest, The old King Robert of Scotland dyd 
kepe hymselfe, whan Kyng Edward the Fyrst conquere<l nygh 
■U Scotland : for he was so often chase<l, tbat none durst luge 
him in rafttell, nor fortrcMe, for feare of the $ayd kyng. 

** And ever whan the king was returned into Ingland, than 
he wouhl gather together aga^-n his poojjle, and conquere 
lownes, castells, and fortresses, iuste to Ucrw ick, some by liat- 
lle, and some by fair s))eech and love : an<l when the raid King 
Edward heard thereof, than would he a^^mble liis power, 
and wyn the realme of Scotland again; tlius the charce went 
betireen the«{e two forsaid kings. It was shewed me, how that 
thk King Kobcit wan aud lost his realme V. times. So this 
contfMMd till the said King Edward died at Berwick: and 
when he saw tbat he should die, he called liefore him his 
eldeKt s€mf who was King after him, and thei-e, before all the 
barones, he cause<l liim to swear, that as lioun as be wore dead, 
that he should take his body, and boyle it in a cauldnm,till 
the flesh dep.trted clean from the bones, and than to bury the 
flesh, and keep still the bones *, and that as ofUin && thft, ^^jiMuk 
ihouJd reheJl against him, Vie «\m>\)\^ «AStt,'a!^^& "^^ \«>ais^ 
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against them, and cary with him the bones of his fkther; 
he believed verily, that if they had his bones with them, i 
the Scotts should never attain any victory against them. ' 
which thitag was not accomplished, for when the king d 
his son carried him to London." — Bemen' Froii$ari*t Chnm 
London^ 1812, pp. 39, 40. 

Edward's commands were not obeyed, for be waf inter 
in Westminster-Abbey, with the appropriate inscrl|ili(m 
** EdoMtrdui primus^ Scotontm malleutf hie est. Pactum Sen 
Tet some steps seem to have l>een talten towards rendenag 
body capable of occasional transportation, for it was c«qaisil 
enbalroed, as was ascertained when his tomb was ope 
some years ago. Edward n. judged wisely in not icany 
the dead body of his father into Scotland, since he would 
obey his living councils. 

It ought to be observed, that though the order of the ii 
dents is reversed in the poem, yet, in point of hirtorlcal ae 
racy. Brace had landed in Scotland and olrtained Bome i 
cesses of consequence, before the death of Edward L 



Notelll. 

'Canna't f otcer, that^ sieep and gray^ 



Like falcon-nest o*trhangs the hay. — St VIIL p. 102. 
The little island of Canna, or Gannay, ai^oins to those 
Rum and Muick, with which it forms one perish. In a pn 
bay opening towards the east, there is a lof^ and slenderro 
detached from the shore. Upon the summit are the ruins of a v< 
small tower, scarcely accessible by a steep and precipitotts pt 
Here it is said one of the kings, or Lords of the Isles, eonfii 
e beautiful lady, of whom he was jealous. The rvim en 
course haunted by her restless spirit, and oiany romantk i 
ries are told by the aged iieople of the island, concerning 1 
fate in life, and her appeuruuces after deatfu 
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Note IV. 
JML JZontn't immnlatnf inrk kmve $tnt 

Their kunten to the shortest. IX. p. 103. 

Ronia (populariy called Ram, a name which a poet may be 
IMnkmed for aToidlng if possible) is a very rough and rooun- 
tainoos island, ac^facent to those of Eitrgr and Cannay. There 
li almost no arable ground upon it, so that, except in the (denty 
of tte doer, which of course are now nearly extirpated, it still 
denrves the description liestowcd by the archdean of the Isles. 

* Ronin, sixteen myle north-wast from the ile of Coll, lyes 
■ae ile callit Ronin He, of sixteen myle lang, and six in bredthe 
Ib the narrowest, ane forest of heigh mountains, and abon* 
dtace of little deire In it, quhilk dcir will never be slane 
dounewlth, but the principal saittis man be in the height of 
tte hill, because the deir will be callit upwart ay be the tain- 
chdl, or withoat tynchd they will pass upwart poforce. In 
this ile will be gotten about Britane als many wild nests upon 
the ptene more as men pleasis to gadder, and yet by r^son the 
fowls hes few to start them except deir. This iyle lyes firom 
the west to the eist in lenth, and pertains to M'Kenabrey of 
Colla. Many Solan geese are in this ile."— JtfonroV Denrip' 
tion •ftht Western Idee^ p. 18. 

Note V. 

0» Seoereigg next a roaming light 

Summoned her warrion to thejight ; 

A moNCTOM race, ere atem Madcod 

iymr their bleak shores in vengeance strode.— ^t, IX. p. 104. 
TtaM, and the following lines of the stanza, refer to a drcad- 
frf tale of firadal vengeance, of which unfortunately there are 
rellquea that still attest the truth. 8coor-Eigg is a high peali 
In die eentre of the small isle of Eigg, or Egg. It is well known 
to mineralogists, as affording many interesting specimens, and 
to others whom chance or curiosity may lead to the island, for 
the astonishing view of the main-land and neighboiuing isles, 
which it commands. I will again avail myKlt'of the jquhmL 
I havff pooled 
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*< 2iBth AuzuBty 1814. — At seTen this morning we wera in Ihc 
sound which divides the isle of Hum from tliat of Egg. The 
latter, although hilly and rocky, and traversed by a remarita- 
bly high and barren ridge, called Scoor-Rigrg, has, in point of 
soil, a much more promising appearance. Southward of both, 
lies the Isle of Muich, or Mucl(, a low and fertile island, aad 
though the least, yet probably the most valuable of the thi«e» 
We manned the boU, and rowed along the sfacnie of Egg ia 
quest of a cavern, which had l>een the memorable scene of a 
horrid feudal vongpeance. We had rounded more than half 
the island, admiring the entrance of many a bold natural cave, 
which its rocks exhibited, without finding tliat which we 
sought, until we procured a guide. Nor, indeed, was it sur^ 
prising tliat it should have escaped the search of strangers, as 
there are uo outward indications mure than might distingoisli 
the enti-ance of a fox-earth. This noted cave has a very nai^ 
row o>)ening, through which one can hardly creep on hii 
knees and hands. It rises steep and lofty within, and nus 
into the bowels of the rock to the depth of 256 measure^ f<Bet; 
the height at the entrance may be about three feet, but rises 
within to eighteen or twenty, and the breadth may vary in the 
same proportion. The rude and stony bottom of this cave is 
stnrwed with the bones of men, women, nnd children, the sad 
rclifiued of the ancient inhabitants of the island, 200 in mun- 
t)er, who were slain on the followinEf occasion: — ^The Mae>Do- 
nalds of the Isle of Egg, a people dependent on Clan-Ronald, 
had done some injury to the Laird of Macleod. The tradition 
of the isle says, that it was by a personal attack on the chief- 
tain, in which his Imck was broken. Hut that of the other isies 
bcnrs, more pi-oliably, that the injury was oflered to two or 
three of the Mac-Leods, who, landing upon Eigg, and using 
some freedom with the young women, were seised by tht 
islanders, bound hand and toot, and turned adrift in a boat, 
wliich the winds and waves safely conducte<l to Skye. To 
aveni^e tlieolTence given, Mac-Leod sailed with such a bmly of 
men, as rendered resistance hopeless. The natives, tearing 
biJt vengeance, concealed l\iemseV««& 'vaVs^ cvc^tg^^iuL^ after 
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a strict •earch, the Mac-Leods went on board their galleyi 
after doing wliat mischief tliey could, concluding tiie inhabi« 
tantf liad left the isle, and betaken themselves to the Lung- 
Maud, or some of Olan-Ronald^s otiier possessions. But next 
morning they esji^ed from the vessels a man upon the island, 
and immediately landing again, they traced his retreat by the 
marks of liis footsteps, a light snow being unhappily on tha 
pronnd. Mac-Leod then surrounded the cavern, summoned 
Ifae subterranean garrison, and demanded that the ipdividuals 
wlio had offended liim should be delivered up to liim. This 
was peremptorily refused. The chieftain then caused his peo- 
ple to divert tlie course of a rill of water, which, falling over 
the entrance of the cave, would have prevented his purposed 
vengeance. Hi" then kindled at the entrance of the cavern a 
huge fire, composed of turf and fern, and maintained it with 
■nrelenting aniduity^, until all within were destroyed by suf- 
lieation. The date of this dreadful deed must have been re* 
eent. If one can Judge from the fresh appearance of those re- 
liqaes. I brought off, in spite of the prejudice of our sailors, 
a skull from among the numerous specimens of mortality 
wUch the cavern afibrded. Before iv^mbarking we visited 
another cave, opening to the sea, but of a cbarader entirely 
different, being a large open vault as high as that of a cathe- 
dral, and running back a great way into the rock at the same 
height. The height and width of the opening gives ample 
hffint to the whole. Here, after 1745, when the catholic priests 
w«re scarcely tolerated, the priest of Eigg used to perform the 
Roman catholic service, most of the islanders being of that 
persoBsion. A huge ledge of rocks rising about half way up 
one side of the vault, served for altar and pulpit, and the ap- 
ptaiance of a priest and Highland congregation in such an 
eztraoidloary place oi worship, might have engaged the pencil 
•fSalvator." 

Note VL 
■ ■ t he group ofitlttt gay 

That guard famed Siaffa routid^-^X.Tw.'^.V^A. 
Ik woakL he unpanlooable to detain Ihe t««AfiS ^Kystt.^'««»B' 
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der so often described, and yet so incapable of being under 
stood by description. This palace of Neptune is eren grand- 
er upon a second than the first view^the stupendous colomoi 
^'liich form the sides of the cave, the depA and strength of tlM | 
tide which rolls its deep aud heavy swell up to the extrani^ 
of the vault— 4fae variety of tints formed by white, crimson, 
and yellow stalactites, or petrifactions, which occupy the va- 
cancies between the base of the broken pillars which form the 
roof, and intersect them with a rich, curious, and variegated 
chasing, occupying each interstice — the corresponding varieQr 
below water, where the ocean rolls over a dark-red or violet- 
coloured rockf from which, as from a base, the basaltic colomai 
arise — the tremendous noise of the swelling tide, minglii^ i 



with the dcep>toncd echoes of the vault, — are circumstances 
elsewhere unparalleled. 

Nothing can be more interesting than the varied aj^icar* .} 
ance of the Utile archipelago of islets, of which Stafia is tht ^ 
roost remarkable. This group, called in Gaelic Treshamisk, ' 
affords a thousand varied views to the voyager, as they ai^iear 
in different positions with reference to his course. The va- 
riety of their shape contributes much to the beauty of these 
eflects. 

Note Vn. 
Scenes aung by him who singt no more /—St. XI. p. 106. 

The ballad, entitled "Macphail of Colonsay, and the Iler- 
roaid of Corrievrekin," was composed by John Leyden, from a 
tradition which he found while making a tour tiirough the 
Hebrides about 1801, soon before liis fatal departure forlttdiS) 
where, after having made farther progress in oriental litexa- 
ture than any man of letters who had embraced these studies, 
he died a martyr to his zeal for know ledge, in the ishuid of 
Java, immediately after the landing of our forces near Batavia, 
in September^ l&ll. 

"Note Wit. 

Up Tarhat^s western lalce tKe>j^oTe, 

Tie pe»i»sula of Cam»e « J"^^*^^^,,^ «.^ «««, 
^ery narrow istUinas, formeA A>:, ^He"* 
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imt These two nlt-water lakes, ur bays, encroach so 
ran the land, and the extremities come m near to each 
that there is not above a mile of land to divide then. 
Is not long," says Pennant, ** since vesels of nine or ten 
rere drawn by horses oat of the west loch Into that of the 

avoid the dangers of the Mull of Gantyre, so dreaded 

• little known was the navigation round that promontory. 
;be opinion of many, that these little Isthnnises, so fh^ 
ly styled Tarbat in North Britain, took their name from 
K>ve circumstance*, Tarruing, signifying to draw, and 
a boat This too might be called, t)y way of pre-erol-> 
, the Tarbat, from a very singular circumstance related 
rfocus. When Magnus, the bare-footed King of Norway, 
ed from Donald-bane of Scotland the cession of the 
m isles, or all those places that could be surrounded in a 
le added to them the peninsula of Cantjrre by this fraud : 
ced himself in the stem of a boat, held the rudder, wan 

1 over this narrow track, and by this speoies of navlga- 
^rested the countiy from his brother monarch.'*— Ptn- 
Scotland^ London^ 1700, p. 190. 

that Bruce also made this passage, although at a period 

* three years later than in the poem, appears from the 
ice of Barbour, who mentions also the effect produced 
he minds of the highlanders, from the prophecies cur- 
mongst them. 

" But to King Robert will we gang. 
That we have left unspoken of lang. 
When he had convoyed to the sea 
His brother Edward, and his menyie, 
And other men of great noblay, 
To Tarbart they held their way, 
In galleys ordained for their fare, 
But them worth* draw their ships there 
And a mile was betwixt the seas, 
But that was lompnytf all with trees. 



Vere obliged to. \ Sup\K)«eCL *Tatoa\^*AL. 
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The kingf his ships these gert^ draw 
And for the wind coutht stmiUy blaw 
Upon their back, as they would ga, 
■ He gert men ropsand masts ta, 
And Kt them in the ships hig^, 
And sails to the tops tye ; 
And gert men gang thereby drawing. 
Hie wind them help'd that was blowing, 
So that, in little space, 
Their fleet all over drawn was. 

And when they that in the isles wfere, 
Heard tell how the king had there, 
<laitt his ships with sails go 
Out oTer betwixt Tarbat two, 
Thejp were abaysit§ so utterly. 
For they wist, through old proidiecy. 
That he that should gar|i ships so 
Betwixt the seas with sails go^ 
Should win the isles so tfll baad, / 
That none with streigdi ahoald idm withstand. 
Therefora they come all to fbt Ung. 
Was none withstood his bidding, 
Owtakynir Johne of Lome alane. 
But well soon after was he taen ; 
And present right to the king. 
And they there were of Ids leading, 
' Itett till the king had broken fay,** 
Were all dead, and destroyed away." 

Barhmir's Bmce, voL III. Book XF. fp. 14, 1& 



* Caused. t Could. % Cavfed. 

§ ConfbtEBded. fl Make. T Escaped. 

** Faith. 
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Note IX. 
The nm, trtyetkt tunk behind 
Ben-ghni, <* the MmmUun aftht Wind^ 
Gave his grim peak$ tt greeHmg kind, . 

And bade Loch-Ranza tmik^—St. XSH. p. 107. 
Loch Ranza is a beautiful bay, on the northern extremity of 
Arran, opening towards East Tarbat Loch. It is well described 
by Pennant. 

'*Thc approach was mognificent: a fine bay in front, about 
a mile deep; having a ruined caatle near the lower end, on a 
low far projecting neck of land, that forms another harbour, 
with a narrow passage j but within has three fathom of water, 
even at the lowest ebb. Beyond is a little plain watered by a 
stream, and inhabited by the peo^de of a small Tillage. The 
whole is environed with a theatre of mountains ; and in the 
back-ground the serrated crags of Griaimn-Atb(d soar above." 
—PennanVt Tour to the Western Isles, p, 191, 2. 

Ben-Giiaoil, "the monntain of the winds,* is g au en d ly 
^Bown by its English, and less poetical name, of Gtoatfield. 

Ench to LoiA^Ranzmft fiwfff n spring f 

That blast xoas mndedfty tAe King /—St XVIIL p. 112. 
The passage in Barbour, describing the landing of Bruce, 
and his being recognised 1^ Douglas and those of his follow- 
ers, wh(| had preceded him, by the snunil of his horn, is in the 
original singularly simple and affecting. — ^Tlie king arrived in 
Arran with tliirty-three small row-boats. He iaterrogated a 
female if there had arrived any warlike men of late in that 
country. ■ "• Surely, sir,'^ she replied, ^ I can tell 3'ou of many 
who lately came hither, discomfited the English governor, and 
blockaded hit castle of Brodick. They maintain themselves 
in a wood at no great distance." The king, truly conceiving 
that this must be Douglas and his followers, who had lately 
■et forth to try their fortune in Arran, desired the woman t« 
ooidttct liim to the wood. She obeyed. 

24 
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** The kin^ then blew his horn on hi^h : 
And gert his men that were biin by, 
Hold them still, and all priry ; 
And syne again his borne blew he. 
James of T^owglas heard him blow, 
And at the last alone gan know ; 
And said, * Soothly yon is Hie king ; 
I know lopg. while since his blowing.* 
The third time therewithal! he blew. 
And then Sir Robert Boid it knew ; 
And said,* Yon is the king but dread, 
Go we forth till him, better speed.* 
Then went they till the king in hye, 
And him inclined courteously. 
And bljthly welcomed them the king. 
And was joyful of their meeting. 
And klased them ; and speared* syne 
How they bad fared in hunting f 
And they him told all but lesing :f 
S\Tie laud they God of their meeting. 
Syne with the king till his harbooiye 
Went both joyful and Jolly." 

Barbour'tBru£e,BookJV.p. lld,l(^ 

Note XT. 

■ ■ his brother hfamed^ 



] 



Hut shartd the vxakntas^ while (uhamrdy 
frith koMffhty laitgh ki$ headht twned^ 
And dashtd tnoay the tear he aconied. — St. XX. p. 114. 
The kind, and yet fiery character of Kdward Brace, is well 
painted by Barbour, in the kecount of hli beliaviour alter the 
battle of Bannockburn. Sir Walter Ron, one of the very few 
Scottish nobles who fell in that battle, was so dearly bek>red 



* Asked. - t Without lyinff. 
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E^Knird, thru he wiibed the victory had been lost, so Kom 
aUved. 

Out-taken him, men has not seen 
Where he for any men made moaning. 

id here the venerable arch-deacon intimates a piece of scan- 
1. Sir Edward Bruce, it seems, loved lluai^ sister, per 
MMTf, to the neglect of his own lady, sister to David de 
rathbogie, Earl of Athole. This criminal passion had evil 
nsequences } for in resentment of the affront done to his sis- 
r, Athole attacked the guard which Bructt had left at Cam- 
iskenneth, during the battle of Bannockbum, to [MHJtect his 
Kgazine of profvisions, and slew Sir William Keith the com- 
ukder. For which treason he was forfeited. 
In like manner, when in a sally from Oarrick-fergus,-Nell 
leming, and the guards whom he commanded, had fallen, 
ter a protracted resistance, which saved the rest of Edward 
iice*s army, he made such moan as surprised his followers : 

** Sic moan he made men had ferly,* 

For he was not customably 

Wont for to moan men any thing, 

Kor would not hear men make moaning."— 

ich are the nice traits of character so often lo^ in general 
storj-. 

Note XII. 
Thou, keard'ti • vnxtckcd/emaU pltnn 
in ofony oftrmoail'pain. 
And tkim diitt Ud thy little hand 
Upon tk€ inMtenU ium and stand^St. XXVII. p. 120. 
This incident, which illustrates so happily tiie chlvahxMis 



* Wgnder. 
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iri^HroillX Df Brace's clunuUr, ii oM (Tthe nmn 



njwIltlDn which Bi 



er Edwud U Ih* IhroH of It 



TbereToR ibe nke* u «vll 
Tb* kiag Ktd, ' Orm.li 11 W' 
ThU Am In IhU point ItR lb 



^d sj^ne AiRh u bli wr7> ndc 
AjkI bow »lLE fivth Bhoukl cuTied bVt 
Or be faiih fiire,!! onUtnd be. 
Tbil wal a TnU frcAt ciHiTtcsf , 
Tbnl twilk ■ Ung uuL sa mj^blf , 



NOTES 



TO 



CANTO FIFTH. 



Note I. 
OV)- chaanu ke ptuMed^ where fractutts teide 
Craved wary eye, and ample stride^ — St VI. p. 132. 
The interior of the island of Arran aboumls with beautiful 
highland scenery. The hills, being very rocky and precipitou*, 
aflTord sorae cataracts of great hciglit, though of inconsiderable 
breadth. There is one pass ov»t the river Machrai, renovmed 
lor the dilemma of a poor woman, who, being lomptcfl liy the 
narrowness of the ravine to step across, succeeded in making 
the first movement, but took fright when it became necpssary 
to move the other foot, and reinained iu a posture equally lu- 
dicrous and dangerous, until some chance passenger assisted 
hor to extricate herself. It la said she remaiued there ft)r 
hours. 



Note IT. 
He craued his hrow bcsidt the stone. 
Where Dnddt crtt heard victinu groatu 
And a/ tk§ oairn* upon the wUd, 
O'er mitny a heathen hero piled. — St. VI. p. 132. 
The isle of Anan, like those of Man and Anglesea, abounds 
«v-ith many reliqiies of heathen, and probably druidlcal, super- 
stilion. There are high erect columns of unhewn ilone, the 
motft early of all nioauinents, the c\rc\e« oC tw^a s\«m:i^ c<aiVEir 
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HMDly entitled druidlcnl, and the cairoi, or seimlchnl pikf, 
within wliich are lUuaOj found urns enclosing ashes. Much 
doabC necessarily rests upon the history of fuch nwnuments, 
nor if it possible to consider them as exclusively Celtic, or 
druiiUcal. By much the fineit circles of standing stones, ex- 
cepting Stonehenge, are those of Stenhouw, or Stennii, in the 
island of Pomona, tlie principal isle of the Orcades. ThMe, of 
course, are neither Celtic nor druidical, and we are assured 
that many circles of the kind occur both in Sweden and Nf>^ 
way. 

Notem. 
Old Broditl^ gotkio ttm$n wtre teen. 
From Haatimtt, iat» iMr Eugluk Lord, 
Dmffiag had «e» thtwihy f As naord^—^U VI. p. IS?. 
Sradlek or Brathwick castle, in the Isle of Arran, is an an- 
elent fortress, near an open road-stead called Brodick bay, and 
not distant (ar from a tolerable harbour, closed in by the island 
of Lamlash. This important place had been assailed a shMt 
time before Bnice^sarrlval.in the island. James Lord Douglas, 
who accom])anied Bruce to his retreat in KacJirine, seems, in 
the spring of 1306, to hnve tired of LJs abode tliere, and set out 
accordingly, in the phrase of the times, to see what adventiue 
God would send him. Sir Robert Boyd accompanied him, and 
Lis knowledge of the localiiiet of Arran ap))car8 to have direct- 
ed his oovrse thither. Thej' landed in the island privately, and 
appear to have laid in ambush fur Sir John Hastings the En- 
glish gtevemor of Brodwick, and surprised a considerable sup- 
ply of arms and provisions, and nearly took the castle itself. 
Indeed, that they actually did so, has been generally averred 
by historian!*, although it does not appesur ihrni the narrative 
of Barbour. On the contrary, it would Mem that 4hey took 
shelter witliin a fortificadon of the ancient inliabitants, a ram- 
part called Turr nn SMan. When they were joined by Brace, 
it seems iwobable tlir.t they had gained Brodick, castle. At 
/east tradition says, ^al from the battlements of the tower lie 
snw the iupi^uod signal fire ouTMn^Mttrs-xinK^ 
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Tbe eastle is now mach racxlernized, bat has a dignified ap- 
Noranee, being sorreiUHled by flourislilDgplaiitationfl. 

Note IV. 
0/>f too, with Unncautowed unrtf 
A language much unmeet he Arflrr«w>-St. VII. p. 18S. 

Bartwor, with ^eat simplirity, givefl.au anecdote, from 
hich it woaI<l seem tliat ilie vice of profane swearing, aAer- 
arris too general among tl)c Scef tisli auition, wns, at this time, 
mfiiKd to military men. As Douglas, afler Drure's return 

Scotland, was roving alnnit tlie mountalnotis covntry of 
iveeddale, near the water of Line, he chanced to hear some 
n^ons in a farm house say ^^iAc iferA.* Concluding, from 
is hardy exprenion, that the house contBlned warlike guestR, 
! immediately assailed U, and had thegnod ibrtune to make 
fsonem Thomas Randolph, afterwards the lamons Eail of 
array, and Alexander Stuart, Lord Donkle. Doth were thea ' 
tbe English interest, and had come into that eountry with 
e purpose of driving out Douglas. Tbey afterwards ranked 
song Braced most zealous ieujherents. 

Note V. 
Far we / the ruddy signal made. 
That Clifford, with hit merry-men all. 
Guards carelessly our father*s hall. — St. IX. p. 1S5. 
rbe remarkable circumstanres by which Bruce was indiiced 
enter Scotland, under tbe false idea that a signal-fure was 
hted upon the shore near his maternal castle of Turobeny 
ibe disappointment which he met witli, and the train of soc- 
« which arose out of that disa])pointment| are too curious to 
paswd over onnotieed. The following is the narrative of 
rhom*. Tbe iutrodaetion is a fiivourablc specimen of his 
le, which seems to be in some degree the model of that of 
uaia Dooglasz-^ 
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Tor he Aunt tint do It away; 

And was also douluiuqf ajc 

Tbat his lonl sliould pa^s to sea, 

Therefnn* their coming waited he: 

And met them at their ariTing^. 

He was well soon broogiit to the king; 

That speared at hira bow he had done. 

And he with sore heart toid him soon, 

How tliat lie found none well loving 

But all were foes, that lie found. 

And that the Lord the Fersy, 

With near three hundi-ed in Gompujy 

Was In the castle there beflde, 

Fullfiled of dispite and pride. 

But more than two parts of bis rout 

Were harboured in the town wittioot} 

** And despite you more sir king, 

Than men may despite ony thing." 

Than said the kinf , in full great ire, f 

" Traitor, why made you Iks lire ?** 4 

<* A! sir," said he, " so God bm see! 

The fire was never made tiy me. 

Ifo, or tlie iii^rbt, I wist it not; 

But fra I wist it, well I thought 

That ye, and wholly your nienzie 

In hy ^ siiould put you to the feo* 

Fortli I come to mcrt you here, 

To U'll perils that may appear." ; . 

The king whs of his speech angry, 

And asked his prlye men, in hy,t ;l 

What at them thought was liest to do. H 

Bir Edward first answered thereto, , 

His brother that was so hardy, 

And said; " I say you sckyrly 



* Haste. \ liBXle. 
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There shall no peril, that may be 

Dme roe eftsoons* tu ihe see. 

Mine adventure here take will I, 

Wli«l»cr it Ue easeful or angry." 

** Brother,''^ he Kaid, **■ since you will sua, 

It is good that we «ame ta, 

IMkosc or ease, or pain or play. 

After as God will us purvay.t 

"And since men say that the Persy 

Mine heritage will occupy; 

And his menyie so near us lies, 

That us despites many ways; 

Oo we, and renge^ some of the dispite. 

And that may we have done as tite ;^ 

For they lie traistlyfil but dreading 

Of ut, or of our here coming. 

And thougli we sleeping slew them all, 

Reproof thereof no man shalL 

For warrior no force should ma, 

Whether he might ourcome his fa 

Through strength, or through subdli^; 

But that good faith ay holden be." 

Note VI. 
l^om tuik you whence that wondrous light ^ 
Who$e fairy glow htguttcd their sijht 7— 

It ne\r «ai Icnmon St XVII. p. 142. 

The following are the words of an ingenious correspondent, 
to whom I am obliged for much information respecting Turn' 
berry and Its neighbourhood. "The only tradition now re 
membered of the landing of Robert the Bruce In Carrick,n 
lates to the fire seen by him from the Isle of Arran. It is sti 
generally reported, and religiously believed by many, that tt 



* Soon after. \ rrepat*. X K^wi^t, ^ Snatched 
Trustily. 
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fire wa«i really the work of supernatural power, unauisted by 
tbc baiiii iifany mortal l>ein^; and it is baiil, tltat fur several 
centurit>s, tbe flnme rose yearly on the same hour of Uie same 
ni^ht uf the year, on wbirh the king^ first saw it from the tur- 
rets of Hrodick castle; and some go so far as to say, that if the 
exact time were known, it would be still seen. That tbii su- 
p'THtlrious noticHi is very nndenti is evident from tbe plar« 
HI here the fire is said to have appeared, being called the liu- 
gUi*^ lirae, l>eynnd the remembrance of man. In 8U|i)>ort of 
thix curious belief, it is said that the jHractice of burning heath 
for tlie improvement of land was then unknown ; that a spun- 
kie (Jack o* lantborn) could not luive been seen across the 
breadth of the Forth of Clyde, betwen Ayrshire and Arran, 
and that the courier of Uruce was his kinsman, and never su^ 
prcted of treachery." — Letter fmra Mr. Joseph Train, of New- 
t(in Stuart, author of an ingenious Collectioii of Poems, illus- 
traiive of many ancient Traditions in Galloway and Ayrshire, 
Edinburgh, 1U14. 

Note VII. 
Tkeii i^ned the Chase^ a wide domain 
L ft for the Ctut/t's eylvan reig-Hw— St XIX. p. Ml. 
Tlie rastle of Turnl)orry, on the coast of Ayrshire, was the 
projNTty of Uoliert Hruce, in the ricrht of bis mother. Lord 
ilailes mentions the following remarkable circumstance con- 
eoniing the mode in which be became proprietor of it: — Mar- 
tha. ('i)unless of Carrick in her own right, the wife of Robert 
Bnire, lA>rd of Annandalc, bare him a son, afterwards Nubvrt 
I. (1 1th July, la? I.) The circumstances of her marriage weri» 
lingular: Happening to meet Hobert Kruce in ber domains, 
ihe ixrramc enamoured <»f him, and with some violence I(*<1 
him to her ca.<nle of Turnberry. A few dajrs after ^b*' married 
him, without the knowledge of the rriatleai of eitiier party. 
Slid withont the requisite consent of the king. The king in- 
iTanlly seized Iier castle and wb«)le estates: She afterward! 
ifrnicft by a fine for her feudal deliiK)iieucy. lAttle did M.«ii!* 
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moder foresee, that from this union the rertorer oft 
monarchy was to axiae,''*— Annals of Scotland, vtl. I 
The same obliging correspondent, whom I have 
the preceding aote, gives me the following account 
aent state of the ruins of Tumberry : — ^ Tumlwrry 
nek prelecting into the sea j tlie top of it is about II 
high-water mark. Upon tliis roak was tmilt tlie cas 
is about 25 feet liigfa of the wall next to the sea je 
Upon the land side tlie wall is only about four feel 
length lias lieen (K) feet, and the breadth 4A: It wai 
rd by a ditch, but ttuit is now nearly filled up. The 
niin, rising between 40 and £0 feet above the water, 
1 Jestic apjiearance from the sea. There is not mud 

I ditiou In the vicinity connected wilh Bruce or his h 

{ front, however, of the rock, iijion which stands Ci 

tie, is the mouth of a ronuiniic cavern, called the / 
I lean, in which it is said Bruce and his follower 

-> tliemielves immediately after landing, till they ar 

1 ters for their fartlier entcri>ris(>s. Burns nientii 

1 poem of HaUoween. The only place to the south 

ly worth meuttonbig, with nTerence to Bruce^s b 
Weary Knik, a little romantic green hill, whei 
party are said Cn have rested after assatilting the 
Around the castle of Turribcrr>- was a le\^ ; 
two miles in extent, furniing the rattle park. T 
nothing, I am informed, murt- iH^inlitul than f 
and verdure ut tliis exten;iivc iceadiMv, before 
by the plough-slmre. 



Note VIIT. 
The Bruce hath won hisjc.ther'i hall /—St. 3f 
I Iiave followed the flattering: u^iii oleasir 
''\ tlie Uruoe, after ids descent upon the roaxt of 

A ly gained possession of his niatemai castle. 

1 Is uot .ti'curatc. Tbe fact is, that he wai o' 

/ 119 a/ann and drive in the oat-yo^^ "f the 

r Iten commanded, not by CWffov^^ u'« ^avxt 
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by Fercy. Nehlm was OUflbrd slain upon this oecHloa 
tha«c^ he had sereral skirmishes with Brace. lie fell after- 
wards in Che battle of BannociLlnirn. Dnioe, after ahmnlnf 
Aa eastle of Tumben7,and surprising some part of the farri- 
soa, who were qoanered without the walls of the fortress, re- 
traatcd into die monntainoos part of Oarrick, and there mad* 
hlmaelf so strong, that the English were obliged to evacoats 
Tvnberry, and at length the castle of Ayr. Many of his bene • 
factions and royal gifts attest his attachment to the heredltaij 
followers of his hoose, in this part of the country. 

It is generally known, that Bruce, in consequenee of his dlf- 
treises after the battle of Methren, was affected by a scorbutic 
disorder which was then called a leprosy. II Is said he ezpe- 
lieoced benefit from the use of a medicinal spring, about a 
mile north of the town of Ayr, called firom that circumstance 
King^Ease. The following is the tradition of the country, col- 
lected by Mr. Train :—^ After Robert ascended the throne, he 
founded the priory of Dominican monks, every one of whom 
was under the obligation of putting op to heaven a prayer once 
ereiy waafc day, and twice la holy-days, for the recovery of 
the king) and after his death these massfie wm continued for 
the saving of his souL The ruins of this old monastery are 
now nearly levri with the ground. Robert Hkcwlse caused 
bouses to be built round the well of King^ Ease, for eight le- 
pers, and flowed eight boUs of oatmeal, and 28/. Scotch mo- 
nej, per annum, to each person. These donations were kid 
apon Che lands of FuUarton, and are now payable by the Duke 
of Portland. The farm of Shells, in the neighbourhood of 
Ayr, has to g^ve, if required, a certain quantity of straw for the 
lepers' beds, and so much to thatch their houses annually. Each 
leprous person had a drinking-horn iirovided him by tbe king, 
whkh continued to be hereditary in tbe house to which it wa^ 
irst granted. One of those identical horns, of very corioua 
wnHimanshlp^ was in the possession of the late Colonel Fal- 
knoaofthatilk." 

My correspondent proceeds to mention some cnrioni ravR 
aamsofaoflQaitynwptctingthisfousdaAon. ^liB^«anH^w«AM 

2» 
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OniglA, tiU It wu uM nloBf with the I 
Xlmitiiu WkllBa. Tbebur^of A/rtliea 
•f ^iplTiif III* dsnttoH at Kln^i Eua : 
piMr-JioaH of Ajr- Tbr Irpcn* chariot 
tildck, tttttif the ilmpe «f i tbeep^ kldiK 
l^nUre boll of nwl. The (lufuo of 



■long eaeh tide of the AoiKf ud daipliig 

jBDked unon^ men, wheo tbej coidd 111 
Mint* ^» It •l«*Ti kkT heiide Ibe * 
■got wbAv BOO KnflUfa drugooiiB encAmp 
Unlj laok* II, dneo whidi the Sngatnt 




■ot UlbHCkagmliuLoneofthe IhOTf df 
cdiiotUiliI* lobe arretted [oTdehii no 
iloeil, hB pi^nded u tong u ttien u 
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ew Thtt ftones were often lued as qrmbolf to denote the 

it cfpoaemixtg land before the use of written docnmettts 

une genersl in Scotland, is, I tMnk, exceedingly probable. 

diarter<«tone of InTerness is still kept with great care, set 

firame, and hooped with iron, at tlie market'idBce of tlMU 

n. It is called bj the inhabitants of thai district, Olnek 

Ckraddin. I think it is y/ery likely that Oarey hat ■»»• 

ed this stone in his poem ef Craig Pliaderick. This is 

f a coi\Jectnre, as I have nearer seen tliat work. While 

Cunous nuurble chair was allowed to remain at Seooa, it 

considered as the charter-^one of tiM kingdom of ScoCp 

L 

Note IX. 
*^ Bring Acre," ke iuidj « the miatrtfmr, 
Mf Mfr/e faihtn loved of yorc>*— 0t XXXHT. > 138. 
These mazers were large drinking enpt) or goMets. Moi*' 
I of them occurs in a curious lnvent<^ of flw tr casf 
JeweU of James U^ which wUl be pabtlihad, with oOer 
ions documents of antiquity, by my friend, Mr. Thomai 
tmson, D. Register of Scotland, under the title of <* A cdlee- 
I of InTentories, and other Records of the Royal Wardrobe, 
rel-Hpuse, Ice" I copy the passage, in irtdch mention is 
le of the mazers, and also of a habiliment, oalled ** King 
lert Bruce's serk," L e thirty meaning, perliaps, his shirt of 
J{ although no other arms are mentioned in tlie inventiny. 
aight have been a reliqoe of more sanctified defcriptSon, a 
ance shirt perhaps. 

rmi from '^Invetdart of ane PmrU of the Gold emd Siher 
mjfeU «md uneunifeitf JopmIUs, and vther Stuff perttiMimg to 
^mquhUe oure Soverane Lorde Fader, that he had in Dqpoie 
IS 7*yiii« of kit Dteeitj and that com* to the Uandie of mutt 
wMnmlMrdthnAiiMiiL MXJCOO.I.XXXVIIL'' 



htm^ Iwa kasix of knjfiU-** 
Htm, * p*re of muLl kdJffiL 
/(«■, ukin be Ihe uniiUi Itaatoptiult lheloUJi,iag 

turn. Id iB^Tifnllin niUi U- (BdllMi 

fired Bfftlji la Ihe takvka of fajm. 



' Ouil-vln, or «in»«oal>i. 
aaeleotlj tlie iil^ect uf much totl 
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bistory of the house of Douglas, by Hame of Godseroft. ' The 
tert earl of Douglas, (of the elder branch,) had been reduced 
to monastic seclusion, in the abbey of Lindores, by James IL 
James m^ in his distresses, would willingly have recalled 
him to public U£e, and made him his lieutenant ''Bat he," 
cays-Godscroft, *< laden with yean and old age, and weary oC 
troubles, refused, saying. Sir, you have keept mee, and your 
hlade cbfftr in Stirling, too long, neither of us can doe you any 
good : I, because my friends have forsaken me, and my fcdtow-: 
«» and dependers are fidlen from me, betaking themselvei to 
other masters) and your black irunk is too iarre StQxn yoo, anl 
your enemies are between yoa and iti w (as others say) bo- 
cause there was in it a sort of black «oyne, that the king had 
oattsed to be eojmed by the advice of his courtiers j which mo> 
aeyes, (saith he,) sir, if you had put out at the first, the peophi 
would have taken it ; and if you had emi^oyed mee in due 
lime, I might have done you service. But now there is none 
that will take notice of mee, nor meddle with y«Hir money.''—- 
iftiaie'f Hiiivrs of the Hotae of Dimglatjfol. Edin, 1644,/. SQ6. 

NoteX 
Armue otf/rinub, and gather neuhSt, XXXIV. p. 157. 
As soon as it was known in Kyle, says ancient tradition, that 
Kobert Bruce had landed is Garrick, with the intention of re- 
covering the crown of Scotland, the JUaird of Craigie, and ior- 
Qr-eight men in his immediate neighbourhood, declared in fa- 
vour of their legitimate prince. Bruce granted them a tract 
«f land, still retained fay the freemen of Newton to this day. 
The original charter was lost when the pestilence was raging 
at Ayr} but it was renewed by <me of the Jameses, and is 
dated at FaulUand. Tlie freemen of Newton vrere temoriy 
officers by rotation. The provost of Ayr at one time was & 
freeman of Newton, and it happened to be his turn, while pro- 
vost in Ayr, to be olBeer in Newtoa, both of which oiioes he 
diicharged at the Mne time. 

26* 
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Note XL 
, lAt Eltridk** archert thorp their darts. 
The fairttt forms, the tnust hearts .'—St XXXIV. p. 157. 
The forest of Selkirk, or Ettrick, at this period occapied all 
the dittri'Tt which retains that denomination and embraced 
the neif^hbouring dales of Tweeddale, and at least the oppcr 
ward of OUdesdale. All that tract was {Nrobably as waste as it 
is monntaJnous, and covered with the remains of the andentOa- 
ledonian forest, which is supposed to have stretrtied from Che- 
viot Hills as far as Hamilton, and to have co m prehended even 
a part of Ayrshire. At the fatal battle of Falkirk, Sir Joha 
Stewart of Bonkill, brother to the steward of Scotland, eom- 
manded the archers of Selkirk, who fell around the dead body 
of their leader. The English historians have commemorated 
the tall and stately persons, as well as the unswerviaf^ faMi of 
these foresters. Nor has their interesting foil escaped the no- 
tice of an elegant modem poetess, whose nifaject M bar to 
treat of that calamitoos engagement 

(* The glance of the mom had sparkled bright 
On their plumage green and their actons U^it; 
The bugle was Strang at each hmiter's dde^ 
As they had been liound to the chase to ride ; 
But the bugle is mute, and the shafts areqwnt, 
The arm unnerved and the bow unbent, 
And the tired forester is laid 
Far, far from the clostoring greenwood shade ! 
Sore have they toiled— they are follen asleep, 
And their slumber is heavy, and dall, amji deep ! 
When over their bones the grass shall wave, 
Wlwn the wild winds over their tombs diallrave. 
Memory shall lean on their graves, and tell 
How Selkirk's hunters bold around old Stewart Ml .** 
Wallaeey or the Fifht i^ Faikkk^ L^td. 
qw»rto^ U^p^ 11% U 
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Note I. 

When BneBU (aimer had victorious JUmed 
C^tr LovdawiCt mowntain^ and in Ury't dale^—St I. p. 163. 

The first important advantage gained by Brace, after landin|f 
at Tumbeny, was over Aymer de Valence, Earl of Pembroke, 
tiie same by whom he had been defeated near Hethyen. They 
met, as l»s been said, by appointment, at Loudoonhill, in the 
west of Scotland. Pembroke sustained a defeat, and. from that 
time Bruce was at the head of a considerable fliying army. Tet 
he was sulwequently obliged to retreat into Aberdeenshire, an4 
was there assailed by Comyn, Earl of Buchan, desirous to 
avenge the death of hi* relative, the Red Comjm, and support- 
ad by a liody of EngUsh troops under Philip de Moulnay. 
Brace was iU at the time of a scrofulous disorder, but to(A 
horse to meet his enemies, although obliged to be supported on 
either side. He was victorious, and it is said that the agitation 
•f his vgixita restored his health. 

Notell. 
When EnglUh hlood oft dthtgtd Dougtta-dah^St I. p. 162. 
The <* good Lord James of Dongias,"* during these commo- 
tions, often took from the English his own castle of Douglas, 
but being nnable to garrison it, couteTitft^ Ywrow?* -^V^ ^*- 
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iwmrd to his patriotism, it is said to have been ptofbmk^ 
It how often soerer Douglas Castle should be destroyed, il 
oukl alwairs again arise more magnificent from its mins. 
pon one of these occasions lie used fearful crudtjr, canshag 
J thestore of provisions whiek the £nglish had laid up in hli 
astle, to be heaped together, bursting the wine and hpir ruh 
imong tlie wheat and floor, slaugbtmng the cattle upon tfie 
lame spot, and upon the top of the whole, cutting the throats 
of the English prisoners. This pleasantry of tlie **good Lord 
James** is commemorated under the name of the Dmqfimfi 
Larder, A more pleasing tale of chivalry is recorded by Oodf> 
crott ** By this means, and such othor exploita,he so aflrigli^ 
ed the enemy, that it was counted a matter of great Jeopardte 
to keep this castle, which began to be called the MhenterMtf 
(or hazardous) cattle ^DwfUu ; whereiqion Sir John Waltoa 
being in suit of an Eng^iA lady, she wrote to him, that when 
he had ke[]C the adventurous castle of Douglas sefcn jmn^ 
then he might think himself worthy to be a suitor to hau 
Upon this occasion Walton took upon him the keefdng of i^ 
and succeeded to Thruswall, but he ran the same tortuae wkfc 
the rest that were before him. For Sir James, having tal 
dressed an ambuscade near unto the place, he made foortMf 
of his men take so many sacks, and fill tbem with grassyt 
4hough it had lieen com, which they carried in the waj i 
Lanark^ the chief market town in tliat county: so bopiag 
draw fiMth the captain by that bait, and either to take Usa 
the castle, or biHh. Neither was this expectation friotrnt 
for the captain did bite,and came forth to have taken * 
victual (as he supposed.) But ere be could reach theae 
riers, Sir James, with his company^ iiad gotten betwec* 
castle and him } and these disguised carriers, seeing the 
lain following after them, did quickly cast off their t 
mounted themselves on horselmck, and met the caplaiff 
« sharp encounter, being so much the more amaied, at 
unloofced for: wherefore, when he saw these carrian 
iDoiTlioied into waRion> «iii\ tcaAl^ \b assault him, 
thmi which wis, thai there vu ifiSBft Ui^>aUi te ' 
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•bout to have retired to his castle, but there lie also met 
with his enemies; between which' two companies he and hit 
whole foliowers were slain, so that none escaped : tlie captahs 
afterwards being searched, they found (as it is reported) his 
mistress's leUer about him.''-- JSTtisiie** HUtmry of the Hwh pf 
Osaffaf, fol. pp. 28, aO. 

Notem. 
Andjttry Edward routed ttout St. John, — St I. p. 162: 
^ Jolm de St. John, with 1500 horsemen, Iiad advanced to 
appote the inroad of tlie Scots. By a forced march he en- 
deaivoared to surprise them, but intelligenoe of liis moti<ma 
WM tfaneoasly received. Tlie coomcfeef Edward Brace, ap- 
proaching to temerity, frequently enabled him to achieve what 
men of more jodidoos valour would never have attempted. 
Be ordered the infantry, and the meaner sort of his army, t» 
antrsDch tiiemselves in strongs narrow ground. He himsell^ 
wldi Sf^ lionemen well harnessed, issued forth under cover 
of a thick mist, surprised tlie English on their march, attacked 
and dispersed them."— Do/rympje's Annals ofSc«tland, ftuart^f 
1779, p. 2& 



Note IV. 
When RandofykU war-cry twtlUd the amdhtm gale. 

St I. pw 162. 
Thomas Randolph, Bruce>8 sister's son, a renowned Scottish 
ddel^ was in the eariy part of his life not more remariudde for 
coiisKwry tlma Bruce himself. He espoused his uncle's party 
when Bruce first assumed the crown, and was made prisoner 
at the Chlal battle of Methven, in which his relative's hopes 
appeared to be ruined. Randolph accordingly not only sub- 
mitted to the English, but took an active part a^nst Bruce, 
appeared In arms against him, and in the skirmish where he 
wae 10 doeely pursued by the blood-hound, it is said his ne- 
phew took his standard with his own hand. But Randolph 
WW afterwards made prisoner by Dou|^ ^siTw^ftAAaikK^V^KA 
jk JtV «IN< bnagbt before King Kobert. %(>m<a >ms^^^ 
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mge was exchanged between the uncle and nepi 

tter was committed for a time to close custody. 

owever, tbey were reconciled, and Randolpii ^ 

:arl of Moray about 1S12. After this period h 

lisUnguisfaed himself^ first by the surprise of Edli 

tie, and afterwards by many similar oiterprlfei 

wMk equal courage and abili^. 

Note V. 
StirKng'M totoen, 



BeUaguend &y Kii^[ Roherfit power$y 
And lA«y took term oftnux„—8t, TV, p. 1 
' Wl^n a long train of succen, actively Uap i o fa 
Bruce, had made him master of almost all Seoda 
Castle continued to hold out The care of the fal 
committed by the king to his brother Edward, wfa 
a treaty with Sir Philip Mowbray, the goven 
■honld surrender the fortress, if it were not sucer 
King of England before St. John the Baptist's da 
•ererely blamed his brother for the impolicy 
which gave time to the King of England to adn 
lief of the castle with all his assembled force 
himself either to meet them in battle with an in 
to retreat with dishonour. *< Let all England oo 
thenehiess Edward, ** we will fight them wi 
The coBtequence was, of course, that each kin 
its str eag Ui for the expected battle ; and as tf 
upon reached from Lent to Midsummer, full H 
finr that purpose. 

Note VL 
To iurmnon prince and peer^ 
M Berwide;bounds to meet their Liege*^ 
There is printed in Kymer's Foedera th 
apaa this occasion to the sherlfiTof York, anc 
teen other ptnom to wl&om s\iote ordinan 
to itapco% the infantry aXoT^e^ (w VX 
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« flf rcfOKlMMi Cmttri de Strj/velin a Sc»ii$ tbieiti, fnperan 
itUndU, Tbis^ciA:uinstaace is also clear from the reuoning' 
' the writ, which states: **We have understood that <mr 
sottUi enemies and rebels are endeavouring to collect as 
nmg a foree as possible of infantry, in strong and marshy 
rounds, where the approach of cavalry would be difficult, be- 
ireen us and the castle of Stirling." — ^It then sets forth Mow»> 
«y^ agreement to surrender the castle, if not relieved before 
L John the Baptist's day, and the king's determination, with 
^ne grace, to raise the seige. ** Therefore,'' the summons 
rdier bears, **to remove our said enemies and rdiels from 
eh places as above mentioned, it is necessary for us to have a 
nmg foree of infantry fit for arms." And accordingly the 
fflff of York is commanded to equip and send forth a body 
' fbor thousand infantry, to tie assembled at Werk, upon the 
ttOk day of June first, under pain of the royal dlq[totture, 
s. 

Note VII. 

And CanAria, hut of late ivAdueif 

Sent forth Aermouttfain-muftihule.— St IV. p. 165. 
Edward the First, with the usual policy of a conqueror, em- 
oyed the Welch, whom he had subdued, to assist him in his 
ntlish wars, for which their hid>its, as mountaineers, parti- 
krly fitted them. But this policy was not without its risks. 
«floas to the battle of Falkirk, the Welch quarrelled with 
I English men-at-arms, and after bloodshed on belli parts, 
paiated themselves firom his army, and the feud between 
em, at so dangerous and critical a juncture, was reconciled 
ih difficulty. Edward II. followed his Other's example in 
is particular, and with no better success. ' They could 
t be brought to exert themselves in the cause of their eon- 
erors. But they had an indifierent reward for their for- 
irance. Without arms, and dad only in scan^ dreis- 
of linen cloth, they appeared naked in the eyes even oC 
» Scottish peasantry } and after the rout of BannockhwraL^ 
ire massacred by them in great nuoibeiESf «»13dss x^d^m^^^ 
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»>ofu8ion towards their own country. Thiy were under the 
commaod of Sir Maurice de Berkly. 

Note Vra. 
And CofMoffkt pound /rom watte and — d 
Mtr hundred tribes^ toko$e ictptrt rud» 
Dark Etk O'Connor tuMiyed.— 4St IV. p. 165b 
There is in the Foedera an invitation to Eth OH:;oniior, chkf 
of the Irish of Connaagbt, setting forth that the kin|r wis 
about to more against his Scottirii rebds, and therefore re* 
questing the attendance of all the force he coold mnster, eitbv 
commanded by himself in person, or by some noUemanof Us 
nee. .These auxiliaries were to tie commanded Iqr Richard de 
Burgh, Earl of Ulster. Similar mandates were isnied to the 
following Irish chiefs, whose names may astoniA the wnleerw 
ed, and amuse the antiquary. 

(* Eth O Donnuld, Duci Hibemicomm de Tycoliil ; 

Derood Kahan, Duci Hibemicomm de Femetrew; 

Doneval O Neel, Duci Hibemicomm de Ttyvwyjk \ 

Neel Blacbreen, Duci Hibemicorum de KjmaUewaa ; 

Kth. Offym Dud Hibemicomm de Turtery ) - 

Admely Mac Anegus, Dud Hibemicorum de Onehnghi 

Meel O Hanlan, Duci Hibemicomm de Erthere ; 

Bien Mac Mahun, Dud Hibemicomm de Crid ) .-• 

Lauarcagfa Mac Wyr, Dud Hibemicorum .de LoaglMita| - 

Gillyi O Railly, Dud Hibemicomm de Bresfeny } i 

Geffrey O Fergy, Dud Hibemicomm de Montiragwil) 

Felyn O Honaghur, Dud Hibemicorum de Connach \ 

Donethuth O Bien, Dud Hibemicorum de Tothmund { 

Dermod Mac Arthy, Dud Hibemicomm de 

Denenol Carbragh \ 

Maur. Kenenag^ Mac Murgh *, 

Murghugh Bryn ; 

David OTothviU; 

Dermod Tonoghui^DoiEUy \ ' 

"^vn O Dymsy •, 
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a»agaaak Kae Oillephatrkk*, 

XeytULgh O IBorth ; 

OUbertns Ekelly, Daci Hiberniconim de Omany ; 

Jfac Etheiao ; 

Omalaa H^lyn, Daci Hlberniooniin Midie." 

Rymer't Jela RepvUiea, vol. in,pp, 476, 417. 

Note IX. 
• Their chief, FUg-LouU.-St IX. p. 169L 
FUz-Loois, or Mac-Louis, otherwiae called FoUartmi, ii a 
$baaBj of andent descent in the Isle of Arran. Tbey are said 
to be of French origin, as the name intimates. They attadied 
thtOMehnes to Bruce upon his first landing} and Fergus Haft- 
Iiovis, or Foltarton, received from the grateful monardi a 
dMurter, dated 20th November, in the second year of his reigiit 
(laOfr,) for the lands of Kilmichel, aadothers, which stIU re-. 
I in this very ancient and respectable family. 



Note X. / 

/» hmtHeefimr heiutUh their eye. 
The forces of King Robert 2ie.— St X. p. 110. 
The arrangements adopted by King Robert far the dedsiv^ 
batlla of Bannockbum, are given very distinctly by Barbour, 
and form an edifying lemon to tacticians. Yet, till commmit^ 
«i iqton by Lord Hailes, this important passage of history haa 
tanr gtamnSfy and strangely misunderstood byhistortaoa. I 
^.«lll here endeavour to detail it fully. 

Two days before the battle, Bruce selected the field of ac* 
Hon, and took post there with his army, consisting of about 
90y000 dlsdplined%ien, and about half the number of disorderly 
attendants upon the camp. The ground was called the New 
Park of Stirling ; it was partly open, and partly brokm bj 
copses of wood and marshy ground. He divided his^regular 
forces into four divisions. Three of these occupied a front 
line, separated from each other, yet sufficiently near fkr th^ 
parposes of communication. The fourth dWMwti ^qtcqa^^t*!* 
Mrre, Tbe ttae eztfended in a noftki-«a«l«^l <EEs«tiCtf$«w Vco^v 
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•ook of Bannock, which in so rug^g^ and broken as ta 
tlie ripht flank eflectuallyf to the yillag^e of Saint Ni- 
s, probably in the line of the present road from Stirling' to 
yth. Edward Bruce coinmanded the ri^t wing, which 
streng^licnod by a strung- body of cavalry under Keilh, 
mareschal of Scotland, to whom was committed tlie ira- 
tant charge of attacking the English archers*, Doiiglas,and 
? young Steward of Scotland, le<l the central wing; and 
auiiias Kandolph, Earl of Moray, the left wing. The king 
im»clf commanded the fourth division, which lay in reserve 
>ehind the others. Tlie royal staniiard was {Htched, accord: 
111^ to tradition, in a stone, huving a round hole for its recep- 
tion, and thence called the Bore-stone. It is still shown on the 
top of a small eminence, called Brock's-brae, to the south-west 
of St Niuian's. His main body thus disposed. King Robert 
sent the followers of the camp, fifteen thousand and upwards 
in number, to the eminence ia rear of lus army, called froM 
Ihat circumstance the GUlits' (t. e. the servants^ Hill. 

The military advai^tages of this position were obvious. The 
Scottish left dank, protected by the brook of Uanuock, could 
not be turned ; or, if that attempt were made, a roovement fay 
the reserve might have covered it: Again, the English cooU 
not paw the Scottish army, aud move Uiwnrds Stirllng^i withoi^ 
expo&ing their flank to beattacktHl wlule in march. 

If, on the other hand, the Scutlish line had been drawn i 
east and west, aud facing to the southward, as affirmed ' 
Buchan«D| and adopted by Mr. Nimmo, the author of f 
History of Stirlingshir';, tliere appears nothing to have j 
ventcil the English apprtKiduog uiun the carse, or 1 
gruuiid, from i'alkirl', cither from turning the Scottish 
flank, or from passin*; ilicir position, if iliey preferred it, ' 
out coming to an act; ^/j, and movini^ on to th& relief of 
ling. And the GiJUe^-HiH, if this less probable hypotii* 
adopted, would be situa-ed, rot in the rear, as allowed 
the historians, b;tt up n «:ic It ft fianl: of Bruce's arm; 
only objection tnlbe 'avvhmIcsIs above laid down lit, 
li-i't ilauk of Bruco'a ar«i> v aa *A^vitOa^ <&^v^vs\\^%.«l 
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tbe garrimn of Stirling^. But, frst^ the garrison were boand 
to neutrality by terms of Mowbray's treaty j and Barbour even 
aeenis to censure, as a breach of faitli, some secret assistanro 
which they rendered tlieir countrymen upon the eve of battle, 
in placing' temporary bridges of doors and spars over the poolft 
of water in the corse, to enable them to advance to the charge.* 
3dly. Had this not been the case, the strength of the gfnrrison 
was probably not sufficient to excite apprehension. 3dly. The 
adverse hypothesis leaves the rear of the Scottish army as 
much exposed to the Stirling garrison, as the left flank would 
be in the case supposed. 

It only remains to notice the nature of the ground in front 
of Bmee's line of battle. Being part of a park, or chase, it was 
considerably interrupted with treflf, and an extensive marsh, 
still visible, in some places rendered inaccessible, and in all of 
diiBcuh approach. More to the northward, where the natural 
impediments were fewer, Bruce fortified his position against 
cavalry, by digging a number of pits so close together, says 
Barbour, as to rescnibh the cells in a honey comb. They were 
a foot in breadth, and between two and three feet deep, many 
rows of them being placed one behind the other. Tlioy were 
dightly covered with brushwood and green sods, so as not to 
be obviotu to an impetuous enemy. 

AM the Scottish array were on toot, excepting a select body 
of cavalry stationed with £dwai-d Bruce on the riglit wing, 
«Bder the immediate command of Sir Kobert Keith, tbe Jlilar- 
sbal of Scotland, who were destined for the inipormt service 
of charging and dispersing the English archers. 

Thus judiciously iM)ated, in a situation fuitified both by art 
•ad nature, Bruce awaited the attack of the Eoglisiu 



* An assistance which (by the way) cou'd not have been ren- 
dered, had not the English approached from the south-east ; 
dace, had their march been due north tlie whr-le Scottish army 
M0(bave been between them and the garrison^ , 
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Note XI. 
Beyond, the Southern hoH apjteart, — St. X. p.lTO. 
Upon 23d June, 1314, the alarm reached the Scottish amy 
•f the ai^praach of the enemy. Douglas and the Uarshal wtNf 
ient to reconnoitre with the body of cavalry. 

** And soon the great host have they seeii, , 
Where shields shining were so sheen, 
And badnets burnished bright, 
That gave against the sun great light. 
They Mrw so fele* brawdynet banen, 
Standards and pennons and spear^ 
And so fele knights upon steeds, 
An faming in their weeds. 
And so fele bataills,]: and so broa^i 
And top so great room as they rode. 
That the maist host, and the stoutest 
Of Christendom, and the greatest, 
Should be abaysit^ for to see 
Their foes into such quantity." 

The Bruce, vol. IL p. 151. 

The two Scottish commanders were cautious in the aoeooaC- 
which they brought back to their carapi To the Idng in prt* 
vate they told the formidable state of the enemy ; but in pri^ 
He reported that the English were indeed a numerous liotty lMil> 
ill commuMled and worse disciplined. 

Note XII. 
With these the valiant of the Islet 

Beneath their chieftains ranked their files.— 8t XL p. 170L 
The men of Argyle, the islanders, and the HiglUaiiden, im 
general, were ranked in the rear. They must liave been b«- 
merous, for Bruce had reconciled himself with almoit all HMr 
chieft^ns, excepting the obnoxious Mac-Dougals of Lorn. TlM 
foUowing deed, contidning the submission of the, potent EaA 

*Muky, tlHsp^edU \T^\ta^<n&. ^i^Mnaaft. 
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of Rots to tlie kivigf was never before published* It is dated in 
the third year of Robertas reign, that is 1S09. 

OUigado CotnUis RossensUpcr Homagium Fidclitatem ct Scrip- 
turn. 
ITniversis christi Adelibus ad qt\pnim noticlam proscates li- 
tere peruenerint Willielnius Comes de Ross salutein in domino 
sempitemam. Quia mag^iificus princeps Dominus Robertas / 
dei gracia Rex Sco^orum Dominus mens ex innata sibi boni- 
tate, inspirataque cl^mcncia, et gracia S^ieciall reraisit michi 
pure rancorem animi sui, et reiaxauit, ac condonauit michi 
omnimodas transgressiones scu otfenias contra ipsum et suos 
per me et meos vstjue ad confeccionem Jiterarum -presencium 
perpetratas : Kt terras nieas et tenementa nica omnia graciose 
concessit. £t me nichilominus de terra de Dingwal et fern- 
croskr}' mfra comitatuni de Suthyriaud dehenig^ua liberalitate 
sua heriditarie int'eodare curauit. Ego tantam pri:jcipis bene- 
uolenciara eflicaciter attendens, et pro tot graclis michi factis, 
vicem sibi gratitudinis meis pro viribus de cetoro digne - - - - 
----- vite cupiens exhil»cre, subicio et obligo me et heredes 
meos et homines meos vniuersos dicto Domino meo Regi per 

omnia erga suam regiam dignitatem, 

quod erimns de cetero fideles sibi et heredjbus suis ct.fidele 
sibi seruiciam anxuilium et concilium ---------- contra 

omoes homiaes et feminas qui wivcvo polorint aut mori, et su- 
per h - - - Ego Willielmus pro me --------- kominibus 

meis vniuersis dicto domino meo Regi ------ maalbus ho- 

magium sponte feci et super dei ewang(>1ia saciamentum pre- 

stiti --In quorum omnium testimonium sigilluia 

meam, et sigiUa Hugonis filli mei et Iieredis ct Johannis filii 
mei Tna cum stgiilis venerabilium i^atiiim Dominorum Dauid 
et Thome Moraviensis et Rosensis dei gracia episcoporum pre- 
weattboM Uteris suntappensa. Acta scripta et data apud Aldern 
in Morania vltimo die mensis Octobris, Anno Regni dicti dov 
mfan ndstri Regis Rol)erti Tertio. Tc^tibus venerabilibus pa- 
triba^ sufHadictis, Domino Bernardo CunceVVaYxo ^%^\^^\y:v- 
mialM WiWeltao 4e Uaya, Jobaune de a\i«»e\^"cv^ N^XjK^eV* 

26* 
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mo Wysman, Johanne de Ffenton, Dauid de Berkel^, 
et Waltero de Berkeiej militibus, mafigtro Waltero Heroc, 
Decano ecclesie Morauie, magistro WilUelmo de Creswel 
ciusdem ecciesie i»recentor» et moltis aliis nobilibas ckricis 
#Claici8 dictis die et loco congregatis. 

The copy of this curioiu document was supplied by my 
friend, Mr. Thomson, Deputy Beg^ster of Scotland, whose re- 
searches into our ancient records are daily throwing new and 
important light upon the history of the country. 

Note Xm. 
The Monarch rode along the vaTk->St. XIIL p. 173. 
The English vanguard, commanded by the Earls of Glou- 
cester and Hereford, came in sight of the Scottish army upon 
the evening of the 23d of June. Bruce was then riding v^ion a 
little palfrey, in front of his foremost line, putting his host ia 
order. It was then that the personal encounter took place be- 
twixt him and Sir Henry de Bohun, a gaUant English knigH 
the issue of which had a great effect upon the spirits of botk 
armies. It is thus recorded by Barbour : — 

<* And when Glosyter nni Herfurd were, 
With their battle approaching near. 
Before them all their come riding, 
With helm on head, and spear in hand. 
Sir Henry the Boune, the worthy, 
That was a wight knight, and a hardy ; 
And to tlie Earl of Herfurd cousin i 
Armed in arms good and fine j 
dome on a steed, a bow-shot nere^ 
Before all other that there were. 
And knew the king, f(n: that he saw 
Him so range his men on row ; 
And by the crown, that was set 
Also upon his bassenet. 
And towards Mm he went on li4st)p. 
And the king w aigerVi^ 
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^ot 



Saw him come, forth all his feret* 
In hyt till him the horse he iteen. 
And when Sir Henry saw the king 
0>me on, foronting abaysing,^ 
Till him he rode in full great hy4 
Be thought that he should well lightly 
Win him, and have him at his will, 
Since he him h(Nr8ed saw so ilL 
SprentU they same intill a ling,ir 
Sir Henry missed the noble king. 
And he, that in his stirrups stood, 
With the axe, that was hard and good, 
With so great mayn** reached him a dint, 
That neither hat no helm might s^t, 
The hewytt dusche,^ that he him gave, 
That nere the head till the harness clave. 
The hand-cae shaft fruschyt§§ in tow} 
And he down to yird gan go 
All flatlynys,|l|| for him failled might 
This was the first stroke of the fight" 

Barbour's Bmee, oo2. //. p. 122. 

Scottish leaders remonstrated with the king upon hit 
ty. He only answered, ^ I have broken my good batde- 
-The English vanguard retreated after witnessing this 
combat Probably their generals did not think it advi- 
to hazard an attack, white its unfavoundile issue re- 
d upon their minds. 



>mrades. 


t Haste. 


iste. 


Spurred. 


eavy. 


it Obsik. 



t Without shrinking. 
7 LhM. ** Moan. 

^ Broken. HA Fkt 
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Note XIV. 
** What train ofduU^ with trumpet-sound 
And glimmering ^eariyis wheeling round 
• Our leftward Jlarik ?" St. XVIIL p. 1T7. 

While the van of the Englisfa army advanced, a detadied 
body attempted to relieve Stirling^. Lord Hailes gives tltf fiit 
lowing account of this niameuvre and the result, which is ae> 
companied by circumstances highly characteristic of the chi- 
valrous manners of the age, and dtsjdays that generosity 
which reconciles us even to their ferocity upon other occa- 
sions. 

Bruce had enjoined Randolph, who commanded the left 
wing of his army, to be vigilant in preventing any advanced 
parties of the English from throwing succours into tlie oastie 
of Stirling. 

** Eight hundred horsemen, commanded by Sir Robert -Clif- 
ford, were detached from the English army; they made a dr* 
cult \rf the low grounds to the east, and approached the cas- 
tle. The king perceived their motions, and coming up to Ran- 
dolph, angrijy exclaimed, *• Thoughtless man I you have suflier^ 
ed the ODomy to pass.' Randolph hasted to repair liis feult, or 
perish. As he advanced, the English cavalry wheeled to at- 
tack him. Randolph drew up his troops in » circular fonSf 
with their spears resting on the ground, and protended oi 
every side. At the first onset Sir William Dayaecourt, an 
English comnumder ef distinguished note, was slaia. The 
enemy, far sniierior in numbers to Randolph, environed hiai, 
and pressed hard on his little band. Douglas saw his jeopai^ 
dy, and requested the king's permission to go and succour 
him. ' ITou shall not move from your ground,^ cried the king } 
* let Randolph extricate himself as he best may. I will not alter 
my order of battle, ftnd lose the advantage of my positioa.* 
' In truth,' replied Douglas, ' I canuot stand by aud see Ran- 
dolph perlsb ; and, therefore, with your leave, I must did 
him.'' The king unwillingly consented, and Douglas ilew to 
the asslMance of his fiicud. \{\)i\& ^^toachlng, he po^ 
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Mt the English were fidlingr into MmJer, and tlwt 
rerance of Randolfdi Imd preraOed over tbeir impe- 
inge. *■ HalV cried Dou^at, * tliote btBTe men !»▼• 
file enemy; let m not diminiah tbeir gkxry bj dMT* 

44,46. 

jrge stones a«eted at tbe north end of the Tillafe «f 
le, about a quarter of a mile from the sooth part of 
ascertain the place of this memorable skirmisb. Tht 
mee tends, were confirmation nece88ai7, to support 
on of Lord Hailes, that the Scottish line had StirUnff 
t Hank. It will be remembered, that Randolph com* 
infantry, Daynecoort cavalry. Supposing, tfierefore^ - 
f to the wlgar hypothesis, that the Scottish line wai 
>, ftdng to the south, in the line of the brook of Baa* 
I consequently that Randolph was stationed with hit 
resting upon Mllntown bog, it is morally impossible 
Infantry moying from that position, with whatever 
could cut off from Stirling a body of cavalry who had 
essed St Ninian's,* or, in other words, were ahreaf^ 
them and the town. Whereas, suf^xMing Randl^'s 
ive approached St Ninlan'fe, tbe short movemeaft t* 
e could easily be ezecnled, so as to intercept the Eiig> 
e manner described. 

Note XV. 
nuivefnm the Scottish Aoif , 

•eltmg and hHgtttmmd loere totted^f^U XX. p^ 180. 
is an old tradition, that the well-known Scottish tone 
tatti taitti,** was Brace's march at the battle of Baa- 
. The late Mr. Ritson, no granter of propostttoosi, 
lether the Soots had any martial anuk^ quotes FrohK 



>ur says expresdy, they evened the New Park^ 
race's army layO •ml held «welLMi^ Ihit l&afW^ 
3 oiUy aeao St NiniaA's. 



f bkmiiic. Sec Kola 



BatO, iriu hu ni' WaUux bled. 

KoleXVI. 

Til cimnUmt rmki o/'x.'n^Iaiulifm^— Sl.X] 

TTpon Ihc ^4lli dC June, Ihe Eiiglbh mtmj adnii 

Ucli. The DUTOVDHa of Ihe ScDUlih IVont, uid 

the gniund, dill wH p«ni^t Ihem to h»e the full 



u ■Ireodj aeW, by Ihe EuJauF 



id and conneiabo*^-. 
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Were not arrayed on such nmnner : ' 

For all their battles samyn* were 

In a 8chUtrura.t But whether it was 

Through the great stndtness of the place 

That th^ were in, to bide fighting ; 

Or that it was for abaysing ^^ 

I wete not. Bat in a scheltnun 

It seemed they were all and some ; 

Out ta'en the vaY^ard anerly,§ 

That right with a great company, 

Be them selwyn, arrayed were. 

Who had been by, might have seen there 

That folk ourtake a mekill feild 

On breadtl^ where many a shining chield, 

And many a burnished bright armour, 

And many man of great valour, 

Might in that great schiltrum be seen } 

And many a bright banner and sheen." 

Barbour's Bince^voL II. p. 137. 



Together. t Schiltrutn.--This word has been variously 
:ed or extended in its signification. In general, it seemf 
iply a large body of men-drawn up very closely together, 
it lias been limited to imply a round or circular body of 
so drawn up. I cannot understand it with this limitatioii 
le present case. The schiltrum of the Scottish array at 
Jrk, was undoubtedly of a circular form, in order to resist 
attacks of English cavalry, on whatever quarter they 
lit be charged. But it does not appear how, or why, the 
Ush adrauc'.ng to the attack at Bannockburh, should have 
fed themselves in a circular form. It seems more proba- 
that, by SchUirum in the x^resent case, Barbour means to 
^ess an irregular mass into which the English army was 
pressed bj tbe unwieldiness of its numbers, and the care- 
less or ignorance of its leaders. | Frighteninf^. ^lL]n«ftv 
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NoteXVn. 

See where yon htarefina Ahbot etandSf 

And hltttet them with lifted hands^i-^t XXI. p. 181. 
** Maurice, abbot of Incbaffray, placin|f himself oa an onl- 
nence, celebrated mass in sigbt of the Scottish army. He then 
passed alon^ the front, bare-footed, and bearing a emdfiz in 
his hands, and exhorting the Scots in few and fordUe words, 
to combat for their rights and their liberty. The Scots kneeled 
down. <* They yield," cried Edward ; ** See, they in^ore mer- 
cy.** « They do," answered Ingelram de TJmfiraTiHe, <* but not 
•urs. On that field they will be ▼ictorious, or die."— .iiuuib^ 
S<ioaand,voLILp,Al, 

NoteXVm. 

*^ Fortky Manhalj on the peasant /he ! 

We'll tame the temtrt of their bom, 
And evt the how-Hring loose /"—St XXII. p. 188. 
The English archers commenced the attack with their vswl 
bravery and dexteri^. But against a force, whose Imp(Mlaaoe 
he had learned by fatal experience, Bruce was prorided. A 
small but select body of cavalry were detached from the lig^t, 
under command of Sir Robert Keith. They rounded^ as I eoq- 
ceive, the marsh called Bfilntown bog, and keeping the Una 
ground, charged the left flank and rear of the Englidi archen: 
As the bowmen had no spears, nor long weapons, fit to defeni- 
themselves against horse, they were instantly thrown into dis- 
order, and spread through the whole English army a eoofosiOBy 
from which they never fairly recovered. 

*'The English archers shot so last, 
That might their shot have any last: 
It had been liard to Scottis men. 
But King Robert, that well gan ken,* 
That their shot right hard and grievious 



^'KiiViv, 
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Ordained, forouth* the assembly, 

li'a Marscball, with a great menzie, 

Hve hundred armed into steel, 

That on light horse were horsed wcU, 

For to prykf among the archers. 

And to assail them with their spears, 

That they no leisure have till shoot. 

This marlBchell that I of mute,^ 

That Sir Robert of Keith was called, 

As I befor Jbere has you told. 

When he saw the battles so 

Assembled, and together go, 

And saw the archers shoot stoutly ; 

With all them of his company, 

In haste upon them gan he ride. 

And overtooke them at a 8ide;§ 

And rushed among them so rudely. 

Sticking them so dispiteously, ' 

And in such fusionQ bearii^ down* 

And slaying them, foroutln ransoun :V j 

That they them scalyt** eurilkane,ft 

And from that time forth there was na 

That assembled shot to ma|{ 

When Scotts archeit saw that they sua 

Were rebutyt,§§ they wax hardy. 

And with all their might shot eagrely 

Among the horsemen that there rode; 

And wounds wide to them they made. 

And slew of them a full great deal.** 

B€urbour*»Bruoefj^, 147, 8. 



Disjoined from the main body. t Spur. | That I 

kof. § Set upon their flank. || Nvnnbers. IT Ran- 

** Dispersed., ftSveryone. tt^^*^®* §§DriTen 



ai If 
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Although the success of this manceuyre was eyident, it is Te- 
Tj remarkable that the Scottish generals do not appear to have 
profited by the lesson. Almost every subsequent battle whiA 
tbey lost against England, was decided by the urehers, to whNB 
the clpse and compact array^ of the Scottish idialanx afibrdi^ 
an exposed and unresisting mark. The bloody battle of Hall- 
down-hill, fought scarce twen^ years afterward, was so cooi- 
pletely gained by the archers, that the English are said to hare 
lost only one knight, one esquire, and a few foot-soldiers. M 
the battle of Neville's Cross, inl346, where Barid II. was de- 
feated and made prisoner, John de Graham observing the loss 
which the Scots sustained from the English bowmen, offinred 
to charge and disperse them, if a hundred men at arms were 
put under Iiis command. '^ Bvty to confess the truth," says 
Fordus, "• he could jiot procure a single horseman for the ser- 
vice proposed." Of such little use is experience in war, where 
its results are opposed by habit or prejudice. 

Note Xi;^ 

Each braggart churl ctndd hood before^ 

Twelve Scottish lives his baldric bore /—St. XXIV. p. IM 
Roger Ascham quotes a similar Scottish proverb, ** wherefagr 
fhey give the whole pniise of shooting honestly to Ettglishmcn, 
saying thus, that every English archer beareth under his gir- 
dle twenty-four Scottes." Indeed Toxophilus says before, Bad 
truly of the Scottish nation, " The Scottes surely be good mea 
of warre in tbeyre ovrae feates as can be \ but as for shootings, 
they can neither use it to any proiite, nor yet challenge it for 
any praise." — Works of Ascham^ edited by Btnnet, 4<o.p. 112. 

It is said, I trust incorrectly, by an ancient English lustoriaii, 
that the ^ good Lord James of Dougla^ dreaded the superiori- 
ty of the English archers so much, that when he made any of 
them prisoner, he gave him the option of losing tlie fore-fis- 
ger of his right hand, or bis right eye, either species of wrti- 
lation rendering him incapable to use the bow. I hnre ■V' 
laid the reference to UxV& singular passage. 
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Note XX. 
\ ! dufcen ! in headlong overthrow, 
f Bonemam and horacy the fortmott go» — St. XXIV. p. 1 84. 
^ ft is generally alleged by historians, that the English niflB- 
d^nns fell into the hidden snare which Bruce had prepared 
for them. Barbour does not mention the circumstance. Ac« 
eording to his account, Randolph, seeing the slaughter made 
by thecaralry on the right wing among the archers, advanced 
cottrageously agaiMt thef main body of the English, and en- 
tered Into dose combat with them. Douglas and Stuart, who 
commanded the Scottish centre, led their division also to tte 
charge, and the battle becoming general along the whole line, 
was obstinately maintained on both ^des for a long space of 
time ; the Scottish archen doing great execution among the 
English men-at-arms, after the bowmen of England were dis« 
fersed. 

Note XXI. 
And steeds thai shrieh «n agency /--St XXIV. p. 185. 
I have been told that this line requires an explanatory note ; 
and, indeed, those who witness the silent patience with "i^idch 
liones submit to the most cruel usage, may be permitted to 
doidjt, that, in mqments of sudden or intolerable anguish, they 
nttei; a most melancholy erf. Lord Erskine, in a speeth made 
in tlie Honse of Lords, upon a bill for enforcing himmnlty to- 
^srards animals, noticed this remarkable fact, in language 
which I will not mutilate by attempting to repeat it. It was 
my fortune, upon one occasion, to hear a horse, in a moment 
of agony, utter a thrilling scream, which I still consider the 
most melancholy sound I ever heard. 

Note XXIL 
Lord tff the Isles, my trust in thee 
Is firm as Ailsa-rock } 
MmA 0n with Highland sword and targe, 
J, with my Carridc spearmen, charge,— St. XXVIII. 9. 1%^ 
When the ebgagemeni between the majoi \m^<(% \aj^>3»£«^ 
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Tkey fastemed instead «f banners, 

Upon long trees and qpears. 

And said that they would see the fight, 

And help their Lords at their might 

When ere — till all assented were, 

Jn a rout assembled er,* 

Fifteen thousand they were or ma, 

And than in great haste gan they go^ 

With their banners, all in a route, 

As they had men been stjrvet and stoute. 

They came with all that assembly. 

Right till they might the battle see; 

Than all at once they g^ave a cry, 

* Slay ! Slay ! Upon them hastily !' " 

Barliour't Brwxy vol, IL Book XIILpp, IfiS, -1; 

! unexpected apparition, of what seemed a new army, 
•ted tlie confusion which already preirailed among the 
ih, who fled in every du-ection, and were pursued with 
use slaughter. The brook of Bannock, according to Bar- 
was so choked with the bodies of men and horses, that it 

have been passed dry-shod. The followers of the Beotr 
imp fell upon the disheartened fugitives, and added fo 
mfusion and slaughter. Many were driven into the 
, and perished there, which, by the way, could hardly 
sappcned, had the armies been drawn up east and west, 
in that case, to get at tlie river, the English fugitives 
have fled through the victorious army. About a mile 
the field of battle is a place called the Bloody Folds. 
he Earl of Gloucester is said to have made a stand, and 
j^lantly at the head of his own military tenants and 
I. He was much regretted by both sides, and it is said 
xittish would gladly have saved his life, but, neglecting 
ir his surcoat with armorial bearings over his armonf, 

unknown, after his horse had been stabbed with spear*. 

♦ Are. \ ^'Wi. 

0";» 
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Or lUmuuIuke Twengv, an Eniflish knight, eMtiived l> 

oeeal himself during the fury of Uie punuit, and wiien it 

AS somewliat slackened, app r oached King Robert ** Wliose ' 

risoncr are you. Sir Uatmadulus r* said Bmoa, tD whom 1m 

rns personally known. ** Yours, sir," answered the kniglit 

I receive you,** answered the king, and treating him with 

he utmost courtesy, loaded liim with gifts, and dismissed hlfli 

without ransom. The other prisoners were ail well treated. 

There might be policy in this, as Bruce would naturally wlih 

to acquire the good opinion of the English barons, who were 

at this time at great vartenee with their king. But it alM 

well accords with his high cliivalrous character. 

Note XXIV. 
O give their hapUu prince kis due .'—St XXXI. p. 190. 
Edward 11., according to the best authorities, showed, in the 
fatal field of Bannockbum, personal gallantry not nnwertky of 
his great sire and greater son. He remained on the field liH 
f(HTed«way by the Earl of Pembroke, when all was kwt Bt 
then rode to the castle of Stirling, and demanded admittalkoet 
bat the governor remonstrating upon the imprudence of shirt' 
ting himself up in that fortress, which must so soon snrreadti 
he assembled around his person five hundred men-at^ff* 
and, -avoiding the field of liattle and the victorious armyiif 
towards Linlithgow, pursued by Douglas with about ill 
horse. They were augmented by Sir Lawrence AbenMt 
with twenty more, whom Douglas met in the Torwood m 
their way to Join the English army, and wliom he ensaly j 
niaded to desert the defeated monai*ch, and to asust in 
pursuit They huug upon Edward's flight as for as Dos 
too few in number to assail him with effect, but enoug 
harass his retreat so constantly, that whoever fell an la 
behind, was instantly slain, or made pri^ner. Edward^ 
minions flight terminated at Dunbar, where tlie Earl of I 
who still professed allegiance to Urn, "received him In' 
tlj*" JFrom fhence,tbe mowocVxoi m ^coat an empb 
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tlic hte eomnumder of fiO||;alIaBt toad irameroitf «b anny, €»> 
caped to Bomborougfa m a fisfaiag TesseL 

Bruce, as will i^ppear from the fellowingr doenmeot, lost oe 
time in directiag tlie thundera ef parliamentary eensnre 
against such part of liis fabjeets as did not retom to tfieir na^ 
taral aliegianee after the battle <rf'Bannockbani. 

▲PUD UONASTERIUM DE OAMBUSKENNETB, 
TI DIE NOTEMBRIy MyCCCyXIY. 

J^udidum RetUKtum apud Kmthudekui oonira uamti Uloi qvi 
tunejuerunt contrajidtm ctfoeimDowdM BagiM, 

Anno gracie millesimo tricenteaimo'^qaarto dedmo sexto 
4lie Novembris tenente parliamentmn snura ExceUentissimo 
prineipe domino Roberto Dei graeia Rege Scottomm Dhistri 
in monasterio de Oambuskyneth coneordatvm fuitfiaaliter Ju- 
dicatum [ac supei^ Iioc statutum de ConsiHo et Assensa Epis- 
€i^nim et ceteronun Prelatorum Comitam Baronum et 
aUonim nobilium regni Scocie nee non et todus conmanitatls 
regni predicti quod onmes qoi contra Jidem et paeem dieti 
domini regis in bello sue alibi mortal sunt [vel qui cBc] to die 
-ad pacem ejus et fidem non venerant lieet s^ius Tooa^ et le- 
gitime expectati fuissent de terris et tenementis et ornni alio 
state infra regnum Scocie perpetuo sint exheredatf at habean- 
lur de cetero tanquam inimici Regis et Regni ab omni vendi- 
«acione Jaris bereditarii vel juris alterius cujuscunque in pos- 
terum pro se et heredibns suis in perpetuum prinui Ad per- 
petaam igitur rei memoriam et eridentem prabacioAem hi\|us 
Judidi et Statuti sigilla Episcoporum et aHorum Prelatorum 
jiec non et comitum Baronum ac eeteromm nobilium, dietl 
Regni present! ofdlnacioni Judicio et statoto soot appensa. 

Sigillum Domini Regis 
Sigillum Willelmi Eplseopi fianct! Andrea 
SigUlum Roberti CplRopi Glascuensis 
Sigillum Willebni Episoopi Dunkeldensis 
fpiseopi ..------ 
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. - - EpiKOpI 




. Eirt«oi* 




SlcUlum Alul Eplsco^ Bcdorauii 


Sl^lum.lohonui 


fpiicopi BnchTHUll 


«i|!iUi.m A„Jn* 


E|«s^pi£rE»Ji^B^. 


BigLllcmrerrh^ 




Sl^lunAbbui. 




SiKUluB Abbuii 


eCilco 


SieUluaAbtHii. 




Slflllun Abbuia 


e SsDcn. Otrne* 


SIgUlui Abbuli 


eLoodorb 


SllUhuo AMntii rK NewboIiU 


SigUlum Ab)H«> 




eigilluiD Abb^ 


de pBslEl 


Blg-Maa Ab1»ti> 


e Dunfemwlrii 


eijillum Abbaiii 




BigUlum Abbuis 


c liinili HiiwiiB 


BJgUluraAbbMl. 




BlBill™Abb.as 




SlclUiuD Abbuli 




SicUluD) FriDrU 


B Coldingb™ 


BlgUliun Priorii 


eRoslynot 


Blgilliun Priori. 




Sigllbm. PrU,ri, 




BigUliuD MotH 


« iDmU de L«lac*ia 


BiBUhm. fi,n««lli Sco™ 


SliOlim WUtelm 


Comldi d« Bm 


BleilluniGilbera 




Biemum-Kobonl 




meiaanH„e;oal 




8I[UIbiii Jaoibi d 


■■DUKIU 


BIf 111am JohniKii 


d.^e>«i<.'Cta« 


fliglUun Tlioiut 




fiiCUIiim Ajwanifai in B«»a» 
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BifUlum Walter! Haliburtone 
SigUlmn Davidis de BaUbur 
BifiHum Duncani de Wallsys 
Bigilhim Thome de Dischingtone 
Bigilhim Antlree de Moravia 
BigiUum ArcUbaldi de BeCim 
BigUlum Ranulphi de Lyill 
Btgiilum Blalcomi de Balfour 
Bigilhun Normanni de Lesley 
Bigillum Nigelli de Campo bell* 
Bigillum Momi de Musoo Campo 



Tog^eihe'r, \ "B^^^ w nS^&iA* 



/ 



Note XVII. 
for De ArgenHnt aloncy 
mgh NinianU church theu toroAtt thon»f 
rote the death-prayer's wnfid fMM^-St XX3CV. p. IM. 
remarkable eircamstances attending the death of De 
ine have been already noticed, (p. 32S.) BesidM ddi 
sed warrior, there fell many reftesentativet of tiie ar- 
ouses in England, which never suMained a more bioo<|y 
mslrous defeat. Barbour says that two fanndred pain 
ed spnrs were taken from the field of battle; and tbst 
irere left the author can bear witness, "who has In his 
lion a curious antique spur, dog up in the moFUi not' 
nee. 

^ It was forsooth a great ferlie. 

To see samyn* sa fele dead lie. 

Two Imndred spurs that were reid,f 

Wliere taen of knights that were dead.** i 

I now to take my lono of Barbour, not without a sia* i 






« 
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cere wish that the public may encourage the undeiliklDf i 
my friend, Dr. JamiratHi, who has issued prc^ioaab for pd 
lishing an accurate edition of liis poem, and of BBtad Harry 
Wallace. The only good edition of The Bruce was pndiUshl 
by Mr. Pinkerton, in 3 vols^ in 1790) and, the Jearaed fldlb 
having had no personal access to consult the mannaorijlti it. 
not without errors j and it has besides become seareew < 
Wallace there is no toleraUe edition } yet these two poenv d 
no small honour to the early state of Scottish poetiy, aad Tl 
Bruce is justly regarded as containing authentic Idstorie 
facts. 

The following list of the slain at Bannockbom, extiacU 
fhm the Gontinuator of Trivet's Annals, will ihow j^OElBi 
ef the national calamity. 



LIST OF THE SLAIN. 
Baroiu and Knight Banneretu 
Gilbert de Clare, Earl of Gloa- fgidius de Argent^ymv 



cetter, 
Bflbert de Clifford, 
PlsyanTybetot, 
William le Mareschal, 
John Comyn, 
William de Vesoey, 
John de Hontfort, 
Nicolas de Hasteleigh, 
William Dayncourt, 



Edmund Comyn, 
John Level, (the rich^ 
Edmond de Hastyngc^ 
Milo de St^etoi^ 
Simon Ward, 
Robert deFelton, 
Michael Poyidng, 

Edmund UaullQr. 



Henry de Bonn, 
Thomas de Ufford, 
John de Elsingfelde, 
John de Harcourt, 
Walter de Uakelut, 
Philip de Oourtenay, 



Knights. 

Hugo de Scales, 
Radulph de Beanchamp, 
John de Penbrigge, 
With thirty-three otiien 
ibe same rani^ not nanfd 
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PRISONERS. 
Baront ami Baronets, 
an, Eaii of Here- Walter dt Beandmnip, 
Richard de Charon, 



Iffard, 


John de Weyelmton, 


jitimer, 


Robert deNevil, 


erkley, 


John de Segrave, 


Umfraville, 


Gilbert Peeche, 


de Twenge, 


John de Claverlngf, ^ 


etone, 


Antony de Lucy, 


iulee, 


Radulph de Cangn^ 


lugh, 


JohndeEvere, 


fray, 


Andrew de Abremhyn. 




KnightM. 


lerkely, 


John de Merewode, 


oger Tjnrrel, 


John Maufe,t 


areschal, 


Thomas and Odo Lele Ercede- 


uchamp, 


kene, 


art, 


Robert Beaupel, (the sonO 


1 


John Mautravers, (son,) 


% 


Radulph and Thomas Bott»- 


3un, 


tort, 


V de Enefield, 


John and Nicolas de Kingw 


'errers, 


stone, (brothers,) 


ileton. 


William Lovel, 


FreviU, 


William and William Giflard, 


iredon,* 


k thirty-fiwr other lunights, 


louche, 


not named by the historian. 



there were there slain, along with the Earl of 
forty-two barons and bannerets. The number of 
s, and bannerets made captive, was twenty-two, 
^ht knights. JHUkoj clerks and esquires were also 



>sed Clinton. 



XUiHJ^ 
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